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PREFACE. 



X O make the coDfcience of duty ibe fpring of 
action, and to be emulous to copy virtuct and to fe- 
cure the approbation of men of charader, worth, and 
experience, and to (land fair in the public elleem, oc 
to lire honourably in the minds of poflerity, is a 
principle of that divine imprefs, which the hardieA 
enemies of religion and morality, or the counter- 
engines of private virtue and merit, cannot but re- 
cognize and admire ; and to the honour of religion^ 
of our natural fenfe of juftice, freedom, and huma- 
nity, and of human nature itfelf, the more mankind 
excel in wifdom, fagaclty, and virtue, the more Ihefe 
facred fenliments are cherilhed and revered. Confe- 
quenlly to difplay energies worthy of fo high a claim, 
is, by the laws of God and Nature, and the wifdom 
of our excellent conftitution, exclufively appropriated 
to no privileged orders, but is, as we all know, a field 
open in common for genius, worth, and integrity to 
exert their refpe£live talents, learning and abilities, to 
the promotion of religion, virtue and loyalty, and the 
intereHs of the community at large. For as truth 
and nature are unchangeable, and the fenfe and feel- 
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ings of mankind, ualefs groisly perTeitetl by igno- 
rance and prejudices, by crimes and vices, or dc- 
gradingly kept down by the drains of mental flavery, 
defpotic authorities, anda£ls of oppreffion, capable for 
the moft part of diftinguithing truth from falfehood, 
right from wrong ; it forms alfo, in all countries, one 
of thofe facred principles which fpontaneoufiy fecures, 
and unequivocaHy merits the approbation of the good 
and great, in fucceffive ages, even from the monarch 
who fits on tile throne, down to the hermit, who 
contentedly remains in peaceful obfcurity. Under its 
protection all the powers of the underftanding arc 
invigorated^ nations civilized, and Hates become pow- 
erful. It infules vigour into every branch of the 
body -politic, (lands the firft barrier againil demeliHon, 
or the ruin of injured liberties ; and, in protecting pri- 
vate merit and public jullice, often elicits the noblefl 
fparks of genius. Take away this diflinguifhing 
principle, which has its fource in the nobler virtues 
of the foul, and the higher accomplifhments of the 
mind, and you leave nothir 
is interefled : for fo true it is, 
of policy, like irreligion, ca 
but the ruins of every thing 
valuable,, in "human nature. 
. Bat, in oppofition to this I 
of policy, I know, accoidiog 
fome minds, and their ufuf 
and favour, to intrigue muc 
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tjiiog, and, without regard to learning, morals, or 
letters, to cramp litcraiy aim and emulation in others, 
and to mifapply their own time without thought or 
reflection) in a fucceJIivc round of low enjoyments, 
icoSs, and contumelies, comprehends every thing man 
ihould fludy in thii poliflied and accomplilhsd age to 
rife in life, or, a> the little vulgar mind terma it, to 
xaife a fortune. Singularitiee I deprecate ; but» I muft 
eonfefs, 1 admire the creeping prudence, or rather 
the weaknets and pulillanimity, the indecifion and 
jcaloafy of ftich men, precifely in the fame point 
of view aa I do their millaken politics ; or, in other 
words, in the fiuhe light as I do that low thwarting 
turn of mind which carps at paita, having neither 
underllanding, fenfe, nor wifdom to comprehend, 
and form right jadgonwnt of the contrivance and 
i'libCervieocy of the whole of a defign in the execution 
cf a piece. That littlenefs, that poverty or baughti- 
Dcfs of ipifit, which, impatient of a rival, envies 
the fupeiioraccoiUpJifliment^, talents, and virtues of 
3 friend or fellow-fubje^, or faftidioully reje£ig 
every thing but what cornea from itfelf, or that 
feu in a beautiful arrangement of ideas, or the mofi 
magnanimous patriotic deligos, nothing but oddnefg, 
dillortion, and deformity) little comports with the 
bold) daring, ingenuous mind of genius, or the 
heroic efforts and nobler feelings of virtue, hut is 
tfie Tery reverfe, and the difgrace of criticifm. It 
ia alio aa uttemug fymptom of innate weaknefs; 
and 
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and of that moral incapacity which fpreada a mid- 
night darknefa over the fenfes, fetters the faculties, 
perverts the will, fuborns the judgement, and ftupi- 
fies the underDanding : unable to exert his judgement 
aright, or to give proper aim to his exertions, fuch 
a man labours under a total eclipfe of his under- 
Aanding; and, like a corrupt judge, or a partial 
jury, determines before he hears the merits of the 
caufe.; non perfuadebis etiamfi perfuaferis. For fo 
diametrically oppofite are the interells of wifdom 
and cunning, of ingenuous opennefs of foul and left- 
handed wifdom, of generofity of mind and littlenefs 
of fpirit — that to appeal to the faculties, reafon and 
underftanding, which benign Providence places in 
our power, and to be emuloufly adlive and perfe- 
Tering to improve, and to lay out our refpcflive 
talents with manly fortitude, conftancy, and difin- 
tereftednefs, in the honourable purfuit of virtue and 
learning, often excites the vigilance of ignorance, 
bigotry and ingratitude ; and in ruminating upon 
fuch topics, or defpotic meannefs, who can remain 
untouched that poffeffes but a fpark of genius, 
humanity, aud virtue, in viewing the ch arable rill ic 
traits, the malignant efforts, and unparalleled frauds, 
or abandoned feelings of dark aflailants, in their 
repeated trials to heap, without plea of reafon or 
explanations, undef^rved forrows on the head of in- 
nocence and affli^ed virtue. The man capable of 
viewing fuch fcenes unmoved, muft hare lead indeed. 
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in his conftitution, or ihe moft depraTCd ideas, to 
feel unmanly pleafures in the deprcffion of loyalty, 
patriotifm, and meritorious fervices. 

Warped by no popular prejudices, party views, 
or particular interefts, and emuloua to make the 
confcience of my doty the fpring of my aflions, I 
think, upon a retrofpedlive view of the fubjeft 
matter of the fubfequent letters, and in confequence 
of the undeferved opprellions, cenfure, and counter- 
actions I experienced on account of the wilful mif- 
reprefentations and artificial pretences of dark aflail- 
antl, or private confpirators, for my conllancy, per- 
icverance, and active exertions in the path of duty* 
a deeper inquiry, and explanations of certain fa^ls 
but nightly touched therein, wat not only aa 
implied, but expreOcd duty — a duty I, in jullice^ 
owed my priends, my oountrv, my eoveseigNi 
andhis GOVERNUENT, For to vindicate innocence 
and loyalty of chara^r, uprighloefs of views, and 
integrity of perfonal behaviour, agalnJl any pre- 
taeditated defigns of envy, armed fraud, and malice, 
is a duty of the mod facred nature, and of the laft 
importance to the welfare of fociety. To affert the 
caufe of injured in&ocence publicly and eifeflually; 
againll'the tide and cry of evit times, and evil 
tongues, requires fortitude as well as virtue ; and, 
under ,tfaefe cutmniflaDcei, it became my dearefl: 
intereft to determine upon the moll efficacious 
aeafurw to. detect the frauds and latent manceuvret 

of 
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•f the eagines and abettora, who thoaght ex- 
pedient in the dark, by means wicked a« uoprece- 
dented, to benumb my efiorta, aod decry my charac* 
tar, and to (cfnte their grouniUefs artifices of accufa- 
tions, for the fatisfa^Uon of my frieadi, and the jufti- 
fication of tny own condu£t; althougbi in adopting 
thi> expedient, from honourable motives and pure in* 
tentions, I do Dot mean to grace or difgrace my pag* 
with the names of thofe individuals, whofe fignaturet 
were, by means vile as wicked, obtained and ti£xed, 
to give currency with fome countertcit of ihew, to tbe 
impoftures and defamatory libels of the icbeme of 
' plea. But, as my advcrfariei, who are, on account of 
the crime of their attempts, jufily confidered by thnr 
country calimmiattrs ci>nviQ~-l fay you, who have 
deferted the truth and reforted todetraAions, ltei,!ind 
calumnies, to maintain your original erron, and ia 
the dark to oi^e your falfe accufationB, to bring ruin 
upon one, who has piety and courage enough to refill 
year ill-defigning efforts, muft, in juftice, expeA to 
]iave your frauds and impoftures detected, your perfi- 
dious views and defigsa expofed, end to have tliole 
falfities, which your fpleen and malice raifed agaiofl 
truth, innocence, and loyalty, lefuted with that vi> 
gour which the feelings of a Conlciaua re&itude of 
coiidu£l DSturaUy iufpires. 

Had my prineiidet of conduft and aflions, or tite 

nature tod deCgr of my proje^d Audies, itivodvcd in 

any inftance, my loyalty, viy patii^tifm, or purity of 

intentions. 
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intcBtioDitlud my letters fandin thiapfaceketmeonce 
forali obfcnre, that nobody is anfwenUe for tny letten 
bnt MYiKLF, nor will I be accaontable for anything 
but my letters) coDt»incd» in point at i»& and doc- 
trioe i.e. in religioo, morality, or politic*, any 
principal er ron, or controvciliUe poinis, fubrerCve 
of the great fundamental principles of onr pcrfitical 
conflttution and its goremntent ; or bad I been a 
preud, impatient, arrogant, tenacious young man, 
above ftooping fram ambitious ranity or puerility of 
Mcafl, in flraitneta of circnmftancea, to the kborioiii 
dntiei^and tiitlftune&tiguesof anbuinble obfcujelita- 
^on : or to refoTe liftsning to the rapreii?n tat ions of 
£:JeBd*, or to the liberal connfets of hon«ur, virtue, 
tried worth, and fincerity ; I (hontd have as little for- 
giren fttcb a haugfaty incvnfiderate line of conda£t, 
and CDOteHplatc it in the fame light, as 2 exa£tly 
would the want of fortilude and rcialslion, of difcrimi- 
nation and decilion, of confiancy and Tirtue, to con^t 
frith becomtDg attitude, crowded obftacles, or to dif- 
arai uoHoniy attempts of treachery, fraud, and malice, 
to oUcure cry reputatieci, and obftm^t my exertions 
in die pnrfnit of viituc, and the attainment of lau- 
^Me ends. 

Bbt upon tfaatr and every trtber point, my priaci- 
pies, of camimA and a^ona, will beA pourtray say 
§itn ^egiaace m a fiibje^i, my duly at a child, my 
afitftion as a bratbcr^ my fincerity or a cfariflian, and 
fidality a»a&iead; an4 befl Aveti^ to my friendb 
and 
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nud my country, the patience, moderation, probity and 
forbearance, which I have, in fpite of any afperity of 
language and brutality of infolence, and the united 
efforts of malice, pride, and felf-fufficiency, to bring 
ruin upon me whep in my deepefl fcenes of afHi£lion, 
difplayed in my actions, fentiments, and deportment. 
Generofity was conftrued into weaknefa, my conftancy 
and perfeverance in the path of duty became my 
crime, and, whatever fome gentlemen may now afi&£t 
to fay, had I not calieil my faculties in time with fpi- 
rited activity into ai^ion, to detefl the premediated de- 
fign, enfnaringly laid for my innocence, I do not 
know, in confequence of fome fubfequent adopted 
jneafurea, whether it would be affuming too much, to 
obferve, but that exile would have been the reward of 
my loyalty, of my firm allegiance, and emulative 
wifhes, to exert the talents which God has given me, 
fubfervient to the intcrefts of religion, morality, and 
the public welfare of my country. 

Be that as it may, I bow, with deference, to the 
decifions of my fuperiors — although the ralh, clan- 
del^ine meafures, and undue influence, pra^tifed to 
effei£t certain finifter views and purpofes, and with 
regret, I obferve, unchrinian decifions, will be ever 
reprobated and condemned by every virtuous foul, 
converfant in the contemplated fcheme— ^ fcheme 
arifing from the moii ignoble motives, which went to 
facrifice innocence and loyalty of cbara£ter, upon 
the grofs mifreprefentations of folly, ignorance, and 
treachery ; 



5yGOC>^IC 



treachery ; and upon the afliiKed or forged figna- 
ttires qnd tcftimony of men of the moll abandoned 
feelings, and apollates to their God, their King, and 
Ihek Country^-a fcheme in its obje^ and tendency 
difgraceful to humanity, and, forry am I to ufe the 
cxprelfiofi, that merited, in confequence of its being 
a. reproacli to human nqture, and the genuine princiT 
plei of chridianity, no other treatment than to be pre-f 
Jerved Ut bring its agents to ctmdign punishment, and 
to r«ceire the reward of their demerits, and tg b« 
burnt by the hwds of the common hangman. Tb« 
ftiamcful want of btmefly, and ingenuity in the/i/ur 
ciary agent, who, certainly frojn the worft of motir^ 
dtevap tb« intended deed of ruin, renders him, by- 
fuch a ftandalouB ohufo ot law, t difgrace to the pro- 
feffion, and defcrvet to hare his name expunged 
(he rdl ; and bis advifere, wlio, a£luat«d by paflioo, 
interofl, and weaknefi, determining, upon the utter 
annihUation of tlie n)ftiiiRU» jvs jSQiri gt boni* t9 
tear ionocence, if poffifolp, to pieces, fooli&ly ettr 
gaged, and IntereAed tbemfelvej in the iiuquitoiv 
profecutioD, to perpetual Alence. 4nimfyue itt vulr 
ture pmtMt' But with regard to psrpetijal filence, 
to fgdi «vllufive ei4>edients and continued efforts, I 
only vi& titey may be promulgated, for the publip 
judgfnent of my country, and the ditcouragf ment «f 
prirate coofpiraciea, UDdeferved oppFeflionsi aai 
cruel afts «f isjuJUee, «ad be always remembert^* 
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■ To purfue the fcheme of plea through all iti mi- 
ferable Ihiftings, and to introduce fpecifically and 
individually, in this place, the names of the party or 
agents, concerned in the fecret defign, is no way 
my intention, nor upon the prefent occafion pecu- 
liarly my province, that is a taik in referve for other 
characters and other place. But to obviate raih con- 
cIuGons, let me obferve niy aflertions fpring from cir- 
cumdantial and authentic fources of ioformation ; and 
for the correfinefs of the fUtements, I am ready to 
appeal to fadls and circuraftances, and the laws of my 
■country, and to meet my adverfaiiea with that confi- 
dence which innocence infpires, Upon any fair and 
equitable grounds. And if their tranfa^tions, evea 
admitting every palliative, can be faid, after all, not to 
have been carried on in direct violation of the genius 
of the Conftitution, and of every principle of law 
and juftice, I own myfelf the worA judge of reaiba 
and argument, and of plain matter of fa£t, that ever 
dire£ted his attention and fagacity to i n veil igate any 
fubje^-matter of enquiry— nay, I will fay farther, 
and which I will any day prove, by indifputable evi- 
dence, before the barof juftice, that there was nothing 
but fabricated lies, mifreprefentations, and daring 
falfehoods, in the whole fcbeme, which was drawn 
np, not only with the fole view of impeacfaiag my 
loyalty, or purity of intrntione, and hy fcandnlooB 
means to facrifice my innocence to groundlefs refent- 
ments, and the infatoated fury of the times, but 
alfo. 
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alfo, with an indire£l view of founding the firtn- 
nefs, virtue, integrity, and difinterellednerg, of dif- 
tingniflied charadters, whofefuperior virtues I admire, 
and in whom their country place liecoming confi- 
dence. 

If any gentleman, polTefled of humanity, and 
friendly to public juftice and private virtue, .not pre- 
▼ioufly acquainted with all the circumftances of the 
cafe, would, in the interim, with, on account of my 
having no inclination to confer a degree of impor- 
tance, on a putillanimouB fubomed fet of engines, 
who forfeited every claim to credit, in lending them- 
fclveB, or fignatures, to the vileft of fchemee, by im- 
parting fpecific lift of their names, in this Intro- 
DtrcTORT Prbfaoe, to obtain more diflin£t and di- 
re£t proofs, of thefe matters of fa£l, or a ftronger 
body of tcftimony ; 1 fhall, in order to aA fair, 
open and ingenuous, and to fet the a^r beyond the 
reach of controverfy, and to ftop the mouth of cavil 
itfclf) beg leave to refer him to the gentlemen who 
conftitnted the Grand Jury, at the lall Dolgelly allizes, 
*nd to the learned gentleman, who filla the office of 
Attorney General, upon the circuit, as well as to the 
fatt of the Cufiis Retuierum, for the county of Merio- 
neth, and its delegated Reprrfen/atrve, in Parliament, 
who was the foreman of the Grand Jury ; and, if 
neceffity calls, in procefs of bufinefs, for deeper in- 
Tefligations, I Ihall beg leave to refer him to the high 
honours and fenfibilities of diftinguiJhed cbar»£ters. 
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ID the world, whom I (h»ll not, upon the prcfeat oc-. 
cafion, atTume the liberty of ^x'prelDy naming, and 
to the teflimdoy of particular records— appeals, 
which vil), in fpite of any defpotic authoritiea, re- 
duce this controveriy to matter of fa£t ; for neither 
is the Conftitotlon to be altered, nor the higher prin- 
ciples of firililh jurifprudencc, to be invef)«d, nor 
the liberty of the fubje^ to be facrificed, or borne 
down by the opprellive views, implications, or illegal 
defe^ltve authorilies, of any private defpota, or con-* 
fpiratOTH of the day. Oporitt nrmintm cffe fapitnlu- 
rim kgiius~~aBi the liberal enlightened character, 
po&fTed of intrepid firmnefs of mind, and manly 
fireedom of fentimentt, though he may have that for* 
titude of foul, to bear adverfity with andiminiibcd 
vigour; is neither, in my opinion, a difiurber of tbtf 
public peace, nor a rebel, neither an atheill, heretic, 
nor a libertine, bnt a man of fupcrior virtue, learn^ 
iitg, and int^rily. Every foul that loves monarchy, 
good government, and liberty, and imprtfTed with s 
moral fenfe of duly, dctdls the flarery of defpotio 
fyftema, and the capricioui cuAoms and feudal anar* 
chy of ignorance, and private defpott. 

As we live in an age when the moA laudable 
a£tions may be mifanderilood, and when the friends 
of truths of liberty, and loyalty itfelf, may, through 
the iatercJl and caprice, the wilfulnefa and defigu of 
party, be placed from ignorance, or want of exphra- 
slioiu, within the pale of (ufpicioa : and as the 
orthodoxy 
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ortliodoxy <rf my religious tenets, the roundnefs of 
my political maKima, and the fincerity of my pro- 
fellionSt or principles of condufl and aflions have, 
upon the reprefentntions of folly and ignorance, of 
proftitation and venality, (charaflers weak ae empty, 
■who thought calumniating my chara£ter, decrying 
my exertions, and mifreprefenting my political prin- 
ciphes, the mod politic way to facrilice my innocence 
to the intemperance, or infatuation of the times!) 
been fufpefled for want of knowing my private 
charadter and tbougbts, by men who fbould have 
afted on nobler principles, and who, inllead of 
liftening to the reprefentation of fuperflition and 
calumny, fhould have examined my cooduA, prin- 
ciples and actions, to regulate their fentimetita or 
deci^ns, and have had fome eSe£l upon the exer- 
tions of men, who would fain be conGdered my 
friends, and theprote^ors of accufcd innocence. I 
with, in order to avoid mi funderftan dings, and 
remove ill-grounded prejudice, to be clearly under- 
fiood upon ihofe important points: and, although 
on one hand it may, as government was made for 
nan, and not man for government, be alledged that 
the obligations mankind are under to human authori- 
ties, are but conditional ; yet, on the other, it muft» 
■R the eflential ends of government confift in tin 
prote^oQ of merit, virtue, ami innocence, and the 
punilbment of treachery, fraud, and injuflice, be 
■Qertcd, that men of fuperior rank, and fuperior 
talents. 
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talents, will erer command the deference, and 
unequivocally merit the efteem of their country. 
As their patriot worth, their nobler feelings, and 
found wifdom, raife them fuperior to atl perfonal 
confiderations, or defpotic authorities, in becoming 
the decided friends of humanity, and warm pro- 
testors of cTery fuggeftcd praftical plan or inftt- 
tution, tending to the advancement of the religion, 
the learning, and public interefts of their country. 
Upon this ground it would be a tacit reBeftton ; it 
would be injurious to the genius and vigilance of 
fuck chara^ers, i. e. en the lorers of truth, of 
liberty, of religion, and mankind, to fuppofe " they 
wifh to fee the diAinftions of rank and dignity, or even 
any other more perfonal confideration, take place in 
que(!ions of truth and error; efpecially in queftions 
where the honour of our conftitution, rtie prero- 
gafrves of the crown, and the rights of the legif- 
lature, are, or but feem, concerned," Jmtcus So- 
crates, Amictts Plato, fed magis arnica Veritas. Truth 
and KNOWLEDGE are venerable; and, like Galen, I 
rerily perfuade myfelf, that a fairer, more divine 

FORTONE, CAN NEVER BEFAL A MAN. *' The 

purfuit of TRVTH hatti been my only care, eper 
fince I fird underftood the meaning of the word. 
For THIS I have forfaken all hopes, all friends, all 
dcfires which might bias me, and hinder me from 
driving right at what I aimed. For this I have 
ipent my monies, my means, my youth, and all I 
have 
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liare, thai I might remore from myfelf that cenfurc 
o/Tertullian— ;/mo vilio fu!s ^uid ignorat. If, with 
all this wit and pains my purchafe is but trnr, I 
nay fafely tay. To err bath colt me more than it 
has many to find the tkuth: and truth itself 
(hall give me this teftimony at XaH ; that, if I have 
miifed of her, it is not my fauU, but my mh- 
firtune"* 

Religion and morality are my anchors, and 
as every humane refledliug charafter as welt as my- 
ielf, I cannot forbear fpeaking with extatic raptures of 
of the fublime Truths of Holy Writ, of that Divine 
Seauty which makes it amiable, of that Sacred Ma- 
jefty which makes it venerable, and of the admirable 
polity of the eftabliOied Religion of the Land, which 
conftitntes a clear, uniform, intelligible fyftem .of 
duty, ever lince the memorable Reformation of the 
Church from gro& errors of the dark ages, and the 
revocation of the ttrfamous edlils, or canonical buUi, 
(engines of oppreflionB} which, by fubilituting fuper- 
(iition, prieft-craft, religious tyranny, and uncbrif- 
tian decifioDS, in the lOom of genuine chrillianity, 
brotherly lore, unfhaken fortitude, and a^ive benevo- 
lence, difgraced the genius of the Popith times, and 
theannals or records of Ecclefiaflical Coucts, and, in 
-making the Church the fole judge of controverlies, 
fubjeded religion itself, and its delegated 

. TEACHERS, 

- • FUi the Bevd. Mr. Johs Huh, of Eatoi'*, Letter, to Aicti- 
bifliop Lads, upon «cc;ifKin of his Tiut, cohciibius Schism. 
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TEActiEks, to the ridicule of the feiifibie and difcern- 
ing part af mankiad ; and whatever painful fenfalioDs 
the re6e£tion may, in thefe enlightened days, and 
meliorated times, often raife upon retrofpe^s into 
ihofe unhappy timei of grofi fuperflitions and fpiritual 
nfurpations> in the bofom of the true cbriftian and 
phitanthropill, entertaining nohle and elevated fenti* 
ments of religion and morality, to the implied ccnfure 
and merited reproach of univerfal bigotry, which 
eraufculates the energies of the body politic, and de- 
bafes the mind a> effectually ai true religion exalts it j 
but under the unerring wifdom of Providence, and 
the ennobled fyftem of chriflianity, thofe perfecuted 
times are no more ,- and by the fuccetlioo of ]eame4 
and courageous champions, whom God, in hit Provi- 
dential cgre for the ungrateful fbni of men, ruled up> 
and endowed with abilities, firmnefe, and intrepidity^ 
to ftand u[^in defence of the " faith okck deli- 
vered TO TKE SAINTS," and, like faithful centinels 
at their pods, to rcfcue religion from the gloom of 
ignorance and fuperflition, happier days focceeded 
within the pale of the church. 

Bigotry, fuperftition, and tanaticifm I deprecate a) 
much as I da atheifm, infidelity and liceDtioufnefs : 
and with regard to my unfeigned attachment to the 
eflablilbed religion of my country, and its divine in^ 
ftitbtjon, I cannot better or more eicfJicitly expreft 
my inward fentiments and fincere wiflies upon that 
point, than in the words of a very worthy charaAer 

of 
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of rank and fsEtune, dillinguifhed for his exemplary 
piety and beneficent temper, by hia manly geiitleneft, 
and poliflied urbanity, viz.-—"* As a member of the 
Church of EiigUud, I avow my lincere attachment to 
that church in doi£lrine( in conftitution, and in difci- 
pline. I believe her to be the moft pure apoftoHc church 
upon earth, and therefore 1 communicate with her, 
and with her only. I pray for an increafe of her bor- 
ders, and faithful minil^ers, and that all who attend her 
worlhip may be led into the way of truth, and hold 
the faith in unity of fpirit, in the bond of peace, and 
in righteoufnefs of life." 7'b^e are my realfent'menis 
as a Chrifiiaii and a Cburclman- 

My political maxima, like my fentiments of religion 
and morality, have always been expreffed undifguif- 
edlyi and without equivocatiou or referve^ BialTed by 
no party, and firm in my allegiance, my original refo- 
lulions, however undefervediy decried by the fu^ef- 
. tlosB or pafllions of the moment, arofc neither from 
prefumptuouB arri^ance or vain ambition, but from 
combination of circumllances, and authentic fources of 
iatelligcDce, as well as from lively fentiments of loy- 
alty and patriotifm: and whatever difhculties ordrait- 
nefi of circumflances 1 may have this and the preced- 
ing year experienced, or whatever irreparable lolTes I 
might have had to encounter, and bear up under, in 
the profecution of my ftudies and education ; my for- 

• KiJ. Sh RiCHAReHitL's Apolog)- for Broaierly Love, andftc 
tfaa EtaauM of the Churcli of Engjaod. Letter i. puse 5< 
d 
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tune, however humble, though Tery inadequate 
to my literary vicwa and college expenditure, wa« 
more than fufficient, exciufive of thofe charges, to 
cover my ordinary expences of living; and if I have 
difclofed my thoughts and circumllances, in truft and 
confidence, upon thofe delicate points, 1 was only ao 
tuated by the irrefiftible efFefls of loyalty, patriotifm 
and fincerity, the lore of literature, and an emulative 
wifh, or invincible ardour of foul, to render my days, 
and the talents which God has given me, fnbfervient 
to the interefl of my country, and the -Welhre of fo- 
ciety. But, however, without pecuniary aid or affift- 
ance, and in fpite of oppofite impreffions, I pcrfevered 
with confidence and chearfnl alacrity in my nudles and 
the path of virtue. My loyahy remains untainted, 
find refolutions unalterable ; and toudiiiig ihe kading 
traits of individual chara£ter, I firmly believe, and I 
lave no helitation in having that faith put to the tefl, 
that my actions, fentiments, and general line of con- 
iaCi, in my contra^ed fphere and narrow fortune, or 
that my intelleftual endowments, and judgment ib 
foundnefs and difoemment, may not, upon mature 
refletlions upon the fubjeft matter of enquiry, fiifler, 
in the' public eftimation of my conntry in general, a 
confiderable eclipfe, in being meafured, and compared 
with thofe of the characters, who, fo tingenemifly 
endeavoured to bear me down in my difficulties, to 
accomplifii tb« objeO. of my wiSies. With re^rd to 
my politics, I have nothing i» tbougfate or a^ioai to 
reproach 
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leproacli myCelf or to be albamed of, unlcis active 
loyalty, and implicit allegiance (and may I fink to 
my grave before Great Britain ever fees that un- 
happy day) to ray Sovereign, and an undifguifed 
attachment, and warm partiality to his itLusTRious 
Family or bia Governuent, conllitute a public 
crime, or can be conflrucd into a ftate-herefy. And 
thefe are leotiments 1 advance before my God, my 
confcience, and my country, and are fentiments, I 
firmly believe, uoifon with the feelings of the libe- 
ral enlightened cfariHiaD ; for religion and loyalty 
generally lodge together in the fame foul. 

I know how I have beenmoft falfely, moll per- 
fidiouAy, and moil cruelly accufed ; and the fource 
from whence thofe falfe, perfidious, and cruel accu- 
fationa fprang ; and upon thefe grounds I have 
developed my private thoughts upon thefe fubje£t 
matten more ia detail than I otherwife would have 
^iie : but, as ti<> law, hardly in the motl defpotic 
countries, condemns accufed innocence unheard and 
oatoteds I vq not to be put down by fuch groundlefs 
artifices of accufations, contrivance, and impofture, 
or unparalleled a^ of injuflicc, cruelty, and in- 
gratitude. And as an honeft ap4 fincere man, fully 
perfuaded in the do£lrine of holy writ, and the 
truths of chriilianity, and unfeigoedly attached to 
Jbc interefta of my King and my country, I dare 
my -Mcufirs to the teft, and let them retort the 
charge 
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charge if they can. Has time, or the demon of 
party, and the rage of fopbiftry, effected fuch a 
change in the political contlitution of the country, 
that loyalty, virtue, and merit, mufl, for making 
the confcience of duty the fpring of action, reft 
contented in exhibiting to the reflecting, the liberal, 
and enlightened part of mankind, the fymptoms of 
3 jlckly decayed (late in living outlaws at home, or 
exiles abroad, in compliance with the evil genius, or 
gloomy difpolition of individual tyranny and apoftacy? 
God forbid ! For furely the collective wifdom of the 
legiflature and government, whofe sacred duty it 
is to prevent, with inflexible integrity, unjuftifiable 
acts of oppreflion ; and, with the foul of goierofity, 
to protect meritorious fervices, the fuperior under- 
Oanding, liberality, and honour of the Britith nation, 
and our conftitutlonal freedom, which the virtues of 
our ancellors fecured us, and which they have fealed 
with their lives, are pledges or refponfibilities of 
that importance, and that facrednefs, not to be 
broken down or annihilated, in order to carry into 
effect the opprellive views, caprices, or feuds of any 
private defpots of the day, who, more concerned to 
mak^ their power felt, than to render it betieficial to 
mankind, may, id direct violation of all the rules of 
juftice, law, equity and humanity, arbitrarily endea- 
vour to render our manners reconcileable to the 
defpotic ideas, or authorities which marked the 
barbarttiet. 
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barbariti«, hordes, and claos of the gothic timet, and 
cDveJoped the intellectual world ia a aight of ig- 
norance. 

' Nay, SB my aceufants lan the gauDtlet, I call upon 
them to prove their allegationa, their daring libeU 
and faifehoods, by fome better proofs than their bare 
aflertiona ; and unlefa they develope, for the decifioti 
of their country, the uotnanly accufations, they will, 
for the unpardonable crime of attempts' — attempt* 
which went, when I had to bear up under irreparable 
lofTea, in carrj'ing forward, out of loyalty, patriot- 
Ifm, and diltnterellednefB, the defigni of my ftudies, 
to profcribe, by unparalleled perfidy, hypocrify, and 
tyranny, my innocence, and to feek tny life, and \q 
implicate elevated perfonages whom I refpect and 
honour, unfufpectedly, and without explanations, as 
well as the public virtues, the diftinguifhed honours 
and humanity of their country, in the indelible in- 
famy and difgrace of attempting to cnifb loyalty, 
innocence and virtue, by the fubornation of wit- 
nefTes, and the forging of documents, oblige every 
gentleman acquainted with the true drcumflmceB of 
the cafe, to view them in no other light, fave the 
greateft of impoftors, the meaneft of oppreflbrs, and 
the darkeft of aSaffim. 

My innocence, and every fentiment of humanity, 

equity and jufiice called upon me, imperious and 

loud, to vindicate the honour of my character, and to 

refute the mifchterons nifreprefentationi ; and it was 

high 
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I)igh tiiQc for roe to arm ia my own defence, and to 
cxpoie their mifdemeanourg. It being, as I repeated 
before, a duty I owed niy Country, my Sovereign, 
^d his Government, and a julHce doe to my own 
individual character ; and my Jark affailanls are in 
cooCcience (but they may iky, " confcience what have, 
wr to do with thee"?) bound to avow the procecdinga 
in the (ace of their country, if the poll ii tenable. But 
^ the imaginary Arong holds, redoubts, and fortrelTea 
9K forced, and, in fpite of the batteries of calumny, 
' ^iged to be given up, tliey are, by the laws of ho- 
ifour, and every principle of jullice, equity, and hu- 
manity, obligatorily bound to make reparatioDa in 
proportion to the injuries, or detriment fuftalned, and 
to recant rath concIuGons, confuted by common fenfe, 
the evidence of facts, and the teft of experience. 

Virtue is the immediate jewel of the foul, and what, 
like the duties of religion, or the higher talents of 
the mind, map may, in fpite of all the ilorms of life, 
or the " flings and airrowe of outrageous fortune," 
call his owQ ; and the honours and dignities which 
wealthy or the fmiles of fortune, can impart or 
compeofate In comparifon of my leput^ion and good 
nuse, I fet at naught. Indeed, to fufTer the at- 
tempts of dark ajfailants to Alile in their birth th« 
nobler energies of rirtoe, loyalty, and patriottfm, 
to pafi unnoticed, would he giving public jufiicc oai 
conflitutional freedom, the exertions of genius, and 
talents in adverfity, or riling youths of merit in th^ 
fliade, 
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ftnJ^, mortal ftabs, and defeating the great efl4 
and defigna of gorernmtnt. 

To keep an open countenance, and clofe mind, I 
know is a maxim of political prudence, as well at t6 
fafpcnd our judgment in deducing inferences from'* 
givea promife, till the circumnances and argutneats 
on both fides of the cafe, -or point in debate, are 
equitably heard, and properly reflected upon, is aa 
unalterable rule of equity ; and if I iiad not iotro^' 
dnced caution and referve into my actions, I fltould 
hare difplayed as much want of difcemment, re- 
flection, and judgment, a« the honourable gentlemen 
have done who fo ftudioufly laboured, by fcandalous 
fftlfities, to run away with my character, to crowd 
oUlacles in my way, to difconcert my general plan 
of ftudies, and, by unmanly reflraints, to bury me 
ia difliculties' and obfcurity ; but turning otct in my 
mind, my lituation and circumllances, and analyzing 
*he' charaftcr and motirea of the confcientiaus gentle- 
man I had fortuttoufiy to ttfX with, and under whole 
high frowns of difpleafure I had to bear up, I fuSered 
thofe fteady maxims of precaution and referve to guide 
my condu6t, that the characters fo bufily employed in 
the dark, might he kept in countenance, and tny fen- 
timents to grow from incontrovertible fafts and unde- 
niable ctrcumAances, in order that their views might 
be the more diftinftly defined, and to put the fubjeft 
at iflue beyond the reach of controverfy, or the chi- 
canery 
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Canery of the law* upon the deTelopement of the ini- 
quitous fcheme of plea, 

~ As to perfonalities and libellous writings, they are, 
what, fx animt, I iletell, and contemplate prccifely in 
the izxsnt point of view or light as I do, the want of 
lioaourandbenevoleuce, of truH and confidence. Nor 
have 1 the leafl perfoBal animofities, or political re- 
feotments to any man living, and, with a free confci- 
ence, J can meet the man,orany fet of men^ who may 
wickedly and audacioully dare, under the pitiable 
Ihield of duplicity, fraud, and impoHure, to impeach 
my character in a religious, a moral, or political point 
of view, upon the broad ground of judice, to clear 
my innocence, and juftify tny conduct. But preme- 
ditated plans of ruin, orations of difgraceful dye, or 
that Teem to involve the interells, honour, and repu- 
tation of my country, or out of envy, malice, per" 
fonal pique, and jealoufies, to opprcfa virtue, loyalty, 
innocence of manners, or the honourable exertions of 
talents, in ftraitnefs of cirpumfiance, I fliall, as a 
peaceful and quiet fubje£t, who reveres his God, loves 
his Sovereign, and regards his Couktry, endea- 
vour to treat in their proper light, and with becoming 
^ilit, as long as I can draw a breath, or wield a pen. 
But in order to fhift off the lialMlity, I can ealily 
anticipate^ a few of the combined party will fuy, our 
fignatiirej) were not affined to the fchente of plea, or 
probably, upon firA %ht or queftions, will have the 
hardiaefs, impudence, and effrontery, to advance they 
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were unacquainted with the fcope or contents of the 
prepofterouB ftheme. Be it fo, but in anfwer to fuch 
ihallow evafions, collufions and palpable artifices, 1 
fhould be glad to know whence originated the dark de- 
iigning fclieme? and if the ridiculous accufations were 
aay way founded in la.€ts, right, or truth, and my poli- 
tical principles and condu^ft, conflituted the charafler 
reprefented, or juftiEed an inftitution of legal enquiry, 
why, after having like inquifitors, little mifchievous 
animals', verfed in the rogueries of cunning, perpetu- 
ally upon the hunt after crimes, pretexts, or umbrages, 
for the unmanly pleafure of correction, fo emuloufly . 
afpired to be confidered the leading engines, or abet- 
tors, and been Co malicioufly aiSive in low vulgar in- 
trigues, and indullrious in inquifitorial fearches and 
endeavours in the region of perfonalities, falfehoods, 
and calumnies, to excite the falfe accufations, and 
raife the florm, declined figning the fcheme of plea ? 
And, if my conduct and adlions rendered me in any 
fliape amenable to the laws of my country, why not, 
inllead of ringing the mod abfurd mifreprefentations 
and groundlefs artifices of accufations in the ears of 
Government, or the Secretabv of State, as if 
you wilhed by fecret artifices, and clandeltlne prac- 
tices, by fraud and Impofitions, to avail yourfelves of 
a natural infirmity, incapacity, or the want of fuffici- 
ent means, and clearnefs of intellects, to diflinguifli 
truth from falfehood, right from wrong, and to in- 
volve, by a tiring of fabricated lies, darknefs, and 
e iniquity, 
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iniquity, the fird characters and talents of the day, the 
collective wifdom of the legiflature, and the humanity 
of your country, in acts of injuftice impeached my cha- 
racter, pubhckly in the open day and the face of ray 
country ? Thefe are queftlons to which I prefume 
you may feel yourfelvea but little difpofed to give imme- 
diate replies, but however the anfwer is direct and 
plain, viz. Although deftitute of a lingle document, or 
action to impeach your loyalty, and the uprightnefs of 
your behaviour, we had, notwithDanding, all the fuf- 
picion which jealoufy aptly iufpires, upon viewing the 
attachment, which the good and virtuous are ever apt 
to Ihew any rifing youth of upright conduct and patri- 
otic principles, and *' trifles, light as air, are to the 
jealous, confirmations llrong as proofs of Holy Writ." 
Then I (hould be glad to know, are the fuperior vir- 
tues, the brilliant talents, the honour and magnanimity 
of a free government to be foiled to lend, by mifrepre- 
fentations, mean as wicked, or fchemes of plea or ra- 
ther of cheat and impofitton, perfidious as unjuft, an 
arm, or unhallowed fanction, to attempt crufhing pri- 
vate merit and virtue in their rifing youth, for meritori- 
ous ferviceg, or active exertions of talents, or have 
them expelled their country ? Is that generous fpirit 
of emulation, and active loyalty, which raifed vs in 
fpite of foreign views, and foreign interefls, to onr 
meridian fplendour, and which communicates energy, 
fortitude, and vigour, through the whole body of a 
loyai nation, to be broken down and extinguUhed? 
Such 
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Such a policy, no doubt, would meet the views, cant 
aad clamour of profligate dullncfs, low cunning, ini- 
quilous views, and oppreflions, and may probably be 
the moft expeditious way of expelling talents, virtue, 
and integrity, from the bofom of our country, or fropi 
being members of regular fociety. But whefhcr fuch 
a policy would be confident with found policy, true 
wifdom, and the genius of theconflitution, is another 
quetlion. In fact the man, who can publicly hold out 
fuch a language, muft be a prevaricator before his 
God, an apoAate to his Prince, and a decided enemy 
of the dearefl intercfts of his Country. 

But to the difappointments and felf- reproach of 
the concealed alTailantsor party concerned at the 
bottom of the affair, 1 was not, (unfortunately for 
them], like a putillanimous being of abandoned feel- 
ings, who, from fordid motives, and haughty racan- 
nefs of foul, could turn in the dark, into every fhape, 
to raife the ftorm of vengeance and impending ruin, 
againft innocence, afflicted virtue, patriot worth, and 
merit, by mifreprefentations, or the exertions of un- 
due influence, and in the hour of trial to fly its 
confequences. Scorning to diflemble, and, indeed, all 
the artificial pretences of counter-engines, and to clear 
up the point with ingenuous fairnefs, I will acknow- 
ledge, that I, ever fince I was privily informed of 
your dark defigning ends, and your machinations 
excited my fufpicions, have progreifively marked 
your loop-holes ; and, as the original principles of 
the 
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the Britifti conftitution, and Brilifh jurlfprudence, 
. are particular, certain, and uniform, confident with 
right reafon, ratiocination, and the divine law, and 
cafy to be underdood by an honefl mind, (but in 
making this obfervation I wifti to be underwood ; for, 
if our Statute-books are, to the ftiame of the 
country, ftained with fomc temporary acts, con- 
ftructed upon principles both impolitic and arbitrary 
in themfelves, and at which the voice of reafon, 
equity, and humanity (hudders, and primarily fram- 
ed with but little regularity and uniformily in the 
arrangement of parts, or depth of judgment and 
found policy in the fpirit of the whole, or better 
calculated to raife wars, and rumours of wars among 
commentatorB, fcholiafts, &c. than to anfwer any very 
wife purpofee, or attain the propsr ends of govern- 
ment among a loyal, unanimous nation, emulous to 
ferve its Prince, and maintains its liberties; 
they are, however, circumfcribed, and under the 
management of wifdom, difcretion and humanity, 
fliould be rather confidered in the light of criminal 
laws than the bloody poignards of legal aflallination !) 
in the wifdom of your craftinefs, I will take you; 
for virtue or innocence of character is not to be facri- 
ficed in Great Britain by the arbitrary will or 
caprice of a party, without defining the caufe, or 
alTigning the reafon ; and the individual tyrant, 
whatever his fphere of action may cafnally be, that ■ 
may have (he arrogance, the natural impotence, or 
wickednefa 
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wickednefs of foul to attempt it, does it at hie peril ! 
Such are the checks and counter^balances, and the 
happy genius of the Britilh conftitution, and the 
wifdom of its government ; and the perfon who 
preaches up the doctrine of flavery and defpotic 
Government, or that external fortune, or fttuation 
exclufively, and alone, conftitutea all merit and 
power in a free country, is a decided enemy to 
limited monarchy and rational liberty, and the 
deareft intcrel^s of the country. But as this Is a 
propofition felf-evident to every enlightened under- 
ftanding, I fliall wave unnecelTary reafonings, and 
turn to the point in queftion. 

What is to be inferred, when there is a fecm- 
ing agreement, and when a man, who, coUu- 
fively, as long as any profpefl of fuccefs fwims in 
view, onttes io interefts, feuds and cabals, with a 
fecret combined party, duped by ignoble paffions and 
petty accommodations, to involve their fecurity, and 
affix upoD themfelvcs, indelible Aains of infamy and 
difgrace, in giving fignatures to impeach loyalty, in- 
nocence, and uprightneft of chara£ler, clumfily re- 
forts to mean unwarrantable tricks, in obfcurity, 
and ftudiouHy labours, by the reports of calumny, 
and the breath of flander, to blow up the coals, and 
to remove all fcruple of confcience, in attempting to 
affe£l a proje£ted fcheme of ruin ? Muft we conclude 
an innocent chara£ler, or the man of letters, acti- 
vity, and refolution, guilty, becaufe he is accufed ; 
and 
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and judge of him, from the mifreprefcntations, inju- 
ries, and accufatious of dark nfTailants, rather than 
from liis own adions, principles, and condufl. Surely, 
man is not to disbelieve his own fenfes ; and, to ex- 
amine calmly and difpaffionately the motives of ac- 
tion, the efie£lsof caufes, and the dccifive dellinies of 
events, is conJitlent with the nature and truth of 
things, and of the laft cooreqiience to the duties of 
humanity, natural juilice, and equity. 

Has the Uarned Reflor, and his honourable friend, 
Ihe Coroner, (parmbiU fratrum '.} perfuaded them- 
fclves, with fuch injurious deceptions, fraud, or trick- 
ing, as to imagine their refpe^live Itne of condu^ 
£nd adtioni have efcaped obfcrvations ? That their 
repeated declarations, and menacing language, pre- 
vious to the crime of attempts, have been loH: 
in oblivion? Has the former forgot his promifed 
reports of vengeance, or inexculable malice, and 
how he was, at a fubfequent period, when an ofGci- 
ouB interference of his, upon a cafual event, de- 
manded explanation upon points, then in converfe, 
at a nonplus, and obliged, tliough furrounded as be 
was, by his friends, to acknowledge to his confuiion, 
upon certain queftions being put and preffed home, 
tliat he had no injlaoces to allcdge in difparagement 
of my general line of conduct, and that fae had no 
doubts, but that my character was very good ? Or, has 
the latter fuppofed, his low original vulgar intrigues, 
not to mention his attitude of phrenzy, his exGurfions 
nd 
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and errandf , to procure fignaturea, &c. or the fenti- 
mentB he, in the true ftyle of an igtwramus, that 
plumes bimfelf upon the hundreds he mtferahly Icraped 
together behind the counter, and, in a paltry town, 
or Tillage, afptring, with affumirg confequcnce anti 
impofing attitude, to the character the French ex- 
prcflivcly term, LeCoqiu de Village, repeatedly irwf/fii 
with Ihe worft of intentions, while the vile, nefari- 
ous fcheme, displayed by the aids of falfehoods, un- 
paralleled treachery, and clandefline practices, any 
thing like favourable fymptoms, have been ever- 
looked ? Was that acting upon principles of honour, 
law, and juftice, or compatible with the folemn ob- 
Itgalions of religion, and the truths of the Gofpcl ? 
Nay, is not that, In all intents and purpofts, coWufion, 
accomplice, or aceeffory, and even proftitution of 
confeiencc? Does not an uniformity of expreiBon, 
joined to an union of party, both interpret and con- 
firm uniformity of views and fentimenta ? Are thefe 
things of fo littk importance, that they mnfi he rec- 
koned for nothing, and truth, equity, and juftice, to 
be crufhed by tb« arta and chicane of ignorant petty 
oppreffops, or under the united weight of jealoufy, 
cutlufion, falfehood, and in juftice ? Surely, no; 
and the perfon, who may hare the vanity and weak- 
nefe to think fo, may, in the iffue, find himfelf egre- 
gioufiy miDaken. Indeed, focb a train of thinking, 
or rather fuch a mnftnfe or abfurdity, is only be- 
coming 
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coining a proflituted confcience, or a man of la weak 
an intellect, and depraved a feeling, governed by lib 
lackey, or a woman, abandoned to immodeft plea- 
furcs — thefe may be fentiments little underilood 
by thicknefs of fkull, and bardnefs of heart; and 
to fpeak of politenefs of language and behaviour to 
to fuch men, would be jufl like fpeaking. of colours 
to the blind, or of founds to the deaf. 

Calumny, like avarice, often over- reaches itfelf; 
and the avowed declarations repeatedly made, prior 
and fubfequent to the crime of attempts removed the 
Teil ; which collufion was meant to caft over the plan 
of procedure, and gave full inlet into the whole 
defign. I pity the dreams and reveries of little 
defpotic minds, and the idiotic ftuff of dulnefs and 
ftupid infenfibility. Such means are only worthy 
yourfelves and your caufe, and with the nonfenfe of 
folly, fpleen and malice, the chimeras of ignorance, 
and the exempts of Billingfgate I have nothing to do. 
Your fcandalous actions, and defigns to involve the 
diftinguiftied honours of the age and your country, by 
mifreprefentations fo grofs, and means fo foul, are 
defined and now properly feen through, and the crime 
of your attempts has juflly expofed you to the fet- 
tled contempt of the great charaftera, whom you, at 
the expence of truth, of every civil duty, and moral 
obligations, laboured with the moft unbtufhing effron- 
tery to prepoITefs againfl me, by the moft iniqui- 
tous fcheme, and to the merited reproaches of your 
country. 
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country.. Upon.tbefe grqunds you will. permit me to 
fay, that your fruitlefs ill-will and actions, (afUoos 
fo tranfcendeotly tgnahle, whicli every perfon that 
dares to think and to afi.and that poiTeiTeB but even a 
fpark of humanity) agd common honcfty, wilt ever 
treat with fovereign contempt,} againfl the fame and 
fecurity of a young man in bis rifing youth, who nei- 
ther ofered you injuries nor infults, hare railed the 
fringe and indignation of every difinterefted gentle- 
man of .honour and rirtue, attached to bis Sovereigo 
and his Country, and a lover of the rules of equity, 
jullice and humanity, .acqiminted with the fraudulent 
traofadions ; ( oh confcieoce ! . oh jullice ! oh my 
couDtry ! ) and have actually funk you into that ab- 
je3 infigni^caocy too low to be defcribed, or to make 
any remarks upon. You funk fo low as to have tbe 
arrogance, perfidy, and meannefs to build your hn- 
guine hopes of eflfeding the vile fcfa^me of ruin upoa 
the inability of my fortune, to carry forward profecu- 
tions, the accumulated difficulties I had to encounter, 
and the indiffeqence of health I then experienced, as 
well as upon .the •treachery, duplicity, and diflimu- 
f lation 

• How f»t Mr. Jijiui, the Auditor for North WiIm, seceded or 
loCercfied hlmfelf in the premeditated defisn ii well known to thofe 
converCmt in the ori(ioil Iclume of plea: and if the tatcwalli 
CfDEleman thinks he ma]' have fome rcfentmenta in referve, to 
wreak upon me, I afliire him I deprecate them not ! 41 for my own 
part, I fball ever treat bis acmitiplice, hit difparaging expretlioni, and 
iltemptsit fuppreHini me, with pcrtcA indilfcrenEe i and leave him 
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ktim of t few otiien, who, in exteniKlf, would fais 
be my friendi, but in reality a£led with a Judatrlike 
fyifit in concert with you, and upoa fecret artiGce* 
naauthorized by law, and in their nature the moft ig" 
noble, barbarous, and derpotic. But grouped aj yoa 
were in a beggarly phalanx, and ftimnlated ai yoa 
tni^ht have been by ignorance, paflion and intereft, 
to blacken my reputation end facrifice my innocence, 
and balked, no doubt, as yon imagined in fecret, yoa 
might have been by a etnctaitdfrut to plead in fovour 
of fuch hideous attempts of injuftice, cruelty, and 
ingratitude, and to ulber in the projected Scheme of 
ruin, you fhould have previonfly refleAed, that no 
man is eran by the law of nature to be condemned 
unheard, and untried, or that the reports of calumny, 
or abfurdities of ignorance, futility^ and malice, would 
not have palTed for certainltei with chara^ra 4at 
poflelled wifdom, magnanimity, fortitude, and fi^ie- 
riority of underftanding to think for thcmlelTet, and 
to remount in their exanunation and furvey ef ojh- 
ntons, however artfully flieped, into the otiginal 
principled on which they .were founded. 
' But to trace the action in all its collateral parts, is 
a talk to galling too my feelings; for the unufual 
fraud 

to infwer for the mirdcmnmon to God md hii own conrdencc : but 
let him txkc cu« in future how, by teaxt aiti&ctt, catlufln), u>d 
mifrepicfenucioni. In the region of perfonalitie), he ictcmpti to 
crulhriring merit, indinfult ttie piAllc jufllce of hi)CDunCi>'t 

J : •> Retncmber Mllrf« end i 

•'Wedg'd in Ihit timber, wfaicfa be Itrove to rend." 
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fnrad and deceit of tbe uDpriocipled culpriti^ or £]•• 
boned wretchei employed in tbe dark to make 
fnrchea id my abfence into depoGted papers of pri- 
vate tianfafttons, and other literary extra£t8 and 
fragmenti, previoui to their being arranged and in- 
corporated into a regular fyftem ; and the ftiameful 
want of honedy in tbe individual, bribed to connive 
in tbe moR ^Kindoned manner at the unparalleled 
treachery, dandefiinely praftifed upon that end, 
and to give mifinformations, are mililemeanoara 
aAaally of fo black a dye, that they fct defcriptioa 
at de6ance, and placed the engine and abettors eon- 
cemed therein, below contempt. But, ae chance 
would have it, I knew tbe chara£ten perfc£tly well ; 
and from the low cunning, treachery, original mean- 
■•r*, and idea* peculiarly a^ropriated to the con- 
cealed affitilanti, they may eqially aOert it, henafidtt 
• waXier of right and jullice, that any particular 
letter or letten, coBtaining tbe common tranlafUoni 
of life, or the interchange of thoughts between tnaa 
and man, once delivered into the fetter-ofiice, might, 
provided it but correTponded with tike will and fUa- ■ 
furr of a combined few, be opened to iufpcfUon with- 
out b«ng at all li^e of being called in a poor 
coDUsunity in the reeelles of Wales into an account 
fi»r the breach of truft, or that a man'i bureau, or 
any etltM repofitory oS papers may, from a fpirit of 
tortoflng CDvy, jealodfy, and duplicity, tn order t* 
atlahi iiUDelo* bye-ewds, aad inreftigate fecretSf be, 

by 
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by certato ways and means, clandeftinc praAice, and 
mutual compafi, rummaged with impunity. But 
with what grace and moral honefty fucb thoughti 
and deSgns could be put in execution I leave them to 
explain; and to be open, plain, and ingenuous (for, 
indeed, I am neither an advocate nor admirer of in- 
jurious deceptions, fubterfuges, fraud and tricking), 
I am afraid they might, if once called into account, 
find themfelves entangled in a noofe, otherwife de- 
figned, and from which they might find fome difficulty 
to extricate themfelves. 

Defpotic authority, however confident its attitude, 
or gentle and fabtle Its manners, is never fuificient in 
any cafe whatever to determine our affcnt againft the 
rules or leading principles of law and juftice, and the 
common feelings of humanity. The chara£len, who, 
by the ideas arifing from local prejudices, f^ious 
fury, and natural impotence, thought expedient by 
concert and defign, to countera£t my exertions, to 
fully the forms of law, and to infult the public juftice 
of their country by the febrication of notorious falfe- 
boods, by diftorting * fentiments of honour, truth, 
and loyalty delivered in trufl and confidence, to their 
own prejudices, and drawing inferences from no pre- 
nlfes, fhould have paufed, and rcflefted with them- 
felves, that the' genius of the Britilh coDflitntion, 
and Britifh jurif^ndence,' conftitutea, under the 
tntllage and fuperior underftanding of the enlightened 
characters, wifely delegated to prefide in- the. great 
courts 
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' cpurU of judicature^ a more liberal fyftem for the 
dilpenfation of public jullice, and the prote£tioii of 
innocence, private virtue and merit. Upon the 
various forma and intricacies of law, I do not pre- 
fume to fpeak with decifion and competence; but, 
however, with regard to the original principle* of 
the Britifh conftitution, and the general outline and 
tenoor of Britilh jurifprudence, my reading, reflec- 
tion!, and obfervationi will juftify my remarking* 
that the conftitution has in ,its bofom many wife 
refervcs to redrels the grievances of the injured ; and 
that where there is a right there is a remedy. 

If there is implanted la human nature a principle 
la bafe and fo ignoble, that delights to thwart riling 
virtue and merit, or to harrafs the man polTefled of 
vigour and firnmeft of mind, it is not always that it 
effects its porpofet, becaufe rectitude of conduct, fm- 
cerity of fool, and fortitude of mind, are annoom 
that deiy the bnmdiflied weapons of envy, the feverity 
of criticifm, and tbe perfpicuity of malice. And 
upon thefe confiderations tbe counter-engine, or con- 
cealed aflalfins, Ihould have called to mind, that no 
chftiader is above the law — itai ftdtpana ad fej^undum, 
and the fuhpana diues tuam to produce documenta 
and evidences for the dete£tion of frand and pre- 
meditated defigns of min — that tbe trial kf jury, that 
aOims upm tbe tafe, certisrarit and tbe preciJatt if 
t^et if afpt^ te cbattcery, &c. are conftitntiooat 
armour, and legal meuu not to be trampled opoa 
with 
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mtb- ftnponitj to facri&ce innocetxne and gatenSty- 
of efrarafler, for patiiotk pFinct[rfe«, fltMl aSAr^f 
«]Mvtioiu of talents, to tfa« eodfeRt and dtfiga, lb« 
feAion and party of prirate confpkatofi, and tbo 
operating power of local prejud)c«>i in eompliaaoe 
with the fccret will and artutrsry detennidstions of 
any nnfgiiide^ defpoth Tli«y ftioald hare kilo con- 
fidrredp.thal the great priacifries of Ia«r and ^ftics 
wtn Bot-ta be Tiolated witboot doing away tbd 
cflential powers of t)ie conftitutiotv, 8b4^ iitftthttg tktf 
tif^ti a»d libertiea of the fobjeft ; «i4 that the m^ 
teotioQ of the legiflatara was> ^mm JUt, ta pntMltl 
thnSeo aod corruptions, and not to indid hiBWSftce 
in scowt of joftice apoft iaipr^ef metiveti; or t« 
bvmt genioi, tatenls, and virtue, out ot-(o^Bly, by 
Maqay aad a£if of injuflkc,' or to bioA tben froor 
the bofom of thrir comitry, by tovttnng ad peri 
fertiag words-fsow) tkicir aatoral a»d »bnoui'%iu&> 
ttti«o;«rby a hypepcrilieal nkety tai cominiii^ tho 
conAruittoD, and poiarting «€ dctaebed feafencci to 
meet aay qnibblrog ctairfci in Mry ligne— i m£k «r wSa 
wkkb mvy difgnoe ear flatute-booka, and tbr ho- 
WMrity of our cosotry, tbat woald be nukhig tbo 
crttgenrai of oppreffion, aad tbc fool of iafidioDraefa 
^id cimnplioD itklt to nfmp tke .adminiAratianl •( 
)«r and jofiiee ; bat, dtaitk Go^ the pobAie mmd, 
k»t"et>er forbmriiiff, bas Mitfotr been brokea dows* 
Mf corrapted to ttiat pitdt of fBiqoity t^.be ted b^ 
llw »ofi» 1^ Oe arta^ of 4elvfio^ aad tbe siere feece 

of 
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of empty foqitda, tu put the ds^er to Us oAa 
tliroat, or to huiry itfclf over the precipice of de- 
firu^ion, in compliance with uncouflitutional ««&«(. ' 
or the dcArudive genius of tieacliery and dafpotifau 
hut ji daily enlightened, and gaining fifcngth ia 
loyalty, patrioti(m, and firm allegiance. 

1 am aware of the inBuence of example, and that 
eaterprisea are guided by events ; but however, I am 
not like a mechanical niachiae, to be deterredby the 
acrimoHous replications of unfeeling rudencA, by the 
anhaUowed ciainour.of dulncfi, or tha afperity 4^ 
inblence, from exerting my pufooal talents with 
becoming independency of fpirit, and energy of lenti* 
nunt, fubfervient to the intercfla of a benevolent 
Sovereign, and a grateful nation. Ia a young man 
to be intimidated by any counter-engines of prirat* 
merit from a contcientious difobarge of duty, or t* 
be cndfaed in his riGng youth far propofiog puUic* 
ffHcited defigns of eventual advantage to bis country, 
and for Ibo ingeauons openaefa of fmil in developing 
froa the nobler fentimenta of honour, trull, and 
cosfidepce, projected plana of ftudiei in this embryo, 
to chara£terf , who are, or ought to be, the muni- 
ficent patrons of merit; and for the feif-devotion* 
loyalty, patriolifm, and condcicenfiDn to court little 
prote^on in flrattnefa of nrcumftancea, to carry pa- 
triolic dcfignsi with becoming energy and fiKcefs, 
into tfftQ.? Surely, no! Envy, malice, and revenge, 
nay impoleatly c&deaTour to play «(F Uie hatteriet 

of 
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of calumny, againft a£UoDi proceeding from the no- 
Uefl motive! ; but fuch an abaodoned phalanx, will 
foon be obliged to give way to the nobler enei^ietof 
truth, and the fublime accompIithmeotB of the guardian 
geniufes of the land, and the exalted chara£ler>, dif- 
tinguilhed for firmnefs of foul, and marked attach* 
nent to merit and to virtue. 

Attached to my Priace, upright ia my views, and 
firm in my refolutiona, I have, in taking a retrofpec- 
tive view of my few yean, and in fcanning my .youth- 
ful aftions, no accuiing flings of confcience to poifon 
my rcfle£ting hours, or to break the repofe of a tran- 
quil foul, nor refentmentg to deprecate; the path of 
honour liesAraight before me, and the talents which 
God has given me, I ihall, aa a peaceful and loyal 
fubjeft, in fpite of the feoff* and contumelies of any in- 
vidious or jealous counter-engines, endeavour to im- 
prove, and to exert, with becoming firmnefs, adivity, 
and refolution, fubfervient to the intcrcfla of niy King 
and my Country, and the focial duties of civil life. I 
may be reproached by the tongue of vulgarity, the ca- 
lumpy of malice, or the judgments of ignorance, for my 
fcanty pittance of fortune — but that fcanty pittance 
of fortune, or my poverty, if you pleafe, is irre- 
proachable. Whatever inconveniences I may expe- 
rience from inadequacy of fortune, to profecute my 
edutation and ftudiea, upon a more congenial plan, 
I defy the breath of flander itfelf, to touch the pro- 
bity or loyalty of my charader : and if circumllaoces 
effected 
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e9e£led any change in my private opinions, with re- 
gard to the merits or demerits, marking the leading 
traits in. charadlersof individuals, I defy the imputa- 
tion of inconDancy, or departure from my ideas, be- 
caufe that change Is grounded upon fa£ls, and is the 
refult of experience. Muft I, however quick and lively 
I may, from the ardour of youth, feel the tender fen- 
timents of fnendftiip and affe^ion, fuperllitioufly ve- 
nerate, though I foi^ive the cli^rafler or memory of 
the dark alTailant, who invidioufly endeavours, under 
the fliallow vejl qf diiBmulation, and (he cloak of 
hypocrify, to choak up before me every avenue, by 
laifreprefentations, diftortioos, and obloquy, and to 
cover the perfidious treachery, and crime of attempts, 
unchriflianly labours, by vulgar contumelies, and 
vindi^ive reproaches, to affaflinatc my character with 
perfonagcs, whofe moral integrity, inflexible juftice, 
3nd fuperior underflanding I admire, and, to avoid 
being called into account, ferocioufly exerts from a 
fpririt of jealoufy, and the crooked policy of.cunning, 
beliind the fcene, every nerve to obfcure my reputa- 
tion, as a fcholar, and a man of honour, and to put 
matters in a train, to affefl my fecurlty, or to have 
my innocence profcribed? Would that he compa- 
tible with the rectitude of moral a£lIons, the firft in- 
terefts of fociety, and the nohle confcioufnefs of vir- 
tue? Xhough there is in the forgiving of injuries, 
a native benignity, and may be juftly called the per- 
fe^lion of human virtue i yet, without that fortitude, 
' R that 
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that natural annour of the mind, whicli pula oiir fa- 
culties with full vigour in the attitude of oppoGtion, 
and infpires a fpirited deportment towards biir ene- 
miet, or that intrepid firmoefB, that undaunted zeal 
and refolutioni that call, with all the force of nature, 
the coiluiire energies of (he loullnto a£lion, in de- 
fence of patriot-worth, life, and liberty ; gcherofity 
of chara£ler, loyalty of dilpofitibn, arid fnnocence 
of manners, would be fooh crufhed uiitler mt iroh 
fcourge of opprelfion and the gloomy difpofition of 
tyranny, and f^ll a helplefs facrifice to the lawlefs 
force, or combined efforts of fraud, malice, treachery, 
and injuftice. 

But as we are not all fuperibr to tlie jafciiiatibg 
power of interef), the force of corrupted habits and 
prejudices, or panelJed of tliat ijifcriminatihg fagaclty, 
attention, learning, reClitude of foul, anfl abilities, 
capable of analyzing motives of action, through all 
the monArous artifices and labyrinths of frauds and 
oppreflions, or the finifter views and bye-defighs of 
combination, or through the feveral parts and inci- 
dents of premeditated fchemes, clan Jeit in e)y concerted 
by rankling jealoufy, and oppreflive tyranny, to de- 
prefa or crufh riting merit. and virtue, in fcencs of 
affli^ion, nor to form juA conclulions or refolutions 
upon them, by a clear and evident chain of reafon ; 
we ftiall, having truth for the clue, and it Being a 
natural fuppofition, that the mind in which the feeds 
of virtue have grown iiito'any ilrength and vigour, 
might 
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might be it^terefted in being farther led into fhcfecrct 
fqheme of plea, and dete^ipn of frauds, introduce 
(as we dp not think it unbecorning any man, to bear 
hM t£fli[i].ODy againtl principle^ it|confiltent with our 
e$n:lkut icpaQft4tionf however elTentially his fenti- 
iQiepts and pgj^ions may ttilTqr and claih with the 
f^rceand b^flter, the whiin^id papiice of any bullies 
in tJiG dire^iflP; ^]ipt -^^^ clamour of party, and 
bijuficf) ^^ t\\w jDjatiuns), a parallel cafe, exa£t in 
point, aad pQrfjje the fubje^ in a prec^^rfive, and as 
brief w m&n^r V poflible, through fcenea of confe- 
ie«i.Qe», waring ?ll popular prejudices, and abating 
i)»tber. tbfi fpFpe nor weight of our enquiries, and 
i^tSXyy* anfjiye^i, in {Oiir iovel^igations upon the 
pQJptifl de^te, and ^nj^ia^ed eode^yojirs to reflify 
laJt^ caufe; aj^ (fffe^s, by the rays of truth, and 
t'bft reflftft^ligjjtflf experience. " por the truth o£ 
thipgs }a always immutaily t^ £iHie, and though 9^9 in 
IQOO, (b^uli f)c m^k^n i/i tb;eir juijg.ments about it, 
ycjt yriii qot tfwir mifi^kcs alter the nature of truth, 
nor 4£llroy ^hofe ^ecclTary relations, that are betwixt 
the feyeial i^eas pf thing?." 

C^^^fegve^tJy, to penetrate into the leading princi- 
pled, aral fe^et (piings of the Cu^bje^ in difcuflion, 
yie xaifQ. figure to ourCelvea 3 young man cal led upon 
l^y incide^ice of circumJlaiices in his earlier youth, 
pi:eyiou^ /to U^ completion »f his education, to cope 
vfflatbe jadygrfe frowns of ^fortuije, hy the dint of 
^i» .(jjvp ra^rj^, in tJite pro^ittipn of iis^ fludies and 
, education, 
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education, and whofe unbiafled honour and integtity, 
in calling his talents into adton, and in making the 
confcience of his duty the principle of his conduct, 
fuhjefled him to the affected difpleafure of a few ig- 
norant private defpots, who, from jealoufy, oppref- 
five views, and petty confideratioui, merely f«r hii 
being poffeiTed of the re£l!tude of foul and private 
virtue, to think and to a£t for himfelf, and of the for- 
titude, refolution, and faculties, to bear up under 
accumuhted dtHicullies, with manly attitude, a^ive 
loyalty, and undiminifhed energy, in upright endea- 
vours, and patriotic defrgn?, reforted to mifreprefen- 
tationa to raife the paffeof caDt and clamour againft 
his rifing reputation ; and who, determined to per- 
fecute that virtue which they could not fubdue, and 
to ruin that innocence which they were unable to be- 
tray, endeavoured, by a vile oefarious fcheme, the 
arts of fedu£iion, fraud, and chicanery, to render his' 
talents, accomplifhroents, or virtues, the fource of 
misfortune to him, and, by keeping within the pale 
of feeming probabilities to facrifice in obfcurity, under 
the reputed crime of fedition, and a conduct danger* 
ous to the Hate, the innocence and loyalty of his 
diaraf^er, to the violence and indifcrimination, or 
blind fury of party-jealoufy, and the evil genius of 
the times. There is fomething alarming, you'll fay, 
eren in the found of fuch a fcheme, and particularly 
when dire^cd by concert and delign, petulance and 
injuflice, to extinguilh the force of talenti, when 
engaged 
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engaged in anycaafe, worthy the exertions of geniuit 
and tlie principles of patriotifm ; and upon thefe con- 
lideralions I anticipate the upright, honed patriot* 
the gentteman, and the chritlian, may feel himfelf 
anxioully difpofed to enquire at once, without guin^ 
to all the round about quellioiia, into the motives <if 
the action, and the merits of the caufe, namely — 

Has he, like an avowed child of Jacobinifm, 
advanced any pofitions, or cfpoufed any political 
maxims, tending, if carried into execution, to anni- 
liilate the fundamental principles of the Britilh con- 
fittution, or wilfully abetted any vifionary fcheme of 
univeriai freedom, or demoJilhing principles, which, 
in the iHue, would inevitably introduce defpoliftn on 
one hand and flavcry on the other? Has his leading 
principle of action and fentiments in his epillolary 
correfpondence, or in the pleafantries of converfationt, 
and the circle of his friends, proved him inconllaut 
in his friendlhip, or undeferving of confidence, or 
in the lesfl an enemy to fociety, and the fubordi- 
nations of civil government, or to the civil aqd 
religious liberties of our country, to the ProteDant 
religion, or, in other words, to the divine original of 
the Holy Scriptures, the doctrines of the gofpel, or 
the truth of Chriftianity ; or has he, when the moft 
gloomy feafona were engendering, confpired with 
foreign enemies or dometlic traitors againft his King 
and hit Country; or, like a bigotted intellect, a 
fpurioui patriot, or a cringing Have, circumfcribed 
Uie 
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the ld<a of CTery merit, juftice, and humanity, within 
the conhnes of his pwn country, or the pale of his 
owo perfuafions ? Ho f though they were the en- 
gines we played off in the dark, ia full expectatipna 
of inveigling the tripling youth, and, by the aids of 
srtifices, fraud, violence, aod injullice, of having him 
impeached and extinguilhed ; but, to qur difappoint? 
insnts and niqrtihcationa, his religious tenets and 
political maxims, defeated all our applications; and, 
upon bringing the fubjeil to the teft of experience, 
forcibly combined ts> extort from us a decided negative^ 
What has he then dope to caufe the eajy and malice 
of a few concealed afltiilants to arm againft him with 
(upb riolence ? To b« brief — he dared in his fituatio^ 
to be faithful to big trvjt, to combat l9cal prejur 
dices, and the feuds of particular intends for the 
^neral good of the community, to be iadicpenden^ 
in his feotiments, and, under the fererer frowna of 
fortune, and when the ftortp threatened ruin, to )x 
loy^ to bis SQVEREIQN, and lleady tg bif couNTRy, 
a£iive in his exertions, and firm in hif attachment, 
lo perfevere in the path of duty, to fpura meanneAf 
t9 be the friend of humanity. Aja,d th* f^t^ pf bei^g 
APy W9y curtailed in our endeavours, pr iefixet wid^ 
to make ou;- will and fitafure the uncftn^quled ^d 
.abfolute rules of coodud, and law of <9pinji9n, on 
penalty of being called for mifcond4^ in^ ^couat, 
by the fpirited depgrtjnent and a£tiv« loy^ty, or b/ 
thf: Uit^lig^ce and a^dr^^ of 9 yp9>lg mw ^ hjs 
rifiug 
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riCng youth, who bad but little to give, atid M 
(kvouta to bedow but the folitary exertions of the 
gifli aitd bleffings of nature, aftnated us to attempt 
l&^ping hit moral and political charaAer in obfcurlty 
fbr bis fuppreffion, and to fmdther his talents id their 
embryo ; and, by the utiited aids or potrefi ttt 
tteathery, folfehood, violence, and ihjuftice, tvir f» 
incapacitate him, if poflible, upoti poltats which tt- 
prefented theinfelveB to bur ideas of things, elt^Atlkl 
to his adrancement, and confeqAently, like fahhfnt 
confederates, we omitted no endeavours, arts, ortfh!-' 
canery *e Were Capable of to Itrengthen the phalaaxj 
in order to ^'ut dur proJeCled fcheme With lefs 6|r^ 
poGtibfi, and better dOiirance, in execution. 

Ihfluebeed \tfitli thefe fecret vieMrs of thingk, bMa^ 
bis Inent and t6y^lty, bisaflivity and nfoltitioii, W« 
knew ; ^itd as h!a talefiti, and geiriut of teind, tpiAi'- 
taoeotilly lied to p«rfeveTe with fhmnefs in the path «f 
virtue, loyalty, ind honour, we fconfefjueiitly th««^t 
it out imtae^^te ibtet^s to feek, iA cbVKtii, M^ 
the maik of iriSndfhip, every 'pretext and oppor- 
tunity to hurt him ; and with All the prefehJry artfc 
and fi'neffes we were capable WpV(Kiir6» ainotrgtOH«- 
temptible afoftares! Itinerant pfcdiats! Wiwl-combets S 
tard-maket%.' And all the herd iX abandoned ton*- 
IfcderateB, iGgnatiires ! — ^in brdef to fill tip in htipofiflg 
nn, and io put certain Vnibaring qtieftfons, fftat 
Were likely to produce, in the ovwflowings of cbni- 
VtriaUoni, abj anfwer* Olr OfefetvatSttW that ittfghf, 
with 
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■with fraud itnd chicanery, be niatiglsd, and diHarted 
io meet, if poflible, oar fecret defignJog views, and, 
certain Aatute claufes ; and, had our power been 
equal to our will, to &\'erwlietm him with obloquy, 
to foil his intentions, to ruin him with his friendv, 
to augment his embarralTments, and, if we could but 
poflibly attain our points, to have him deprived of 
cftablifhed rights, and expelled college. Indeed, the 
m&nW we iaterefled ourfelves, and the exertions 
cUndefiinely made to that effeCl, and the mode the 
JeGga concerted to impeach collectively, the honour, 
the uodeHlanding, and moral integrity of the Re- 
Tetead the Principal, and Fellqws of Jefu»CoI~ 
lege, OxoN., and other diftinguiftied chambers, and 
the deception* reforted to iq order to caufe thkm to 
strife their invf;{ted truft, and to have the pre- 
poflerons fcheme Qgned and ufhered in, to have his 
innocence and loyalty impeached and extinguifhed, 
Rttod not in need of our glofs and expation j the 
m£Uoi^ ii a no myflery, and heft fpeaks for itfelf. 

But to be fure, not with {bnding the petty arts and 
malignant affiduity privately exercifed to feek any 
inftances as proofs, that might any way, even from 
his infancy, by their joint-applications, take from 
bia character and perfonal qualities: and the intereAs, 
exertions, or repeated efforts, are made to effect the 
putpofes of our anxious hopes, debarred we were of 
one tingle flaw to aflail him openly ; and then we 
tiioa^t expedient in the Grft inOance to endeavour, 
with 
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with great imaginary adrottnefs, fecrefy, and cunniag, 
to fap in obfcurity hia moral and political character* 
in hopes, by keeping within the pale of feeming 
probabilities, to corrupt the integrity of the cha- 
racters we endeavoured to fet againft him; and, to 
prevent, if poflible, by the whifpers of calumny, 
and the poifon of detraction, his reputed fnends, as 
well as the great and the learned, from doing any 
thing for him, when under the frowns of fortune. 
As we tliought by attempting to impofe upon their 
difcernment to impeach their honour, and to dupe - 
tliem to our own good liking, the genius of his dif- 
pofition, and tmpetuolity of youth, might gradually, 
by fuch adopted means, roufe hia indignation, and 
hurry him to tJie trapa de%D«dly: and wilfully laid 
for him, in a manner inviting enough, according to 
the fu^eflions of our own minds,- and, indeed, the 
inllructions of procedure, which we, by unfounded 
aflertions, and aid of artifices, have had the honour 
of receiving, in a clandelline manner, from cha- 
ncters, wljora we, for fear, courage and valour, 
honour and jullice, would buoy him up to make a 
determined refiftance to acts of injuftice, and our 
repeated attempts to bring ruin upon him, inlidiouily 
laljoured, from the firft projecting of the fecret 
icheme, to render, by mifprifion, as equally amenable 
as ourfelvca to the laws of the land, in order, if he 
were to have the fortitude and the circumllsnces of 
fortunt; to Ble bills againll us tn Chancery, or to iile 
h criminal 
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crimiual informations againft as in tbeCourt of King's 
Bench, or other courts of judicature, to back our 
efforts, like a corps de referve, to keep us in coun- 
tenance, to plead in our favour, to (hare that load of 
odiam and reproach always concomitant on actions 
<jf fuch a dye, and to protect ns, if pollible, from 
the juft refentment of the law, and the avenging 
hand of juflice. And in purfuing that fyftem of 
policy, we built alfo our moft fanguine hopes upon 
the expectation of accomplifhing ultimately the object 
of our fecret wifhes, by induf^rioully circulating that 
he was on the verge of bankruptcy, and in the jaws 
«f ruin, and by endeavouring to ftimulate thofe 
characters to whom he happened to be perfonally and 
nominally known, to the adoption of rafh, illegal 
meafures; and, had our fuccefs been equal to our 
endeavours, to place him in that predicament, which 
might prevent them giving, or he receiving any 
marks of favour with grace. 

But what fliall we fay ? For to our mortifications, 
infamy, and reproach, his general line of conduct, 
his principles, his actions and politics proved, in 
fact, to the examiners of his conduct, though chiefly 
formed of his enemies, to his friends, and the world, 
quite the reverfe of oiir defigned and wilful rcpre- 
fenlations, dete£ted the confpiracy, undid all our 
plans, and defied even the breath of llander. And as 
the genius of the Britith conflitution is fo formed to 
protect private virtue, and public juftice, his innocence 
fponta- 
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fpentaneoufljr turned the voice of liis country in hit 
favour, and our mlftlemeanours are deservedly had 
in deteflation, and from them are drawn the noblefl 
conclufions in favour of deprelTed virtue. That is 
the rut^—For to his friends and himfelf the machina- 
tion is a no fecret; it is too plain to be e»ncealed, 
and too true to be denied ; conl'equentty, nothing ii 
left ui but a complete overthrew of the premeditated 
de%n, its difgracc, and igoominy ; and fhe only 
confoling, though painful reflections, that to err is 
incident to human nature ; and, like concealed 
culprits, to dread the juft refentmcht of the law, and 
the avenging hand of juftice for mifdemeanoura and 
hidden fccnes of undeferved opprefltuns, afid to hide 
our diminiftied beadi under the winga of ignorance, 
and the clouds of error. As mffryhn gre»tly 
aggravates the crime of attenrpte, and renders tlie 
actions AiU, if poffible, of a blocker hue. This 
being a brief ftate of the cafe, and the parallel is tOs 
obvious to need any application. 

Quitting the motley band, and my further explana- 
tion of their actions or intentions, let me turh my 
eye to a ferener profpect which opens upon my view. 
When I reflect upon the moral integrity, the pa- 
triotifm, and humanity of the character^ actuated by 
the pure principles of religion, and the noW«r nwtivcs 
of virtue, who, by fmcerity of lAattners and gene- 
rofity of miad, adds dignity to rank and toftune ; 
and, with the approbation of an inw*rd csnfcieiicti, 
illuf- 
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illuftrionfly arifes, " ftil! and fteady, filent, but yet 
refolute, ardent without clamour, and active without 
confufion," into cfteem and cunfidence : fuch a cha- 
racter, whether in the fplendour of public life, or in 
the bofom of retirement, engages the aiFetlion of 
Tirtue, the attachment of honour, and the fidelity of 
'friendfhip. So infeparablc ia virtue from the good 
withei, and good opinion of the reflecting mind, and 
feeling heart ; and how far the worthy character to 
whom the fecond part of this publication has been 
written, merits public efteem or veneration, can be 
beft traced in his virtuous friendfhip, the nobler 
in fiances of generoGty, and dilinterefted attach- 
ment. There is a native beauty in habitual bene- 
volence which wins onr affection, and a dignity in 
virtue which commands our admiration ; and the 
private friendlbip of the liberal ia firm and con- 
ftant; and his virtuous conduct never fails to fecure 
the intereft, attachment, and confidence of all con- 
liderate chatadlers formed for the exercilfe of friend- 
ship and the virtues of private life. It is the beft 
antidote againft the inveteracy of malice, and an 
acquifition not to be changed for the " gold of 
Ophir." 

As the Britilh empire is a confolidatcd power, that 
magnanimoully arofe by the fuperior wifdom of iti 
conftitution and fupreme legiflature, by the fuperior 
genius and fortitude of the ftatefmen, heroes and phi- 
Jofophers it produced, by the oversowing influx of 
commerce. 
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commerce) aqd confequent increafe of capital, by 
impfovementa of local circumftances, and a general 
ipirit of emulation, by its public unanimity, aod firm 
allegiance, in fpite of all the Ihocks of political be- 
reficB, into fuch national fplendouri, and diltingvijfhed 
bonours, as well as weight in the fcale of nations, and 
became, by its liberal fcheme of policy, and its in-^ 
cxhauflible fund of public virtue, and public fpiiit, 
the MARTof commeire, and, like Athens, the feat 
of the arts and fciencet ; the inftitution of an appro* 
priated fund, under legiilative patronage, for the 
protection of literary projects, when planned by ge- 
nius, loyalty, and patrlotifnt, and diftinguiAied for 
Taflnefs of conception, or greatnefs of ftyle in the 
de6gn, muft excite the noUell raptures or fenfations, 
in ihe mind of a patriot King, and a grateful Nation, 
diftinguifhed for its loyalty, patriotifm, and the nobler 
motives of fcufibility, raife Iho mind from nervoui - 
timidity — • 

" Multoa in fumma pericula miGt 

" Venturi timer ipfe mali" — 

into dignity of conceptions, and elevated fentimenti 
of national gratitude. 

The propofed inftitution, like all the nobler pro- 
poGttons, wants neither the iropofing influence of 
feme nor celebrity, much lefs the aids of artifices, 
or the ignis fatuus of delufion, to ufher it forward 
into public confideration. Itftanda, like (he fuperior 
character of TauxH, firm. Heady, and immutable, 
upon 
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ufoa ttK (oMd bafia of Its own intrinfic merit { end 
(bat Httrinfic merit will fpotitaqeciufly fecure aa inlii- 
tution, of fuch a fource of ^lory to the Monarch, 
and practical good to the Nation, the approbation, 
had uaeguirocal Sanction of 999 io toop, I will be 
bold to allert, of all his Majefiy's dutiful and loyal 
Subject!, over all the wide doniiiiiiHis of the Bfitiftt 
cOtpite, if the public voice will be confuUed, or the 
genuine featiments of the nation lideoed to. But in 
puking this obfervation, young and inexperienced as 
1 Btay be confidered, I am not fo great a firanger to 
the ways of the world, to fuppofe my fentimeot* 
upon the proje£led inftitution, although a no party- 
queflion, and a Jrjidtratum will totally eicapc low 
puerile illiberal cavils, and objections. But for tny 
part 1 fhall ever leave the fftlfe pride, the midaken 
policy, and Ihallow diflimulation, of little fubfil 
crafty minds, to be confuted by their own (brdid wea- 
pons, as being the bell way of anfwering fuch adver- 
faries. To fuch it is in vain to fpeak, uid forfuch I 
wonld not be thought to write. I fpeak to the liberal 
ftatefman, the fagacious politician, and enlightened 
pbilofopher, and by the colieflive wifdom, the fuperior 
■virtues, and dininguiOied honours of my country, 
I will be underAood. I neither expeA the plan to b? 
adopted as foon as propofe<l, nor do I fuppofe that it 
will be rejected, throughwilfulnefsand defign, or in- 
attention to in,vefljgate its merits, or for the want of 
public fpirit, magnanimity, and difinteieftedneft, to 
raife. 
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ratfe TufMrlar to papular prejudices, party Ttewe, aoA 
pnrticular interefla. 

The genius-of my difpofuion little leads me to rar- 
nifli my idcM with the glofs of hypocrify, to corntpt 
the integrity of innocence, or to drefa up my f^ti- 
ments un^rthecoverings of ditlimulalion, to Aratb* 
the noxious vantty, and paradoxical whims of littlo 
coufequential newfpaper paiiticiaDs, much lefs to 
pamper up the folly and ignorance of any counter- 
engifles of genius, worth, and merit, droning 
away their days in the haunts of fafhionable fol- 
lies, and, in the funfliine of profperily, looking with 
»n eye of afTe^ed indifference, and (hy eva&ons upon 
afellow-fubjed, their equal, perhaps their fu per ior, 
in every ref)w^, 1r fcenea of diftrefg, orundeferved 
<q)preffioiis> In regard to this falhionable prevailing 
vice, or low con tri ranee of envy^ malice, ignorance, 
and falfity, it were to have been wifbed the chara^ra 
accuftomed to fplendour, wealth, and pteafnre, would 
but place, in imagination, before their face, the un- 
deferved oppreffions, the feoflla and contumelies, which 
afflicted genius, worth, and merit, are obliged to 
combat, or the ftupcndous difficulties, which the 
high honour, the exquifite delicacy, and tremoloua 
fenfibility of many a youth of fuperior talents, may 
have to brave in the accompljlhments of noble objects, 
for want of fome eftablifhed refburce, from whence 
the man of genius, worth, and integrity, may, in 
fcenes of afRiftion, with elegant propriety, and upon 
honourable 
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bonourabte terme, derive encouragement, or patronage 
adequate to their talents and merit, without being 
reduced to the pitiable dilemma of watching oppor- 
tunities, and to wait in anxiou* fufpenfe for provi- 
fional arrangements from codrt-favourites, who 
»re often over-ruled by fuperior interefls, and the 
rafii decifionB of caprice and humour. 

That petty oppreflive fpirit, that unfeeling in- 
diSerence, that Itudied dillimulation, and decay of 
private friendfliip, would be foon loft in the nobler 
motives of generofity, fenfibility, honour, and mutual 
confidence, if thofe who are born to inftrufl, to 
guide, and to preferre, were' but to fcan their own - 
conduct and actions, and " to confider in the lerenity 
of their morning thoughts, whence arofe the mirth, 
the gaiety, and entertainment of the evening before." 
Was it from the fober, ferious difcullion of any 
important point in religion and morality, from the 
difcovery of any thing that might promote the wel- 
fare of fociety, or the happinefs of their fellow- 
creatures, from the applaufes beftowed on negie£ted 
viituct or the refolutions taken to reward it? When 
they, as Lord Bolingbroke — Fai tft ab hoftc 
Jeceri — ^juflty remarks, prove fuch, tbey, like the 
wife minifler who fees the objcfla that are diftant, 
as well as thofe that are near, and all their remote 
relations, and even their indireft tendencies who 
thinks of fame as well asof applaufe, and prefers that, 
which,, to be enjoyed, mull be gtven^ to that which 
may 
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may be bouglit, who cootiders hia adminillrattoD as 
a fingle day in the great year of government, but as 
a (lay that is affeiled by thofe which went before, 
and that muft affe£t thofe which are to follow, 
who combines therefore, and compares all thefe 
objefls, relations and tendencies, and the judgment 
he makes on an entire, not a particular furfey of 
them, is the rule of his conduA, exhibit to us 
EXAMPLES of the higheft virtue, and truell piety. 
But when the few on whom the Author of nature is 
gracioufly pleafed to beflow a lai^er portion of the 
ethereal fpirit than is given in the ordinary courfe of 
providence to the fona of men, when Ihefe men, who 
are born to ioflru^t, to guide, and to preferve, and 
to be the guardian angels of the country they 
inhabit, inftead of being giiides and prote^ors ; but 
like a charaAer of limited trnderilanding and mer- 
cenary views, who deilher kes, rror is concerned to 
fee, any farther thaii bia [ferfoiial interefla require, 
apply their talents to other purpofes when they 
IVrive to be great, and dAfplfe being good, they 
commit a mod facrilegioua breach Hf truf), they 
pervert the means, they defeat xs far as lies in them 
tbe defigns of Providence, and diflurh in fome fort 
the fyftem of Infinite wifdom." But as the Briliih 
empire is a power abounding with fuperior fpirits and 
fuperior virtues, and that by the genius of Its con- 
ftitution, and the magnanimous conduct of its 
Sovereign, raifes with fuperior eoergieSf and tri- 
i umph 
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umph in the mofi arduous and complicated Aruggles, 
let us look forward with unfliakea confidence, ala- 
crity, and unanimity to the iffue of things. The 
great defigns of Providence are uniform and un- 
erring; and the genius of truth will, in fpite of 
oppofite impretlions, triumph at laH over the fpirit of 
error that oppofes it. 

Nil cespkrandum — Potuit qu« plurima 
virtus esse fuit. 
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to profecute my ftudLe! with vigour of exertions, and faccefs of 
application, diiblaled from the nobler motives of truft, confidence, 
and honour — And an ardent ^1> to P^e in my reAgnatton of a 
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p:^ AS diftince of fvtuitiont ind otbcr inCerfering dutict, prevented 
the Aucliar from fuperinteoding tht pitfs. in perfon, tjipogra- 
pliicit Errors luve crept into [he impreflion, which* upon [liis 
ground and confideiation, the candid and judicious reader will 
generouny excufe, and take in good part: — the following is 
a table of theprincipal Errata. 

^ R E f jIC Z. 

Vwm Y'- '^"* ' "^ iBVeBM j«rf hinted 
VM, BDte « koRom — Trua trafl 

S = ;: = St E ^L 
^ — r 



peftpkufey -^-j ptr^tocKy 



L E T T E k S. 

lor i^iri^indlittkHri- ri 
I — nopi Z 



V, — yi z 35"" =Sr" , 

90 f, _ obliqiiy ubloquy 

Ji ic — eonlrafled ooBirrft* 

110 ,; — iniAftrencM inftreneei 

"i i| -<■ ctiitiAerMc -"^ ctal*i^eriM 



eiffiid tttrwd 

aiaOipM -^^ cctnftd 

fiirliludeof dJrutud 

calanftiR calumni 



yj := 
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LETTER I. 



louK ]ordflu[^s beneroleiit and haaune dUpofidon, whicli 
ever feela pleafure in promodng every land able it&gji, and 
beni&etit purpofe, luisisitea me fb ai to prefume to treTpofi 
on your lordfbip'a patience for a few moments npon a fab* 
je£l-matter, wUch I have defeired from ' time to time for 
Jcar uS being coniideccd a too prefumptuoiis . youth ; and in 
hopes the fubjed woold have been propbfed by Mr. Hnghea, 
the tedor of Dolgelley, a^ being, I thought, ' from the de- 
pofited xia&, in a ftir and candid way of proceeding, tlie 
periim more immediacely concerned xa confult your lonyhip 
upon it. , . . . ( I 1 . .. 

But in cMiieqtKnce of the difcouraging mode Mr. Hagho 
Gtrndttftf himfeif fur carrying into eficfl a plan of improve- 
ment, which woold be of fignal fcrvicc to tlie futuie intere&t 
of. the fchool, as the inner apartmentt of the hoofe were 
never, fintihed, I ihinit it a duty arifing &rata, my fitnation 
tf) apprize your lonUhip of the natuff and neceSty of the 
impioTcment. 

B Mr 
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My predeceffors have been fuccelUvely^, or, at leaft, in 
genCTal, by whal I can leam, in the habit of puriiiing a 
plan of (etting one part of the houfe for poor people to live 
In, and for the receptitm qf goo44 which has operated to the 
piejadice of the fchool in many points of view. The apart- 
ments, on my fucceeding, were, in a pecuniary point of view, 
fct to veiy good advantage, I did cot wifh to render any im- 
mediate inconvenience t» ikeA who were then in the taking 
of [hem : and I have long expefkd the improvement to be 
propofed by the rcftor. I declined propofing it for fear it 
might have been thought that I wiflied to vic^tc my merit 
to myfelf in the propofa! thereof. 

When dM ftll of timber toot ^nct, I expeSied the ^wt. 
EHWta weii conainly tkan he inihecl, whhane ita bca^ 
piCfcffd hff mtk who hud but juft iutcwded la the fchgol; 
at th«n reaaaiicd fo con&denUo an evtri&a after ibe dif. 
f«KiK (e^ingi, Itc. (a ^ tencmeot ia DcxbigUfaitv hod 
btw coti^tttd. Eigtur pottixls wcr% kowevo, then want, 
iof on foMC of tbo Msrionctklhuc gatcii and Aerc the 
offtrpliM Wtt iawncdiuriy advaiKcd, without roftrving tncn^, 
or thti^ pomd;. n^ch. witk pn^r maiuqfnnent wouid, or 
nearly, put the houfe in decent habitable repair. 

In die cdorffe of latk ym when Di. BkaV* bmefaaioa of 
bac4s far fmuidimg a library wai obtained j (whit^ 1 would 
mri haic befB enabled to carr^ Into eSkSt had ic n«t been 
fdt the adive ma^Mei a which I was ficDnAid oa my irk 
pM^n^ it by the itvcreid Mi. Parry, of H«tidi«fcrtan> 
aad whci I was ongagtd i* having the boeJt-cale, and oiw of 
the rooms decently &tred up for the reception of the bacA*) 
I fug- 
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I ftfga&ei pafotuiJiy to Mr. HughM the mtae£tf of puttiat 
ikt ojputBKvt] «t tli« fckool in proper habitilik rqiAirt and 
thit I hoped, pFOTtded t^ pUu would meet widt your 
kirddup's tppieintioDt he would ait have, tbt 3caft obJAdtm 
U hivint an <otder ifliied out to itik ■ pan of ^ a»nc7 
•dnnccd on die ptts tor lb trul}' nectfliuy and defir^e on 
tnd. I proaiiled'too, ifaeni if that Tum flunld f^nve inaik- 
quate, n> nuke up die deficienc}' taybif. Uy ciKutnllaitcti 
were not then la ftniccBd u thxy iave btm fis^. 

Inddcd I ezpeflcd Mr. Hdghet' feiUidKBO vrbM <stmioif 
be in uAiico with my own tor ceitying fb JMtdable • pka 
of improvement into caecmtno ; u I vru canfclcua of httiltg 
ever ujcd cveiy sgceTtios and expMioc to the czunt of Biy 
power in iofirariag nretjr tdVantafc cslailatBd t» «dnioe 
^ kteielb of the fcbool in wjr point of view. AW 
u t ccnpetent ftiU io wriung and cj'pfaeunc we i*iy r»- ' 
^ui£ie laleitti to qnatify ctiiUrcn thus ciicuafltiiced fat 
bnfinels ai;d trade, as well as to BU diher dceetkt infeiiOr 
fitnations in life j I ineaiit to procure, if I could bring the 
pba ahd tky circtunftMOM 10 bev weD, a perioB «f floady 
ptittcipkii bmL compctcntlf &IUed in &gtm and pniBW 
Aip, to fiipcriMcnd dut ikpertsient, and to aiEfi me in «^ 
nlerating the ^ngrefi of thofe vii» wc jit& in the elcraaMi 
of reading t which { thontht vMld be highly ndvutegeow 
to the manial intends (rf' the Ichnol, tic town, ud tlifc 
n^ljbbouihood; To attead to the difiacnt bMncbe* Ja (tf- 
Sckat IO cxhaHft and wear dawa the powera of l^ MOit 
•Aive mind gud conlUtuuoD. 

TIk tofivcr I rtoeived mwt quite the (tverfe of what I 

.ta^pcOcd; I dceBxd it tim tsviy hard, ud uniuOifitLk^ th%t 

B z the 
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the fatuK intvelb of the fchool fhould fo conJidcrtbl^ faSer, 
merely ^ conleqacnce of my having Tome time twck fpoke, 
u I thought k my immediate and boimden duty, againll the 
injudicioui plan oi nominating and admitting any children 
fo young M in their fifth or fiith year, before tiicy were 
taught even die alplubetg, on the foundation of a Grammar 
School, when it was not in the power of the paie&ts of 
thole children to keep them nearly regular at fchool, or lb 
provided, and clothad, m to be covered firom the cold, when 
they did attend : as well as in confequence of my having 
IJkevnfe fpoken againS the privilege, wbkh Mr. Hughes 
Aflumed merely upon his own authority, of adding four 
cluldrcn to the fpenfed number to be taught gratis on the 
foundation, on account of the final) advance the improve- 
ment caufed in the tenement in Denbighfhire. Indeed I couh} 
not help obferving the hardlMp of the meaAire, when money 
has been nominally fo laifed, and the prices of every kind 
of ^vifioni have rifen to more than tipblc fincc the period 
^ fchool vnu inftituted. 

if the putting oW of the improvement) at Mr. Hu^Mt 
nuke* a merit of fetting his face againft me upon evety 
occafion, (^lentted no fartheT than merely to my dtfadvan- 
tage, I Ihould not have exerted, or intCrelled myfelf fo much 
on this point. But as it has no fmall tendency of being pre- 
jtu£ctal to the future interefis of the fchool, in counterafUng 
the efforts now made to promote its advantages, to raifc iti 
repute, in order to render it a greater acquifition to dte com- 
munity, I think it my booRdcn and indifpen£ble duty at 
leaft to acquaint your lordihip with it. Indeed I would 
have done myfelf the honour of writing on this fulled 
^triicri had it not been on account of your lordfltip's iil-ftate 

of 
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«f beallbt which I am vny happy to learn sow by Mr. Pany 
it pretty wdl reftored. 

To purfue the plan of fetiung the ronni in difieient 
apartments to poor people to live in, or what is ftiU worre, 
to fiifier then) to amtioue uninhabited in their prefcnt fiate, 
till the houfe may probably decay fo far as to be on the 
verge of falling into ruins, would fet my condaA in a verjr 
culpable point of view, and fubjeA ine lo the merited le- 
proachet of my fncceObn. 

I anderftand letten have been juft received tiom govem- 
nwnt by fi>me of the afUng commifii(»ier« of thii county 
tefpeffing the Land-tax buiinefi. It is prefiuned nieetii^ 
will he held on that end here this or the next mimth. The 
afleSmeats of the two tenements bdonging to the fchool 
are ratedi I believci at or about twelve pounds. The 
■fleflinent of one t know is rated at fix pounds, and 
that of the other, I Fancy, cannot be more : though I 
have not yet had an opportunity, fince the aft paficd, of 
enquiring into it with certaJnty. Upon moderate calculation 
I hnmbly piefume that if only fifty pounds were now railed 
of the ei^ty pounds advanced on the gates, it would, agtee- 
ably to the prefent ftate of the f ublic Fundi, be neariy 
fuffident with judicious management to redeem the land-tax 
of the two tenements, and with ftriA economy, and but 
litde affiftance, to put the fchool-faoufe too in decent ha- 
bitable repair. 

As the houfes now on boA the tenements are in good 
repair (and good houfes they ire) it would be adnfabk, 

and 
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ttd vay condttcive to tlic future iatoelb of the Icboolf 
and my fucceflbrS) to have the tenements aaiaediaaiy leafed 
for a certain tena of years at a moderate fctting, in order 
that the. lands may be the boKt improved. The defponding 
idea of being mtri tetituti ai viili prev«iiu tlteifr from 
lauichiiig into any expQtce of improvraeiKs, which wilt 
■ot give immediate retBrni,-^ plan very pfgtidicia] to the 
KBemenC], uid eventuiUy to the united intereAs of Ura 
fchool and tlw maAer thereof. This is b matter of fad* 
which fiknt indifference may have concealed, or psfied over 
unnoticed, highly deferving of confideration, and which 
with a great deal of concern I jull touch upon. For thoagh 
I hovs but a limited intvell in the fchool, I fliould con- 
fider myfdf toft to evety featimcnt of gratitude, regard, «nd 
•aachraCRt to thofe choradets, wlio honourably backed m/ 
hpplicatiae, and generoufly repofed in me ia early in Ufe, 
lis carei and dutiei, if itj interefte Ihould any way fu&r 
thiDugli dercliOion, or tbfr want af umely ez^tioni on my 
part. 

I «m truly ibny, my lord, in being obliged to enUmente 
thde cimmlbucei, or to give your lordfliip any addiiiotial 
tntuUe rcfpe&ing this fchool, whoi I kSoSl upon the cm- 
ddccading and a^ve manner yoar lordfliip has belm 
deig^]«d to promote its interefia in U^ii^ out the fate 
Mr. Tamberlute'a benefaAion. But iny ptufuing amiher 
line of cooduft would lint me low in the opiokin and 
cfteem of every upright charafter. For as Mr. Hughes fcts 
his face againft me, my efforts to impro\-e thefc refpeflive 
intnefla of the fchool mull confequcndf prove but abortive, 
anldj yoitf Icrdfhip itill bt fo ooadckendbg aa to take die 
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matin under conGdcration, and be pleated to direA what 

your lordlhip may think moft eipedient to be done on 
thefe ends. 

I have the deepeft lenle, my lord; of yonr condefcenlion 
and potitenefs to me, for which, as well B9 for the private 
favours your lordlhip may have conferred on my kte unde, 
the reverend Evan Evans, I feel myfdf doably bound with 
cvciy lentiment of duty and gracirade. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatcil deference. 

My Lokd, 

Your lordihip's moft oMiged, 

and moH obedient humble fervmt, 

OaobtriB, 179!.' 

JAMES JONES MORGAN, 
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LETTER IL 



Mr Loud, 

X H B deep fenfe of duty, which commands me to cany 
ffl^ views and cxenions ever fubfervient to a confcientioua 
difchftrge of the duties repofbd in nie, places me again under 
the dilagreeable neceflity of addre&ig your lordJhipi tefpeft- 
ing the circumAances I ftated in my other letter ; and whicit 
I am ready to conclade in my own mind your lordfliip's 
generous and humane difpolition will vievT in its juft and 
tme light. 

I mofi ingenooufly acknowledge that it is a duty I may 
have been too long, from lentimanti of delicacy, averfe to 
interell myfelF any way decidedly thereini in hopes Mr. 
Hughes would fometime difcover a willingnefs to promote the. 
improvement, in confulting, and rccomincnding it to your 
lofdlhif^s confideration and notice, in order to carry it into 
cfied. As I thought they were ends he, in conjun^on with 
me, ever ou^ to have had in view. But initead of that, 
Mr. Hagbci makes ■ point of raifing all his cfibrts againft 
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it. Without having a fingle rational argument to aflign to 
ground his oppofition upon, and to plead in bar of the ne- 
cefiity of its being propofed, and carried into execution. 

Finnly attached W the general interdb of my fituaiion, 
«nd faithful to the principle of juftifiable perfeverance, I am 
aftuited by no petty, but the moft pure difiiiterefted motives, 
in my fmcere endeavours to carry the improvement into 
effedt. My exertions may perhaps expofe me more to the 
ill-will and refentment of Mr. Hughes, though it is in faft 
nothing more, than obeying the injunftions of my imme- 
diate and bounden duty, and the diiiatei of my own 
eonfcience. 

I have again and again of late reafoned with die rcflof 
refpefling the neceffity of patting the fchbol-houfe in proper 
habitable repair, and on the great expediency of contrailing 
for the land-tai of the two fmall tenenKnts, which belong 
to the fcliool, but CO no efeft. It Teems finee his fifter ij 
married to Mr. Hughes, the mafter of Ruthin fchooJ, every 
efibrc, and propofed dellgn of mine to raife this fchool into 
credit and coufideratlon, are fure to meet his decided dif- 
approbation. For the re£tor takes a fort of fecre.c' pleafure Jn 
throwing all [he cold vmter, and drawback, ha poflibly caH 
upon them. And the oppofition and firu^les he now upon 
■11 occafions makes againft every thing propofed to carry thcfc 
truly neceJIary improvements into e!k&, are indeed in various 
points of view no ImaU difcouragement, and drawback on 
on^s afiivity and exerdons. In one refpeft it places me in 
a mighty unpleafant fituatbn, becaufe it might impel fome 
ibrt of minds to mlfconcuve, or wilfully to mifmterpret my 
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BOtivn, and cbe red 6t^e& of my wiOio in ftrng^g with 

thele difficultiea to carry them into cxecutioD. 

But God Sea every fecrec view and purpofe, tod tug 
almighty power, I liope, will ever let me above fubjefUng 
myfeif to the reproaches of my con&ience in fu&erijig my- 
felf to be ever afluated by any ibrt of low perfonal enmitj', 
or by any fo^d motives to attain an end, however great 
jta concomitant advantages may be, either by mifreprefenta- 
ti<»i, or exaggeration, or upon any other groonJ, fave upon 
that of a iair and equitable rcprefenCation of faftsr— a 
ground, which I flatter myfeJf, the neceflity and expediency 
of this application, and propofal, will be ever jnftified upon. 
For by purfuing another line of conduit, when I confider 
the matter in a geneial point of view, it would be affing 
on mean and narrow principles, and at the expence of my 
own charafler, as an upright honell man, iincercly attached 
to ibe general intcrclb of my lituation, to negle£l and fa- 
orifice fnch eflenlial intcrcfts of ilie fchool merely in order to 
enfare the approbation and fmiies of an individual, with a 
few more of iiis relations, and partial friends i— a cocduft, 
if I were fo weak and indifferent as heedlefsly to adopt and 
purfue, could not be too pointedly reprobated i and which 
I confider every perlbn of honour, fenfe and integrity muft 
ever fpurn. 



The common interefts of the principality liave already 
from time to time confiderab)y furred in charitable and 
other points of vieiv. As many a valuable well-intended 
endowment has diminilhed, and been loft too, through ml' 
pable negligence, and want of Ipitit on one fide, and rapa- 
city, with unprincipled ag^widizing views, and arbitrary 
C» ftrctch 
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ibenh of power on the other. How canprehenfivs, cleuv 
and diitinft tuc the laws concerniDg matters of chU natuiVi 
ii an acquiJidon I cannot boaft of having a clear conception 
of. But, however, I icel no hefitatjmi in laying, the general 
ftate, or, at leaft, of fbme charitable .inftituiinu in Wales, 
■fiord a fubjeft weU worthy the Teiious attention and the 
pen of tlic moft patriotic charafter j and, indeed, from the 
complexion and temper of the times, I am -afraid' too even cm 
jbme points of the l^iHamfe, But to purfuc the fubjed, 
and view it in that fiiape, ii neither now my du^, nor 
confonant wjth my wifliet. It may ferve as « fabjeA- 
matter fco' future ctmfiderationi, and an abler pen. 

My idea in thi* engagement extends no farther than to 
adopt the improved phm of infltuftion I ever had in view, 
xnd which I fnggefted in my other letter to your lordfliip, 
if I could but poffibly bring matters to bear; and to im- 
prove the moft eflential interefts of the fchool, and to render 
it as advantageous as I poffibly can to the lomi and neigh- 
bonrhood, and a} comfortable to myfelf, as well as to thofe 
who may fncceed me. As this is a fchool founded on but 
a narrow fcale, the advantages muft confequcndy be con- 
fidered but as chiefly local. The nadonal advantages which 
flow to the principality from the late improvements of 
Bangor Ichool exceed, I prefume, the moft fangmne cal- 
culation. It is a monnment too of a public fpirit that 
the prcfent age and pofterity will ever view with pleafure, 
and admire. 

ThoDgh Mr. Parry is ■ worthy and well-difpofed gentle- 

pian, and of whole humanity I entertain the highdl opinion : 

yet u long «i Mr, Hughes suliei a went of connterading 

every 
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every plan of improvement I propoT^ I too wdl know I 
cannot expcA Mr. Parry with f|mte<l aftivi^y to fecond any 
propofils for iroproring tlu* fchool, as long at they wil} 
cIrQi with the reftor'a views, irnkfa injunftions to carry 
them intQ effeft come fiaai your lordlhip. For Mr. Hugh(:&' 
ccmduA gives every groond to ccmdude that he ru0m hipi- 
^ in this matter to be indiicrimihately carried away by 
)bme undue influence of fecret viaws> or by the faTcinating 
power of partial interell, fo as to refufe his conTent to ex- 
tend any Ibrt of encoaragement to this fchoo), either out of 
private pi<]ue to humble and crulh me, or out of dread 
it may be no inconfiderable means, co-c^ierating with other 
cfibrt* to raife this fchool ultimately into a pitch fo as to 
clalh with, and confidcrably injure tlie interefts of the 



Becaufe my endeavours, and the fuggefticm of my wiffaea 
to have the C:hoal-houre only repaired, and put in a proper 
haUtable fituatton; to have the land-tax of the two tcne- 
mcnti which belong to the fchool redeemed j to have the 
toiement in DenbigUhire, apon which lately fo much ex- 
pence was incoTT^ in, building, leafed ; are the ends I Itrug- 
glcd with, and Itill do, to attain ; and the chief means which, 
it feems, rendered Mr. Hughes fo hoftile and obnoxious to 
my views, as if they were merely centered in my own per- 
fonal intereft independently of that of the fchool. 

The perfon who farms the tenement in Denbigh/hire, 
which belong) to the fchool, has lately written me a letter, 
wheran he apprizes mc that one of the new houles has 
)Kcn damaged by heavy blafts of wind, and intimates a wiih 
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to hive aUowancea to make it up. I repeatedly fuggeJled 
the propriety of having that tenement leafed at a proper 
fecting when the boufes were built. It lies at a confiderabl; 
dilUnce from this part of Wales ; and the tenant is now 
under no tie or obligation but that of his own eonfcience 
to keep the houfes in repair, and to nianage well the lands. 
Should he'prove to be an avaricious, or an unprincipled man, 
lie may ruin the land, and abfolutcly negleft the houfes. 

I have, my lord, in the courfe of kit autumn twelv? 
months, agreeably to the fuggeiUons of Mr, Richards, the 
eounfeUor, who was then in the country, engaged an ex- 
perienced workman to view the houfe, and to eltimate the 
fnm that would be fufficient to put the apartments in proper 
repair. The refult of that ftatement I communicated to 
Mr. Hughes, who fome time prior admitted the great ne- 
affity and propriety of putting them in repair, and of my 
engaging a perfon to take the ellimatei but who then to 
my great furpriic received it with chat ffcret repugnance, as 
inditced him at laft openly to avow, he would not confent 
to raife any pare of the money advanced on the gates, noc- 
wjthftanding the neceJIity of the repairings, and the conve- 
niences which would enfoe to the fchool from it. When 
Mr, Richards was given to underftand that the-re£tor was 
fo obnoxious to the propofed plan, he would not then in- 
terell himfelf a.C all in the matter, as being not immediately 
concerned in the truft, and has been ever after lUent on the 
fubjeft. 

The only pretexts and exceptions Mr. Hughes had to pro^ 

pofe and to urge i^ainft it was the trouble of taking aaj 

part 
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part of the money up, and to mfifluate the work could not . 
be done on. fo faving aneftimate. The laft exception, how- 
ever, I immediately removed ; in engaging to make up the 
defeft myfclf. But after all I could neither get Mr. Hughe* 
to propofe any pfan of his own to carry it into effefl, nor gel 
him to countenance any plan propofed to him. 

Indeed Mr, Hughes' aftions, and unfriendly difpofition to* 
wards me, have from time to time given me now fofficieni 
inlets into his fecret views, as not to ground any ianguins 
hopes in ever feeing him cordially concurring and ftepping 
forward to carry thefe fo neceflary and defirable improve- 
ments into execution, unlefa your lordfliip will be lb con- 
defccnding as to exert your power and influence to cariy 
them into effeftj For without tlic honour of your lordfliip'* 
condefcending goodnefs and intereil in direfling what is moll 
expedient to be done on thefe ends, I may as well in fome 
mcafure abandon every idea of feeing a finglc flep taken, od 
the reilor's part, with the view of ever having them carried 
into elTeil ) as his deportment to me, at the kte opportunities 
I took to converfe with him on thefe topics, have been truly 
difeourapng, and ungenerous. It tacitly indicated a difpo- 
fition which built no fmail hopes Ujion the e^pedatiou of 
fcring me ultimately fo diflieartened, as to give way in aa 
unmanly manner to foirows, and temporary inconveniencies, 
which often the greatefl and beft of men have cafually ex- 
perienced. And befldes, it feems, that the uniformity of my 
condufi, and firmncfs, have, in fo undeferved a manner, 
without giving the leall umbrage, expofed me to the redlor's 
ijl-will, fo that he ever makes a point of fpeabing againll 
MX with great vrvmUi, with the view of rendering my 
charafler , 
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diaraAa- odioiu, and to infptre utioii^ty betweoi my frienda 
and me; which he conceiva the moll advifible mearuicj to 
be puriued, aa my condnA has hitheno obliged liiin to ftifle 
his enmity for the want of an opportunity to execute it more 
effe£hial to my prejudice. But, notwittkAandingt whatever 
attempts might have been, or may be, made by Mi. Haghesr 
or any of his friends, with the view of atchieving by in- 
finuations, what they dated not in an open, juft, and 
equitable way, their cffi>rt3 (thank God) have hitherto been 
coniiiled, and proved meffedhial, and under, the Ueffingi of 
^vine providence, they ever vriU prove mcficAaal. 

If a youth of any elevation of mind, of talents, and - 
information, appears in Wales,' lie is fure to be viewed with 
pique, and no mean c&rts arc ever wanting to humble 
him, and to bury him, if poffible, in obfi^rity. For not- 
vdthftauding I have ever fhidioufly afled, in Ipite of the 
indignities and contumely I received, with every proper 
deference, equanimity, and openncfs to Mr. Hughes, and hit 
triendt, as being a young man of iio fpeci£c private fortune, 
and my integrity, loyalty, and education being all my 
wealth, I do not this very moment doubt, but that the 
reCtor would, in contempt of the folemn and awiiil obliga' 
tions the clerical funfUon alone impofes upon him', imme- 
diately focrllice me to his low reTentment, if he could but 
get fame flimfy pretence juft to fupport him in the accom- 
plifliment of the object of his wilhes. For in one of the 
late conferences I have had with liim on thefe topics lie took 
lingular pains in expatiating on the authority, and power 
invefted in him, at prindpal truftce, with the fccret v'xvr, 
no doubt, of dilheartening me, and to iink me into * 
fbtiom 
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fbrlom ftate, m order, I fmcy, to difum me gradual]^ of 
fortitude and refdution to perievere any farther ift pro- 
moting thefe improvements, with a perfuaTion that my 
fitaacion abfolutely depended upon hia toiil aitd fltafun, 
and concluded by obfenring, that if ever I would dare at 
any time to appeal or apply to any but him, refpefting 
tbdc matters, I would do it at my peril ; as his immediate 
eflbrts Ihould not be wanted in attempting to tale the 
Ichool from me. 

However fteady and invariable « yonmg man may be in 
principles) indeed the reflection of bdng placed in a fituation, 
where on^s diligence, and atcendon merely to the duties and 
incerefb of that fituation, muft prove the means of enfuring 
the mortal enmity of a perfon, bound too by honour, duty, 
and principle, to be the moft forward to efpoufe, and extend 
every fort of encouragement to promote its interelb ; and to 
fee one's charafter on that account viewed with the jaun- 
diced-eye of envy in filence and under the flimfy veil of 
pretended friendlhtp in hopes to find out fomc flaw in it, 
as a pretext to break one's quiet, reputation, and fortune, 
and to work one's ruin in the dark, are upon fome con- 
fiderations grating enough to the feelings of any youth, 
even of the moft inflexible virtue, and unfpotted integrity. 
Indeed the mode with which I have been oppofed, op- 
piellcd, and depreciated merely for exerting my abilities in 
fpite of oppofite impreffions to attain thefe laudable endj, 
and to difchai^ my duties confcientioufly, would have 
been fufficient to difhearten, and to break at once the 
fpirita of moft young men, and fend many prematurely to 
thdr graves. And nothing but an imperiout fcnfe of duty 
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to my t^ti ptnnttr "^^ gntitude to my fneodt, would tuur« 
prevailitf vpoa mc to fill fo toillbme a Jlnuion, which an> 
invidious, ungTBttftUt and luidefeived treatment ofton greatly 
difpoTed me to relig^ with difgyfi. 

Apiscablc CD my news and wifltu, dia fimunit of my 
ambition, u to break through tliia cloud of affliAion, and 
to pulh lay academical education, at foon at I polfibly can,, 
in an honell, upright way, into a clofc, and thea to rancnre 
to town, or the acSghbourhood theteof, where I may, though ' 
even upon the. moderate income of a curacy, deliver tnyfelf 
np to my ftudite, witb. better advtmtaget by. having actiSk 
to the gicat libiaries, and the o^iominitict of fpendint m^ 
Icifure hours guvately in. the foclcty of a few frieada.— 
A i^n I now wiQi I wa» enabled to adopt, and to put 
in execution even to-morrow { as the advantages and aids 
to be aicained in {iwh a. tuition may' with jwudcnt economy,, 
■flivity. refolnDon, and ptrfeveraBCCi enaye me to accom- 
plilh in time litemry deligns, which in the feduded retreats' 
of Wales may appear viiionar^'. fiat circumflances now 
ciamp. my exertitHU,. and may probably conlign mc a few 
yean longer to ray prdenC avocatioB. Notwiihltanding 
thde obilaclei, and dntwbaclui a prudent condufi, mth 
afHve, asd itsady perTevcraacc, even in this lina will at all' 
events,. I hope, .ere a lei^ tjme «lapfe(, laile n)c fiqierior to' 
dieft tenfora^ incaDWiieacet,. and enatde' me to fallow to 
advantage the naonal bias, of my nind, and ultimately to; 
acconplilh the ebieSi. oi my- purfiut«. £ut, however, in the 
intermediate timer as long as cireumAancet will oblige nK. 
to fill this funatioBrmy humble e&ru aod taloots (hall MX. 
be wantiBg to avail myfelf ofi eveiy advatuage^ cakulatod. 
with. 
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ivkh prc^r ezertton, and juijiciont ^>pnciti(m, to jaOMDts 
its inKicfts in ercry porat of view la die TiDnDft extent of 
my power. 

Conlcious of having .evcp hitherto, by the oiil and He&aff 
of benevolent ProviJence, guided my fteps in every afticai 
with truth, jufiice, and probity, and con£deiidy relying 
the fame gracious power will ever enable me to Aape my 
future conduct, with unrelued firmneTs, and energy, upon 
the fame virtuous principles; I foel my&lf called upon by 
duty, and regard to the inunediaK and future interefts of 
the fchool to exert myfelf, and to direct my exertions con- 
fcientioufly fubfervient to that end, in appealmg to your 
lordJhip, and in giving, in a fair open way, an impartial 
reprefentatioo of real matters of 6ft, which will juftify me 
in this matter, and preclude any from blaming me at any 
tatOK period of culpable ne^gencc in promoting the intereft 
and credit of the fchod to the beft of my power on fo 
dTential an end. 

The obligations I am undo' to you, my lord, I am highly 
lenfible ofj and guiding my conduA by duty and gratitude, 
and the diflates of my own conicience, though thuseaily 
expofed to the- thorny paths of care, and unfnpported as I 
now am, but by my health, the teftimony of a free con- 
leience, a^id the lolitary exenions of thole talents which 
benevolent Providence kindly places in my power, I con- 
fidently rely your lordihiii^s giMdnefa, condelceniuB), and 
integrity will extend efficient fupport, and countenance in 
efpoufing the fuggefted defign in order to carry it fucceMiUy 
into effeft, by iffutng out an order of the meau and method 
D 2 to 
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to be adopted in the accomplilhmeiit thereof. And as I ftand 
in need of havbg the way pointed out that would be the 
moft advifable and pditic for me, as I am now circum- 
ftanced, to purfue, and a£l therein, in order to cany tlie 
improvements fuccefsfuUy into eSeA, the honour of your 
lordlhij's «nfwer, with direAions how I am to fliape my 
conduA on thefe ends, woatd be a favour highly interefting 
to my feelJDgs. 

I have the honour to be, with the greateft deference. 



Your lordfliip's moft obliged, 

and moft obedient humble fervant, 
Dtlgitlif, 
Tanuin <6, jng. 

JAMES JONES MORGAN. 



byGoot^lc 

/ 



LETTER III. 



My Lord, 

1 N the courfc of a late converfation, Mr. Parry juft read me 
a paragraph of a letter he received from your lordihip refpefting 
my letters, which contain the propofals for improving the in- 
terdb of this fchool. Every converfation wiiich would have 
admitted defcanting on the contents of diofe letters was fta- 
dioully avoided, and fome fladied precautions too were always 
manifefted in endeavouring to conceal every thing irom my 
viewr and to keep them in profound filence. Indeed Mr. 
Parry afled the ftiort lime we converfed together on the 
fubjefl, as if he eameftly wiflied to envelope every tlii:^ 
pertaining it in a fort of myfterioos lilence. But, however, 
Mr. Parry premiled fo far, or at leaft threw out expreffions, 
which gave me, in my own mind, the Ihtmgeft reafoni 
to conclude my two letters, but particularly my firft, refpe£l- 
ing the propafed improvements wanting at the fchool, were, 
or had been, in his hands. I ddgned not to take any ap- 
parent notice of the obfervatJon, as I immediately conceived 
it dropped u an unguarded Hip in the courfe of conver- 
fation. 
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feton. I felt myfelf too perfefUy at eafe, and nticoncerned ; 
becaufe I was conTcious of not having ever advanced de- 
fignedly a Tingle fentimeat, but what was founded in real 
miC^er of faft: and ai I was grofsly injured, I thought I 
was in honour bound to give a juH, open, and manl/ de- 
»cIopement of circumftances, indcpemkntly of any ungeiie- 
rona pcrfonal rcfleftions. 

I Iiave long fubmined to many difbouragements and private 
inconveniences with liience, in iiopes to difcem graduslly a 
difpo£tion, prompied by a fpirit of candour, and liberality, to 
fecond my views, and to accomplilh tlie otjeEt of my wilhes 
for ibnning this into a refpe^ble fchoo]. A> Mr. Hughes 
had been a fortunate young man, I firft expected he certainly 
would have had as much gencroftty, thought, hoeor, de- 
licacy,' and candour, as wodd have iet him above obfirufiing 
the efforts of a yooag man, who had no otfacr ambition fave 
lo promote the interefis of his fitaadon, and to prolecate 
hii ftndies his interval* of leifnre to the beft advantage. But 
my padent ezpeAations however have been ill aafwered. The 
more afUvity, «nd perftveruice T i^fployed in endeavouring 
to attain the derirable end, die mote my eflurts have been 
fruftiated, and the more ftudioufiy have obftacles been thrown 
in my way. My exertions only cnfured me &om Mr. 
Hi^^, and a few mote of his friends m this jAace, a 
fort of treatment diicfUy oppofite to what my views and 
my intentions ffin me every «lum to eipcA. 

I have DOW r^nquilbed encountoiiQ any longer the op- 
{Motion fliewn the ptopobb ; and I thought it as advifable to 
■ccommodate tay mind tlie Ihort time I may be obliged to 

tUl 
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£11 t^ fituition to a aiere difcharge of the dodes Mt»ciicd 
10 it, to abandon the plans of' improvemcnC and ta porJac 
my ftudies in filotce. Ai ni^ iatentiona and ddipuof im- 
provement enfnred me only envf, hatred, and ill-wHI; and 
the gtniiu of my difpofition leads me but little to court it 
as a private favour either of Mr. Hughes, or of any of hii 
fricndaj and at it ii not my intention to carry on any Ibrt of 
altercation, aa nothing can be Ids agreeable to the fedingi ol^ 
any ywa% man, wlio feds a palfioa for liceranire, and faj» 
Ua highefi pkalkref wiiing bom hii ftadies, retirement, mi 
Icifure— from the recreation of rational conversation, and &M 
duties of focial life, than any fort of private dificrtnce. Vbf 
conduft is is&icnced by no feparate uueielb, nor Ihall an^ 
pcrfonal coniidsmioas ever reconcilc'me to private watfiu« 
or to perfonaJ tradaOion. They aK neana I alcnya hold ia 
contemfX and dctefiotioa. 

The difficulties I fek in forcing the ^m od^nlated it» 
promote the general interelb of the IcJiool, and confequently 
in fame meafuM of the place, prompted roe to diiefi taj 
attention unremitUAE^y to the auainnxnt of that end, in 
hopes of having my efforts fomewhat countenanced, and 
the objeA of my wifhes gradually accompltfhcd. As fuccef* 
depended alone, on nuitoal aid and ca-c^>eraci^. For con- 
fiancy, teaegf, and pcrfevcrance avail alone, but jitde- ia 
tbnning a liduwl, wheta i^athy preveilj, and where the 
vulgar eftimation, and opinions are governed by a few t^a- 
taOeri, wlio fed thenrielvee but feebly intcfcfed in the 
advantage, and bat JtTs difpofed (as if they were i|ui(e 
nntoocbed -widi the mie interelb of the place, and of ^ 
public advancage of dteir naiin- CMfiDr^] to extend cnc«ti'' 
raguneut 
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ragement to promote tu interefts, to countenance indlvidoat 
cxerti<nt) diicAcd to the attainment of that end, or to_ efpoufe 
in the leaft the interelb of a man of letters, nor, forry am I 
to obferve, to ^ve upcm fome queftkms any thing like a fair 
reprdentauon. 

I thought iIk fituation, on my fucceeding, wouid certainly 
give me an opportunity of exerting myfelf with fuccefs in 
forming a fcbool : but however, I experienced the reverie of 
what I firft espcfted ; and I now finccrely regret my having 
confomed fo much. time, and wafied fo much exertions, fpirits, 
and apfdkatiotu, to fo little a porpofe, in a place obftinately 
Uind to ita own inteicll. I faw early the fincerity of my 
wilbest nxy application, and ftrenuoiu endeavours to a£t up 
to my duty, had moll umneritedly cauied my riOcing my 
popularity with a few minds. But how fiu- I may have 
a£ted compatible with the feodtnents of duty, of gratitude, 
of honour, and of confcience, I appeal to the reafon, the 
difcemitig judgment, and public Ipirit of any impartial and 
well'ihformed gentleman, who guidea his opinions by the 
diAates of wifdom, and found judgment, and will readily 
abide by his declfions. 

As life is precarious, circum&ances, and motives of pre- 
caution, will impofe upon me, my lord, the. imperious ne- 
cdSty of foliciimg the favourt and the honour of your 
brdibip's approbaii(»i to malic the letters publicly known, 
Ihould my friends, and relations in South-Wales be ever ap- 
prized of any delign (o injure me, by mifrepiclenting my 
cbarafter, and my fentimepts, and of the circumlbnces of the 
cafe, and come to a dctcnoinied refblutioii, and per£ft tow 
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in the opinion, tbat I am, in honour, sad in joftice, bound 
to make the hlftoiy of the tranfaAion known to the puUic 
in order to wipe awajr any ill-grounded impreffions, and to 
appeal to the public judg;ment of my conntiy, if my cou' 
duft, my principles, and my endeavours for maintaining the 
rights and privileges of my Htuaticat, for improving its ge- 
neral interefb, to the beft of my povrer, and for, piopc^ng 
improvementa of decided utility, merited the ungenerous and 
unmanly treatment I received. The principles of duty, bo> 
tumr, and joAice, in^trioully call upon mc to adopt ths 
expediency ; and my confdence would have ever icpraoched 
me had I not nled proper czcnions and ^rit to avert 
the perfidious views, and dtc ftorm fectetly defigwed o be 
wreaked on my head, and to fdui^ me in unTurmountabls 
difficulties, and the miferies of defpair. As ttl-gronnded 
infinences drawn from mi&eprefoitation of charafier have 
often proved as fubverfive of puUic aa of private intciefti 
and honours. 

the letters have been writKn on the fpur of the occafioDi 
in compliance with thefcnfc of duty I was In juftice re- 
fponfibly bound m exert to ^ beft of my power, and to the 
beft of my judgment. As my intentions were upright and 
honeft, they have been penned in a hurry, and vriA an lui' 
teferved opennefs, without but little attention to the di^iofiuoni 
peHpicuity, precilian, and el^ance rcquifite in the proper 
arrangement of ideas. But fince my letters are made pre- 
texts, and engines mifchievoully to mifreprelat my cfaarafier* 
I cannot Jbrbear adopting the expedients, which trudii ho- 
nour, and juftice lnunediatety pcnnt out; and how hr dtKjr 
ou^ to pitnil in prgtnodng general giiod^ and in ^ attain- 
£ ment 
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bmU of libatal estb, I flttU wich Afctj leave, by vivf of 
Ulftmicei M the priTan chau^cs, utd feelings of every gen- 
tknutt of nrac) mattSttf, ud of patriotic pnucifJei to de- 



Tbou^ I oMcrtain a hi^ Dpiucm of Ur. PanT*s lutnial 
dUpofiuont ^et if the ktten IHU lemaia in Ms poJIeflion, 
ttwh« faoDour, and jufiice will oblige me to aik^ the ci> 
pediency of publilhing diem to the wopld, u fixui as I am 
•nabkdt and bnc amy loituc U examine, and fiit fbms 
recent tntifRAiont to d>e bottom, >nd U aiiange dtcwn-- 
ftnees in. oider le do tmrj asj ill-gitNindcdr impceffioM, 
that ml^ iutrc besn clmdeftiDely bkIb to dte pR^ndioe of 
my dunader, tof pctlbud inteNftt, and sxf futun piofpeA 
in life. Pbr often km the ooidefi vittnu bean fulUed by 
d(tia£tioB, nnd often lune ibe ndildl chanOera fidlen a 
fiKiifice to Ae intoignes of comlanation, and to the artful 
infmuadoni, and milieprefentationi of the wicked, and de- 
flgning. And I have the nmfbrtune of being furroundcd in 
thit {dace wiA a few chariftwi I JmoH o^hle. enough of 
kigaii^ tognhe^ and of ddcndiag into Tcry low aOioni} 
confcquendy my Ictten, if tey wen, l>y bctng handed abont, 
•a faB into foma hands, may be altered, and interpolated to 
lore fi>mc lotr dffgning eadi, wbiah envy ud jeakmly, 
malice and ckicanoiy, mxf coqointly codcavoar to plan, and 
» oecim to n^. ptedvdice. 

b it widi hoMUe dUfidcnce I prefoiac bieaking in. my 
hud, OB ynur time, ami attentioa ; and, ooce ibr all, to ticf- 
pals, a few miuies more, on youc loidfllip's pUienoe. But 
I fim perfndei myfijU". your lonllhi^s guiemia feeliOgs, 
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hununiCy, and coaddccnding foodnefs will, i^xm ildiberate 
ocniideiaiioii, Uke it in good pore, utd {ive me «it squuaU; 
kuing. As my dtan&et, my legally, and edtKuioat ut^ 
b a liberal point of t'ltm, my all : coiUequeody ny un- 
generous attempt* to (kfflivc «ae of ny chimSer, at to rain 
me iffl the opinion of my b^ (tieiida by uy indiieft diT' 
iagenuoiu means, would be sn ftfUon of ■ Uacker hue, and 
much worie than atteraptiig to tdce nnj my lift. 

I was oonfidenciailly heard to &y, that acc&lkliDiu u fli- 
grouaded as iU-meriied have been prelcMed to you, anf 
lonl, whidi artfully went in the firft p^ace to utKl, and 
in filence to fap, gradually, lay charaflcT in your bmbh^'s 
opinion, in hopes then by throwing dujl into my eyes, and 
ly cade«muriBg to divert, and lo play of with giatii 
■kztetity, addicd, and policy, my attention from p 
in time iato t^ defi£u, and getting any JccKt i 
and indnwtioDs of the feiienie, that was ccBoeitcd btUad 
the fccse, to be Me to tabe sie (u if I hdd ooC my ^'rtfim 
a tewire for life, and as if they wete heading ifaemAha 
above the oKUnary reach of the law) at fimc ^tuie jniod 
by furprinc, and ultinutdy, if tliey could by any fBiftepK- 
fentations but have thciv fecret oppitS:ve views, and i]^aAice 
couaienanoed, to ilepdve me 'sri tt urmu of my fioiatiaD, in 
defiince oTjuitice, erery oionl wrtue, and cUigatkn. Amd 
all this inigfaty diljplcalitre tf ifing {My fion my hinng dif- 
played fbmc a6tivity, idbfaKioti, fideluy, and JfirtnTftrdpefs 
ia my endnvonrs «o advance the iDtereft* of my Ikuaiin, to 
m{e gradually in Mfwitc, and to fona a fchool : 

" The Tery head and fremt of my oSending 

fiadi lUs exten t - no mare.** 

Minds 
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Minds of large and generoua conceptions, fraught with 
the refinements erf learning in the higher fphere* of life, and 
in iite accomplilhed world, contemplating the fplendld and 
, enviable fituaiion this favourable ifle holds in the fcale of 
nations, by the genius of her co&ftitution, by the enterprizing 
fpirit, and inteUe£tual improvements of her people, by the 
public and private virtues of her Sovereicw, and of her 
great public chara^ers, by the proteAion extended to men of 
genius snd letters, to the fine arts and the fciences, can but 
faindy anticipate, and inaccurately figure the cuftoms, the 
manners, the lltong local prejudices, and e\'en the remnants 
of barbarilin, which (till prevail in fome ot the folitary receltes 
and fequeftered comers of Wales. 

If the ia£l Hands, as it has been intimated, and repre- 
Jenttd to me, I mull folicit the favour of having my general 
line of condaA, my aftlons, and my behaviour fcnittnized, 
in order to lee clearly whether my manners, my department, 
and my lentiments ever gave any real pretexts to build the 
provoking reports, and circumfUnces, which have been in- 
vidioufiy propi^ted to prejudice my belt friends againlt me, 
or to lee whether they are machinadons, and intrigues, de- 
£gned aa the moft probable means to gratify fecredy fome 
private lefentment, and to attain fome private endi. Secured 
in my own innocence, and the fear of mnning the riOt of 
facing milled, I have probably difregarded the faggeftions of 
my friends too much, that there could be any defign on foot, 
or that it could ever enter into the mind of man to mif- 
-jtprefent my charafier, and my fentinients, till I night 
lilently trace the reports up to their . original fources, and 
perc^ve the defign in all its fluipcs, extent, and views, and 

be 
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titie in my own mind to draw dear dedufiJons. Though 
finilkr views and purpofes may for I moment be enveloped 
wnder the veil of fecrefy, time gradually difpels the mift, 
and fets every thing to right. 

Influenced with thefe fentiments, and confideradons, I wifli 
to *h with peifeft opennefs, and deelare my fentiments uid 
my feelings undifguiiedly, and in the clearell terms : and I 
am animated too with that confidence in your lordihip'a can- 
dour, wifdom, and politenefs, that you will liberally grant me 
the requeued indulgence, and excufe this letter, if it flionid 
rather exceed in length. Though I am not infenfible but 
to write one's fentiments with open franknefs, and to arreft ■ 
■ the attention for any length of time, may appear ungentecl, 
and infringing on the rules of polite life, to minds accuf- 
tomed to the fprightly elegance, and laconic precifion of 
court, and the higher circle of life. It may appear too 
favouring much of felf-love, egotifm, and vanity. But, 
however, as I am a young man of no fpecific private for- 
tune, entering life at a fufpicious era, when the genius of 
tbe ration is animated, and occupied widi war and politics, 
and their honour pledged to pofterity to perTcvere on the 
feme great principles, to crown their glorious views and ei- 
«rtions with fuccefs; and when unfortunately too, in fome 
iottances, talents, learning, and ingenuity, are grofsly per- 
verted, and proftituted to difleminate delirious principles, and 
to propagate their banefiil influence ; and jgkn the envious, 
the irreligious, unprincipled, and defigm^T™''/ ^°°' ^"^ 
an imaginary profpcS of fuccefs, be on the wing in fearch, 
and endeavour to fingle out, or form 'fome umbrage, and 
pretext to obfcure the rifing reputation and credit of the 
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inUteAs or fnutlels [>recaations, withoot the leaft pie* of 
irafbn or any colouribic pretexts, he iufpicionily feint >nd 
when precautions may likewifc, cotnptibic with political 
jullice, and found wifdom, be curled up to their very ze- 
xhb i I think the ficred ties of public welfare, of civil 
fociety, «nd of mutual confidence, may, at a moment preg- 
Bant with fo great events, demand, and ' juftity the full de- 
velopement of fentimentt, and principle*, which, at a lels 
diftinguiOied period, nught be looked upon as too circum- 
ftantial, officious, end pedantic, and a no liaaU inhingp- 
nent on the ptmflilios of honour. 

FoT if low invidious proccetfings to dillt«£t honour^c 
cSbrti of private wotth and modefl merit, and, by way ct 
derilion, of a&Aed and onmericed contempt, to laugb private 
difinierefiednefs, %a1ty, patrioiilin, literary emulation, virtu:^ 
and capacity, oat of countounce when not accompuiied witk 
>U tho fplendonr and prodig^ty of opulence, to miiinter- 
fKt them, or to uuch any diOianonTable mottrcs to them, 
an fu&red to pais unnoticed, amd only winked U, every 
anral and every public virtue ia at ttike, and all prints 
virtuea, and abilidet, and !eafnti>g may iIku become more a 
fcsne than a blefling to the poKlTor. As it would be di^- 
^ng at osoc all the fprings o[ a&ion, and energies of virtue. 
And any young man of do private fomiBe, though pofiefel 
of the moft aftjaflk moft loyal, and generau foul that ever 
iufpired an ii^Hn^biD, may ftaod a good chaoce, merely 
m confcqaeaAT^Viie nioft di&Bierelted, and probably ilie 
ttoblell eflorts of being un d crmiied, and of &llmg a vifiini 
10 caluDUty, the idle and wicked lepoits of evil cangnes. 

I am 
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I am hi^ly feniible, my lord, of your lordfhi[^s dviUdes 
TO me; and I mofl nnfeignedly hope that my conduS, ac- 
tiotij, and fcadmcna will neither tdkfl the leaft diJhonour, 
nor ever Teein to forget your lordfbip's poliKoefs to mc 
Indeed I wifli I could but ezjnefs my feelings, and high 
fenfc of duty; but every good and virtuous aflion canki 
widi tl its owD reward. 

A moment's nSe^on renders me IcnJiblcof the fend- 
mcnts, which motives of prudence, and precaution, ntxf 
natunUy infpire ih the beft minds towards a young man> 
befbte he may be IJifficieiidy tried, and his confideiice, and 
his afbiating principles, and perfonal cbaraftcT) are ^eA^f 
tsown, and nnderftood. If my bve to my conMry, the 
Icandnefs of ny fortune, and my veneration for public vir- 
tues, liave ever formed in me a wifii in daefe my eatlier ycirt 
to couit, and fblidt litde coontenncc in a difficult iituatioii 
to cany fcoward the projeOs of my ftadks, I hope my 
eSbrts will gradually, in fpite of oppofiie fcntiineBts, and 
impreffioni, difplay and give the vrorld, if I live, a con- 
Tincii^ proof of die fincerity of my motives,, of the paBion 
I tnwardly &el, and of my finn, unfluken, and unfeigned 
attachment to my SovsiLEiaii, and of my love to the ncl- 
faie and the honour of my native country. 

My developing my circumAances, and llie plant of my 
flodiei, Tnay probably, at thii early peri^, only affiird as 
cippaitunity to abofa my confidcMre, andpl^nusfortune, to 
throw obftacles in my way, to raiie tenqioraty pt^adicci 
againfl me, and to wound my feelings. And there atxf 
be no dunden «f fuch a fiaaip. u to be c^obl^ enwgh 
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to enduvour throwing the colour of coUufion on my pn- 
jcflol defign, and to ftigmatize it with opprobiouf epithets, 
if I had been weak and iiidifcritniaate enough to impart it 
in its embryo ; and who too might fit contented in be- 
holding a young man encountering heavy difficukicB in the 
attainment of laudable endi, and be probably afterwards 
adroit, and infidious enough to (hift their ground, sikI un- 
qualified aflertions to find out fome palliating expedients, 
and ground flimfy excufes in the anifices, and ihama, which 
abandooed and fwindling charaAera loo often impole on 
mai^nd in the literary deportments. But upright in my 
vietvi, and finn in my detcraiiiudong, kw difingenuoui 
meant to divert my views, or thwart my efibrts, I IhaS 
ever dilregard. As I have been ever taught to confider 
truth, honor, virtue, and a moral fenfe of duty, the molt 
facred lendments, and c^iigatioo) in afbiaiing, and relating 
the afUons of mankind, and to be the only fuic bails to 
form a charafter, and to maintain the dignity oi that cha- 
rafter, as well aa the very cement of fociety, and the moft 
facred ties, and leotimeitts, that ihould ever reciprocally 
fubfift between man and man in a civilized and cluiKian 
coontry— THESE ake my iehtiments, and tbe pkin- 

CIPLES MT MIND ASPIREJ TO ACT, AHP TO B-EOULATB UY 
CONDUCT, AND UT ACTIOHI VPON. 

But indeed I cannot left, my lord, than feel ai a man 
at wicked attempts, originating in the loweA and moft ig- 
noble pafliotu, mensly for meritorious intentions, and effbrttt 

10 difeonntenance me in my endeavours to tbrm a fchool, 
to afperfe my charafter by indirefi moans in my .very outfct 
into life, and ac a difheancning moment, when the expen- 
diture 
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diture of my academical education, keeps mc, too, under 
water. As, indeed, to wink at the aitempts alcogetbec 
would render my character, in the opinion of every rational 
md liberal minded gentleman of probity, of honour, of 
any fpirit, and of feeling, unworthy of that countenance, 
and prote^Ing aid, which your Lordlhip's condefcending 
goodnefs deigned to Ihew me, as well as of the perfonal 
inendfliip which other worthy charaften deign to (hew me. 
It would have been, too, ftjfiering mifreprefentations and 
calumny to pafs for truths. 

But, however, for my own part, I would not, (becaufe 
I well know that private virtues, and laudable exertions, 
unproteifled, and under the cloud of affliiflion, are pretty 
liable at firft to be difrcgarded, obfcured, and mifinter- 
preted), have deigned to notice the expedients, or pretend 
to know them ; but would have left my condufl and my 
actions alone, to declare to the world, the groflnefs of 
any ill-grounded reports, that might have been infidiouHy 
inGnuated to my prejudice. As 1 have, thank God, the 
pleafing confolaiion that the aAions of rny youth have not 
hitherto fubje<fted me to the reproaches of my own confci- 
ence, nor, i fain perfuade myfelf, upon a fair and deli- 
berate conlideration of the higbdt virtue and honour. 
And, notwithftanding whatever exertions might have been 
made to overpower me, to Gnk mc down, or to fupplant 
me, merely for exerting myfelf, in fpite of oppofite views, 
as an upright and an honeft man, lincerely attached to 
the duties and general interefts of my fituation; and 
though I have toiled long with unwearied diligence, to 
promote its general advantagei, and my efiprts have been 
F deliberately 
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deliberately countera^d, I harbour no inanner of per- 
fonal Tcrentmem inmy bofom. As all the liarin I indivi- 
dually with tbe few fouls «h» might, out of forae lot* 
private motives, and pedbnal pique, or for vrani of con- 
fideratioti, or out of private jealoufy, or an unrelenting;, 
fpirit of rerencment, have fomented, and, feeretly in con- 
cert, fpirited up the adiDption of meafures to counteract 
my exertion, a, that any attempts to humble me at this 
early period in life, to fap my eharader by JHent indired 
means, to undermine my perfonal Interefts, and to facri- 
fice me to any low refcniment and groundlefs jcaloufies, 
ihould be unveiled and always remembered. As tny 
aAiotts, and the uprightnefs of my views, give me nothing, 
to fear,^ nor the leaft caufe to entertain any mean ap- 
pFehenfiom> as long as our invaluable Conilicution lalbr 
and our^i^urts of Judicature filled with men of tried 
integrity and wifdom. 

But though my innocence and integrity fupport nyy 
fpirits againd any immerited obloquy of evil tongueSr 
and have hitherto baffled their fliafta : yet when I view 
the matter in one point of view, I feel very unpleafant 
fenfations. As artifices and wicked attempts lo injure x 
young man, be&re he emerges from under the diiEcut- 
ties of fortune and educarion, may be produflive of un- 
forefeen evils in a private, as well as in a public point 
of view. I have yet parents, enjoying but a very preca- 
rious health, and a few alTciflianaie friends and relationSr 
in South Wales, who may not be enabled to bear up witb 
the lame patient fortitude, and Grmnefs of mind, If ground- 
lefs reports of envy and o( enmity, were to teach their 
ears. 
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ears, or at leaft may not fjave a fufficient fund of fadence 
and lefolution, to examine into flying repom of any f^ret 
intention to injure me, or to drive me to iinpaticnce or 
defpaiTt by thwarting niy views, and my cdons, and by 
cndeavounng to create a fort of private war&re, and to 
keep it at ilTue, with that aAive laxity, and dlTcriinina- 
ting coolnefa rcquifice t^ get into all the circuioltances of 
the cafe, ere jutl inferences can be drawn. Tbcfe ideas 
touch my belt feelings, nor can J beat them without emo- 
tions — nor can they, indeed, fail animating the feelings 
«f any i^trlgbt young man, who hat fenfe to think, and 
any fpirit to a€l ; and upon thefe confide rations, tny fitua- 
tion is peculiarly delicate. As, lo have recouHe to litigi- 
ous difputes, and civil afliong, are relburccs snd nq^ientt 
■diamatrically oppolite to my feelings, to my femimcntii 
and the natural difpolition.of my mind. And, in another 
light, nothing would flrike me (boner in joy beft part, 
than to underftand my dear , parents, or my &iends, Ihould 
«ver labour a tngment under any anxiety of mind on 
niy account, in any Ihape, in confo^uence of mifrcpR- 
fentations, or any low artifices prafUfed directly or 
indireftly, to prejudice my beft friends agaioft me. 

If circumftances have now reduced me to the Ctuatkui 
of feeing myfelf the fport of fortune, I have had, not- 
mlthftanding, always the fecKt pleafure of being every 
where treated with politenefs and refpeA, except by a few 
individuals in this fequcftercd fpot, who have taken a fort 
«f maJignuit picafure in endeavouring to pr^xn^fs my 
friends and others againit me, by their cotivcrlation and 
Jettcn. Audi every reflecting unprejudiced mind, cannot 
faU 
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62 andcipating the material injuries and fufieringi a young 
man, in my Jituation and circumllances, muft inevitably 
experience, from the difadvantageous infinuations, the 
diftortlon and retailed apinions of envy, malice, di£nge- 
nuity and prejudice, bent on detra£Ung, and throwing 
obflacles in. the nay of youthful exertions, direAed to (he 
attainment of virtuous and honourable ends. 

If my virtue, my fortitude, and penetration failed me, 
and my fpirits funk and rendered me incapable of exenlng 
my faculties to vindicate my charaAer, and if defpondlng 
languor «ere to throw me now in my youth to a decline, 
and caufed me to flirink, with unmanly refignation, from 
mere temporary dilEculties, and to give way to unjuft ap- 
prehenlions, what an heart-breaking, in particular, it muft 
have been to my aged parents t And how my friends 
would look upon me, if I were to fit down with tame fub- 
mlf&on, and fuffiir myfelf to give way to low expedients, 
concerted to blaft my hopes, to fink me down into an inac- 
"rive obfcuriiy and indigence, or if I were to belie my 
JViends hopes, and expe^llons, in fu&ring myfelf to give 
way, and link down under the weight, of trying embarral^- 
ments, or uimianly fear, and the indignities which a youth 
of cares, who dares, thinking for himfelf, and to aA up to 
his fentiments, and to tread in the path of virtue. Is apt 
enough to be cxpofcd to fora time? Norcan I, indeed, 
conceive, what adequate indemnification could be made for 
the injuries, and fubfequcnt misfortunes, which might have 
refulted from infidlous endeavours to fbrm a fort of fecret 
combination againft a young man, honourably ftruggHng 
with the di&dvantages of fortune, merely ftr meritorious 
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tSoTtt and (ervices, in order to undermine liis perftmal Inte* 
reRs, to obfctire his perfonal merit, to break bis fpirit uid 
his heart, at the moft difhcartening feafon, in a difScuIc 
fituation, by the poifon of tradu^on, and grofi miTrepre- 
lentation. 

The generous, humane, and feeling foul of every refleft- 
ing gentleman, can eafily anticipate the fenfations I mult 
often feel innty fituation and drcumftances, on this particu- 
lar end. But, however (whatever itifficulties I may ftill have 
before me to encounter and furmount), I moft unMgnedly 
hope that death will remove me ftom the reach of envy, 
and the low attadts of malice, ere ray conduA ever de- 
bafes me, and fubjeft* me guilty of an adien I fliould 
ever blufli to owni or that may give my parents or my 
fHends real caufe to have a moment's uopleafant len- 
lations. 

If myefibrts had been feconded, and Mr< RtrcHKB the 
leall tfifpofed to aA on the {ame detennining principles o£ 
Lnprovii^ die advantages, the repute of the Ichotd might 
gradually be raifed and dbbliftted. It would, too, have 
afibrded me an opportunity, and the advantage of exerting 

■ my endeavours with greater fuccefa, and of parfuing my 
fludies, at my intervals of leiTure, with lefs interruption and 
incoramodities ; which would have been peculiarly intc- 
relling to my fcdings and difpofition. As I am now en- 
gaged, and partly embarked in a literary projcA, which, 

'■ agreeably to the views, the fentiments, and the plan I nmv 

in my mind form of it, is to comprize the niBLiCATtON 

•r THi Poetical Pkoductioni or the Welsh 

Bakdi, 
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fliKsj, ia a ngular gradation, from earlier periodt.to tfali 
century. It je to comprize, too, Mimous Of the host 
-lUdiqTiious Wemh JBAiLSSt ceUefteii and digeftcd down, 
jiuo« i^ulv Biographical Hiftory, executed according to 
their refpe^ve mcritSt in as fuccioA a manner as matters 
will adroit o^ without being too fummary. The projefl is, 
tocomprife Kkewife, Acottciai HtSTOKicAL AccouMTOf 

TBK RlBE tlNV pRQG&IfiS OT WzLBIi PojST>r, wbish 

will admit a full dcUneauea of the- gcniuB* and ^ rogreflive 
iaiproTament' of the language, at wcU as the moll promi- 
nent caufes, and ftriluDg ercnU, which have, at difiereet 
anas, any way cont^ibuled u its ia^TovemeU* and to its ra- 
{^ dedenfioD, which is comii^ every day aoote likely ftixn 
every concurring ciicumflAnce, to pUfV it Jbon on3y on re^ 
c«rdt among the dead l^^guagei. 

The difficulty of obtaining thofe tniginal manufcripta, 
which have efcaped the wrecks of time, and now lie iq 
4& unmerited <A>fcurlty, anil .axe monldeiing amy in 
private £imiUe« and libraries in Wales, and in public and 
t»$vate jcpofitories in foiglaiid ; or, at feelt, Qf getting ge- 
nuine copies ^nof, tad to procure the other documeots 
jnd memorials, rsquifite to form die hiflorical and biogra- 
fhical parts, are certainly great, and may, to many minds, 
uponthefirft thought, appearivry fhipcndous, if notmlitr- 
mountabie. But to obviate thele difcouragemetits, and to 
fct the whole in a clear point of view, I mean fiifl drawing 
upa pRBLiMiNAKT figs*T, comprizing the general outUner 
of the defign,, that the public mayi in the iotensediate time, 
deliberately fbm a comprehenfive, yet prccife, idea of the 
nature and extant of the work. When the fcheme of the 
projciS 
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pFojeft is thus drawn up, explained, and fully unfolded, de- 
duiftions may then with fafety be made of the expediencyt 
the depth and praflicability of the defign, the extent gf its 
views, and the end propofed, as well as of the principles it 
is founded aad its accomplUhment formed upon, and how far 
the work may claim the attention of public concern, and be 
deferving of a 



To colle^ tile whole mafs of materials together, to fbnn 
and execute the whole defign, is a cpnfiderahle atchieve- 
ment ; and an uniform execution of the work depends upon 
a regular plan of defign, on lime, perfevering alTiduity, 
patience, united effbns, and proper patronage. As when 
the originals, or the mofi genuine copies thereof, will be 
found out, and collated, the overfig^ts and cafual miftakes 
of tranfcribers, {as ordinary flips, and lapfe of years have 
rendered many copies impetfeft and fiiulty, and obfcurcd 
many places in llie earlieft produ<^ions of Wclfh geniufcs) 
may then, upon a judicious plan, with fafety, by the united 
alTiftance of the learning and penetration of the beft Welfli 
Scholars, be adjufted, reflilied, and cleared up on a fure 
foundailon, by comparing thofe copies ; and when the whole 
is reduced from a chaos Into order, method, and perfjncuity, 
and ranged in hiftorical manner, then a faithful tranfmlflion 
of all the works of genius which appeared in the Welfii 
language, and which have not already mouldered Into obli- 
vion, be given in a colle^Ive body [o poflerity. And little 
manner of doubt, or hefitation can be entertained for a mo- 
ment, but that every admirer of original genius, invention, 
and departed worth, and that every well-informed gentle- 
man of patriot feelings, entertaining proper regard for the 
reciprocal 
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redprocal interells, the national honour, and juAice of his 
native country, can fail panicipating in the imereft, the 
pleafure, and the honour of having the original produflions 
of genius, compofed in the Welfh language; and the me- 
mory of their refpeflive authors retrieved from mouldering 
into oblivion, and tranfmitted a perfefl entire monument of 
geniua to poftcrity, before the language is obliterated, and 
placed in the catalogue of the dead languages. 

The proj'e^ openi an extenfive unbeaten field for the ex- 
ertion of talents and learning ; and under 'the guidance of 
judicious arrangements, aAive diligence, animated imagina- 
tion, found judgment, difiiniflncfs and preciHon, fufcepiible, 
too, of both the elegancies of tafte, and embellifhments of 
eloquence. And to devote intervals of leifure to the pro- 
fecution of literary works, connefled with the honour and 
mterelts of one's native country, can neither be an occupa- 
tion below the dignity and merit, nor incompatible with the 
obligations of the clerical eharafler- The nature and dc- 
lign of the work too, if all its component parts are execut- 
ed with ability, candour, difcrimination, judgment, fide- 
lity, and propriety, upon liberal principles, independently 
of felf-interell, literary akercation, or any mutual jealoufy 
of literary fame, and the whole ingenioufly combined and 
arranged, will refleil everlafting honour on the national 
charader of the WcUh ; and will defcend with Tionour to 
pofterity. And as long as prodiiflions of genius, inven- 
tion, and merit, as well as national honours, and national 
charaflerlftics hold any diftinguifhed place in public efti- 
matlon, the defign is worthy the exertion of the greatefl ta- 
lents, induftry, application, and perfeverance. 

BuL 
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Jut notwilhftanding there may be men of fo corttrafted 
underfhAdings, fpirit and Httienefa, loft to the true ho- 
nours of their country, and of fueh a complexion as to look 
upon the nobleft projeds as vain or idle enterprizes, if they 
are not expreftly, and direftly, calculated to attain their im- 
mediate difierent ends. The furelt bent, the views and 
fentiments of fuch minds, may dire<fily operate by private 
flander, to deprive men of talents and charafier from their 
proper weight and refpeA, to queflton individual veracity, 
integrity, and feniiments of bontiur, and to attach dif- 
honourable imputations to ever fo glorious attempts and 
patriotic deGgna ; as if no confidence, or honour, no 
intellectual faeuhies, or original powers of thinking, in- 
genuity and knowledge, tafte for polite literature, and in- 
lelledhial exertions ; neither judgment, critical difcernment, 
nor coraprehenfion of ideas, nor difcrimination in calling 
powers into aAion, were either matured or adequately 
poflelled in youth ; the moft a&'ive and lively pact of life, 
when the fpirils are brilk, and the mind and conftitution 
alert enough to execute the moft laborious and arduous 
parts of a defign. But to liften to the infulting politenefs, 
the injuftice and ingratitude of the invidious, the igno- 
rant, or the libertitic, and fuffer fuggeftions, artfully fhaped, 
to damp one's fortitude and refolution in virtuous and ho- 
nourable purfuits, would be criminal, weak nefs and abuft 
of talents. As ignorance, littlenefs of mind, licentiouf- 
nefs, the want of difmtereftednefs, feepticifm, and an in- 
vidious fpirit of thwarting virtuous efforts, feldom failed 
proving the forerunners and foiirces of national misfor- 
tunes,' barbarifm, and wretchednefs. 

G But 
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But I turn ray mind to a more enlivening Icrne, and view 
my profpeil through a nobler medium. As the men of Tank, 
' ferlune, and education, in this enlightened ifland, are of 
other charader, and generally diftinguiflied for elevation 
of fentiraents, difintereftednefs, liberality, and greatnels of 
mind, and ever ready find alert to, fecond and forward 
all generous views and purpofes ; I am neither difmayed _ 
nor difpirited in viewing the difficulties of efFeding the 
projected delign. The talents which God has given nie, 
my views and my efforts are fincerely and ardently direfled 
to its attainment; and I fhall be ever ready and proud to 
avail myfelf of every information, afliftance, and fuggef- 
tions to imfffove the main defign in hs profecution. Filled 
with admiration, reverence, and gratitude, in contempla- 
ting the pious magnanimity, the parental folicitudc and 
amiable virtues of my Sovereign, as well as the heroic 
-noblenefs and exertions, the wife upright views, and ele- 
vated fentlments of the great public characters; who 
ftand high in His, and country's confidence; neither my 
fpiriis nor my fortitude, fail mc in perfcvering to center 
ihe efforts of my mind, in the gradual accompliihment of 
the undertaking. Nor do I defpair in the lead, when the 
defign IS fully developed and maturely confidered, but that 
my efforts in its profecution will be generoufly encouraged 
and invigorated, in order to give full effeift to the plan. 

I am certainly but a youtig man, and how far I may be 
competently qualified to profecuie, with lleadlr.efs and fuc- 
cefs, fo arduous a projed, is a point I cannot exprefs ray 
. fentlments upon but with peculiar delicacy and aweful 
diffidence. As the literary cmulilion and patriotic princi- 
pies 



5yGOC>^IC 



43 

plesof earlier years, may impel a young man, ere he cflays 
his abilities with difcrimination and judgment, in private, 
or examines, with ridgid Impartiality, and the fevere eye 
of criticifm, the depth and acumen of his own genius, his 
principles of thinking, the elallicity of his intelleflual pow- 
ers, the extent of his aeqiiifilion, and his power of combi- 
nation; or maturely exercifes his judgment, and feelings in 
forming proper conceptions of the geniua, and manners of 
the age, to place a too (teady confidence in his powers, abi- 
lities, and energies of mind : or to over-rate his perfever- 
ance, and the refolution decidedly requifite, even with the 
bounteous gifts of nature, to plan, with judgment, and exe- 
cute with felicity, a work of magnitude ; and to make thofc 
efibrts, which alone, in this enlightened and aecompljlhed 
age, can lead to any fuccefs and repute in the literary world. 
The fatigues inevitably attendant on the defigning, arrang- 
ing, and executing fo vaft and complicated a proje<ft ; may, 
circumftanced as I now am, appear above my years, my 
powers, and my fortune. The diflicultiea which attend com- 
paffing the whole delign are certainly great, and require 
adequate abilities, refolution, and efibrts to furmount them, 
-and to bring the undertaking to a happy ilTue. But, not- 
withftanding, I defpair not ; and how far I may be too full 
of confidence on this end, I Ihall leave to my countrymen 
and pofteriiy to decide, and to fet the fcal to " Suam 

eUlQUE PECUB F0STEK1TAS KEFKNDtT." 

Animated with generous principles and well-grounded 
hopes of encouragement, I undertake the defign with con- 
jdence and alacrity. If [ have now the difadvantage of 
£)rtune, I have the advantage of youth ; and for the fole 
' honour 
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boiUHir «f the purfuili I have reived, u far as my uientt, 
my abilities, and circumftances will carry me, not to be 
wanting io any endeavours, independently of any pcrfonal 
views and coniiderations, to profccute my ftudies with dili- 
gence, application, and patient fortitude, in order t» crown, 
if poflible, my literary projefe and efibrts ultimately with 
every delirable fuccefs. My time is certainly now propor- 
tioned, and chiefly occupied between the duties of the fchooli 
and the preparatory ftudies, which a young man defigned 
for the church ought to purfue, and be accompliflied in- 
And though I am now reduced to the neceffity of fufpe tiding 
altogether my ftudies, my reading, and refledUoa to that 
particular end, and to give way to other duties, I aia, how- 
eveT,deterraiQed to go on with tlie [Jan of the defign ii) the 
mean time as well as I can ; and wait, with patience, till 
time fumilh me with leifure and favourable opportunity b> 
purfue it with more conftant attention, enei^, vigour, and 



I hope my parents, my friends, and nlaticms will concur 
with a fpirit of promptitude and unanimity, to my rflflgn- 
i.ng up this fituation by next fpring, and be liberal enough to 
fecondmy views and application in the purfult of my ftudiei. 
As to negkA prtfervisg our produdHons of genius till the^ 
irretrievably moulder away, and to fuficr the memopy of 
their refpeflive authors to die in oblivion, would inevitably 
£nk our national chara^er, as a people can, any way at- 
tached to the caufe of literature, to men of genius and letters, 
very low in the o[4nionof polterity. 

Our fequeftered lituation, the fimplicily of our manners, 
and our long miftaken national pride and prejudices, have, 

for 
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for centuriesi ke^it ua in indigence and oUciiriCy, in dua 
remote comer of the illand ; and protradled, as ye(, the ex- 
iSLcaz* of our native lBngu»g;e, from coming; quite exUafl. 
They have been long great uBpediments to tlw advance- 
ment of knoKledge in Wal<s ; and they have, top, kept va 
ftUl hi behind hand in the higher and nobler walka of ger- 
nms and of fciencc But the public mind is nav giadually 
expanding in Wales, and direifled into channels which can- 
not fail introducing opulence, and ito auicfnuicant hfilnts aa4 
iaiproveincnta; and which, thoMgh Ifoperceptible to the ge- 
nerality of minds, undermine the n^ve lanj^age in a moll 
rapid manner. And, notwithftanding the diredl evidence 
of thde predifpoGng caufes, which cannot &il terminating 
in its annihilation, there arc feint prev^ltng optniom in a 
lew folitary comers among u9, and evenamongmen deftltute 
of neither leatning nor underftandfng, that t^K languj^ is 
fiationary, fixt, and perpetual. But they^ are f6tinded in 
miftaken, though well-meant notions, and in Ugot^ }^n- 
cijJes, and the want of a dilifjent atteation to the chai^ 
whioh the operati<H9s of time, the princij^et and b^in of 
education have filentty wrou^t in the genius, the fenii- 
ments, and manner* of the WeUfa, nearly in moll placesi 
(the molt mountainous and fequeflered fpots excepted) over 
the whole principality. 

To minds ftrongly prepoffeffed, the direft evidence of feAsi 
the juftell reafoning, and molt cogent arguments, may, at 
firit %ht, appear vain and graundlefs ; but mature reflec- 
tion, and confide ration, cannot help opening every mind, 
open to conviflion, to perceive the rapid decline of the 
Wellh language, and to draw the &irelt conclullons, that. 
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■in every probability, no diftant period will exrirpate It from 
being a living language. My fentimenis to fuch difpofitions, 
may appear the very height of prcfumption ; but I hefiiate 
not appealing toevery refleifling gentleman, who impartially 
Ihapes all the circumftances in his mind, and difceming 
enough from them, lo trace caufes from their effefts ; if we 
are not In imminent danger of lofmg ■our language ; and, 
indeed, that its annihilation, even upon ihe fairell calcula- 
tion is become inevitable. And I hefitate not then to reft 
the truth and juHnefB of the fentiments, and my obfervations 
on the merit and refult of his own judgment. 

The forming of the projefl in my own mind, has, fbr fome 
years, occafionally arrefted and employed the attention of 
my mind, and to which, I now decidedly mean dedicating 
my abilities and lludiea with nMre aftive diligence and atten- 
tion, all my intervals of lelTure. I always wifhed to keep 
the projed a fecret, till I might have defigned, arranged, 
executed, and publiflied its general outlines and prelimina- 
ries, and be enabled to procure a competent provilion, and 
to center the attention and the powers of my mind in its pro- 
fecution, with betlier advantages and Icfs interruption. But 
my having imparted * the ground-work of the undertal^ing, 
and 

• I wai beird lo iay, Qdcb Ihe difclofutc of my piojeflEcl Ae&gn aad 
fsntlment on Uie fubjea wai made to a few [ritads, ind other paulolic 
ctiira&eis, thai the eipence of printing various Welfli Manurcripti ha* 
been precipitate!)' undertaken by aMr. Okih Jomj, originailya native 
eC Wilei. bul who now lives in Town, and dealt in the Fuirieiy line of 
bufinefi. 

li i> with eilreme concern I obfove, that the mannei in which ihe 
KEHiim oi WiLiH PoiTd ANo Amtiqditiii have been nejle^ted, 
i«flc&i iMt the faiglieft honoiu on the litnaif fpirit or patiiolic emuluion. 
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and dilclofed my fentiments, as I thought, iii confidence, to 
fbme literary friends, and a few others, has defeated the ob- 
jeH of my views and wi{hes on that end, I thought the 

of the principality. Ai no rtgulai plm of defign hn be«n hiiheitopn- 
pafed, to refcue them from theiiunmetitcd oblciuitr, Mf »<eiDpti of the 
kind. previouQ)' adopted, have heen calf partial and conlraded ; or, in 
oideiiD fruftraie i geneial plan, have been only pitcipitalely imdeilak«> 
fiom iniflateo moiivei, and vifionaryideai. by individuali,, who wanted 
geniui and depth of judgment to Ikeich out ths seneral outllnei of i gieat 
ic^ir vrorlt, 01 of adequate talent), learning and ablliliei— oi fkltl tn 
compofiiion, lo beat them out in the exeiuii cm. The few men of talenti 
leitiiioj, difctioiination, lafle, and judgment, who direfled iheir aireti- 
■iim any way to inveRigaie the meafiitei of Wcllh Antiquitici, weie, in 
iheir progtefi, arrelled by iodeclDon, iiregulsrity, and irrelbluiioo ; of 
Winted fortune o< frieodi, to inv-ijoraie iheir eBbrtt, and fan their 
genitu. 

Indeed, after all, upon difpatlonalely viewing ihsdreaiy province of > 
Bier« Editor, it may, I will readilyallon, be malniained with reafoti, truth 
and jodsmcnt, thai (he Iranfcrlbing and meie editing a who.le mafi of 
old VVelfli Miiiuicripii, ii a drudgery, In ihij polite and ace ompliflied 
a;e, to which the a^ive poweri of geiiiui, lalenU, and ibilitlet can hardly 
floop 10 undenake ; and thai greatnefi of mind lequiret a noblct field fee 
ihefcopeof iii fa:ultiei. Abdradedly fpeaking, the pofiiion I allow to 

for inferior intelledual endowmenli or accompli fbmcnii, and a quite 
diffcrenl call of chaiafler!. For men, ai a iate ingenioui Nobleman, I le- 
tollcS, obfefvct, " in the form of thofe, who grow neilher wifet nor belter 
by fludy themfelvei, but who enable othcri la fludy with jreaier cafe, and 
lO purpofei mote ufeful ; who make fiit copiei of foul MSS,— give figni- 
ficatlDii of liaid words, and uke great deal of other grammatical paini, 
Thefenitn court fame, as well ai iheir betters, by luch mean, as God haa 
given ihem lo acquire it; and dcierve encouragement, while they conti- 
nue 10 com;)ilc, and neither aSeC. wit, nor pteiend to leafon." — But la 
form out with judgment and felicity, a gieil work from > given nufi of 
materialu, ic.ulrei Etniuito prrjta, and abilltiti lo execute. 
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infringenienti at fitft (chou^ I am now anintatcd with a fiill 
pcrfuafion it neither fprang froA any low invidioui motives^ 
but rather frotn emoliona of gcnerafity, paCriotifiH, and dif- 
interefied friendfhip) was raEher ungenerous, becaufe my 
circuiuftanGet and&cuation, at prefeiK, make it hnpoflible for 
me to carry the preparatory meaTure kixnediately into eSe&, 
as I am at prcfent miferably fettered down by want of lei- 
fure and other advantages, and fecondary means to execute 
it. But, however it may ferve to redouble my diligence, I 
think it no longer cither honourable or politic, to conceal my 
projected defign, and the patriotic end it 19 calculated to 
promote. 

Thou^ deftitute of Patronage, and the want of an ade- 
quate private fortune, ibrow, at prefent, many obflacles in my 
way, lam, however, determined, myexertionsfliallnot be 
ever fparcd ; nor would I defpair of an honourable iifue, if I 
will but have my efforts and my ftudies, in the intennediate 
time, a little countenanced, till I may procure an indepen- 
dency of fortune, and the means of profecuting, in con- 
junflion with my other duties, the projefts of-my ftudies, 
with application and uniformity, upon a plan, which may 
render the propofed defign wonhy the caufe it is calculated 
to efpoufe, and of public patronage. 

Fixt and firm in my determinations, and relying on the 
liberal fupport, and ingenuoufnefs of men of rank and for- 
tune, and on the patronage of a. generous public, the prof- 
pefl difcourages me not. And free, too, from the influences 
of proSt, (the undertaking opens no magnificent profpefl to 
immediate fame and profii) of all views and confiderations, 
hut 



5yGOC>^lC 



49 

but the tntcFcfti and ttonoun of my native country, my 
endeavours, and unremitted exertions of every feculiy, ds 
far as my heaith, my life, and the duties of my funflion, 
will pcnnSt me, {hall be ever centered in the gradual accom- 
pliftinent of the undertaking. Its profecution may Indif- 
penfibly require the facrifice of my beft years, and probably 
of my perfonal intercfts, and I (hall moft wiltiogly facrifice 
all inferior confiderations to its attainment. The pleafing 
reileAion of I>eing enabled with the co-operating aid of other 
patriotic literary cbaraAers, to bring a wortc, fo immediately 
conneifted with the honour of my country, and of my native 
language, into an honourable iffue, will, itfclf alone, amply 
repay me for the difficulties, the fatigues, and expences I 
may be obliged toencounterin its profecution. 



From the mode, my intentions, my fmcere difmterefled 
exertions, arwi laudable propofals have been treated, and re- 
cent expedients, you, my Lord, may form fome conceptions 
how far agreeably to my views, confonaiit with my wiflies, 
and unifon with my fentiments and feelings this fituaiion 
muft be, aa to improve its interefts, ever fince I entered the 
fituation, has ever occupied the graatell fliare of my atten- 
tion, has once given me the highell pleafurc, and has ever 
been my prevailing wiOi ; it being a duty that always gave 
me the apptoljation of my own heart, and invigorated 
my fpiriis to execute the duties attached to it, and to purfue 
my private fludies with greater energy and fuccefs. 

If I bad been a young man of indifferent morals, or of 

bigotied principles, negBgent of all external obfcrvancies, 

H and 
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and untouched with the interefts of my native country, defl^ 

lute of family, and who, in the heat and bloom of youlb, 
indifcriminately preferred the pleafures of fociety to an ac- 
tive exertion of the duties attached to my Stuiiion, and to 
the nmuTements of my ftudies, reading, and rcfleflion; or 
out of fome fbolifli eccentricities, and auCterity of mind and 
manners, treated the enjoyment of civil fociety with cynical 
contempt, or had I Ihnink from my duty from motives of 
interefts or fear, fome fpecious pretexts might then be 
alledged, andfome accufations upon incurriDg the leaii dif- 
pIcaTure, might too be urged with fome plaufibilit y of reafon. 
Bucitfeems, my Lord, virtuous exertions feldom efcape the 
jaundiced eye of envy; nor, indeed, where ftrong local preju- 
dices prevail, often the mifconception of ignorance, and the 
niifreprefentatian of malice. 



My views and my efibrts were uniformly to form a fchool, 
and, I humbiy prefume, would in any other place but this 
have been properly appreciated, and adequately encouraged 
and fupported. But adverfe views, however, preponderated, 
and redered my efforls, hitherta, to but little purpofe, in en- 
deavouring to accomplifli the defirahle end. The objeft of 
my wiflies, and my ambition, ever were to proceed upon a 
judicious and liberal plan, in order gradually to form this 
into 3 refpeflable School; and if I experienced but the leaft 
encouragement to put the plans of improvement in execu- 
tion, I would have made it of a fmall grammar fchool in the 
courfe of few years, a defirable lltuation enough for a young 
man, andamuclimore conliderableacquilition to Dolgelley, 
and ibis part of Merionethfliire. But the oppofition, the dif- 
plealure, and refentment, I of late experienced for my pro- 
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pofed plans, and fincere endeavours, fruftrated my views to 
cany the defigns of improvement with the derired fuccefc 
into effcd, and have confiderabiy damped, too, my ardour and 
my pleafgres, to ftroggle any longer with adverfe circum- 
ftatices and views, to carry them into elfoS. They have, be- 
fides, formed in me a ilrong wi(h, if I could but obtain, in 
a free, generous, and voluntary manner, the refpeftive 
confent of my friends, and. but obtaip an adequate compe- 
tence to go CHI uninterruptedly, even upon the mod faving 
and oeconomical plan, with the remaining terms of college, 
till I take out my degree, and get into orders, and to deliver 
myfelf up to my ftudies, to lofc not a day In giving in my 

For the fake of my health, I am afraid I have already 
refided here longer than my fpirits, and the frame of my 
conllitution could well bear, without being injured ; and I 
am now determined to wafte not much longer the prime of 
my youth, my e&rts, my health, and my patience, in a 
fitiution fo unfavourable to every generous propofal and 
Hterary exertions. It checks and cramps all my efforts, and 
my refiding here a few years longer, may probably ruin 
my health, imperceptibly throw a languor over my fpirits, 
and place me in a con6rmed decline, and abridge my days 
by premature death m the midft of my endeavours, before I 
may be able to carry my proj'efted defign into execution. 
As the literary diladvantages (to have aceefs to any well fur- 
nlfhed library, and mafler-pieces of genius to improve one's 
tafte, and to form a proper ftyle upon, is morally impoffible 
here), the manners, the fentiments, the fuperinduced habits 
and views, even of forac of the leading men of the place, 
render 
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tender it a refidencci but little ciuigpaial with the views, and 
feniimeDts of aaj nun of letters, refiefUoti) aa<i difcern- 
ment, poffelTed of any afUvity of miad and refolution, 
who dares calUag the powers of his mind into aifiiant 
and centers them in objefli worthy his attention ; and fuf- 
ceptlble too of the more refined plcafures, and recreation of 
Ibci»l intercourfe in civil Ibciety. The laborious duties of 
my fititation fcarcely give me now any time to read or to 
think ; and there is juthlng here to fan geniuci or to excite 
emulation and induflry. 

To fall in with the views, and to give way to all the 
fafliionable cuftoms of the place, would certainly give one 
unmolefted, the free enjoyment of illufive pleafures, undif- 
tinguilhed popularity, and vulgar applaufe ; but that line 
of conduA would be at the expence of every right improve- 
ment of pans, and of all incentives to any great and merito- 
riousaflions. As to habituate one's felf to a con&ant habit of 
allbciating occafional intervals of leifure with men of oppo- 
fitc views, dcflitute of literary fpirit, ever intent on private 
intereft, on fel&ih ends, or trilling amufements, would Iboa 
diffipate every literary paflion, caufe the mind to li^e 
light of every noble objeA, to pore upon trifles, and 
wotdd too loon relax every faculty and energy of mind ; 
and, in fucb a lituation, genius,, fkill, and knowledge are 
o£ but little avail : and to preferve under the preffure of 
fortune, any thing like an independency of fpirit and 
refolution of mind, and to difplay any eflbrts of virtue and 
tafte for literature, and to forbear condefcendiog into vulgar 
familiarity, are fure to be ungeneroufly conftrued into piide, 
palGon, and a haughtincls of mind, and made defpicable 
pretext 



5yGOC>^IC 



S3 

|ureUx» kr mUnepicfenutlont, aad a ftalking-borfe for 
private flsnder. But, in making this arany the like ob&rvar 
tlaaa, far bs it even from oie indifcTiminately to leflnft on the 
plAce; as there are, notwilhftafxUng the ungenero)^ ttXMt- 
nent I experienced from fomc (ju&ners, in OolgeUy and its 
vicinity, nuny perfon« boa whom I received every eivUity 
atti poliienefs — men whom I Ihall be alvayi prtnid to Ben- 
tton with refpcA, efieeoi anj gratitude : and f*f be it like- 
wife from me to ariugate any fupei ier talents and merit te 
tnyfelf, as I know too well tbe difficulties and iDeoDvesienciea 
I labour under in many rdpeds. 

1 wifli ray circumftances were now but equal to niy will : 
as the difficulties and difcouragements which t have expe- 
rienced in my finccre endeavours to form a School have 
already waited my fpirits, and impaired the frame of my 
conltitution too much, and rendered the fuperintending a 
number of children, (a no fmall part thereof being in the 
rudiments of learning,} an employ but little congenial with 
the genius of mydifpofition. But in making this obierva- 
tion, &rbeit alfo from me to inCnuate, direflly or indireffly^ 
that my talents and merit are above my fituation and em- 
ployment : For, in the raean time, till I coIleA the opinions 
and fentiments of my friends, and obtain their approbation 
and content, on free and liberal terms, to my refigning, I 
am as determined as ever to pay a confcientious regard to the 
refpeflive duties and interefts of thefchool, and ftedfaftlyto 
preferve the privileges I am refponfibly bound by fituation 
to defend, till circumftances honourably put it my power to 
profccute my literary plans with.greatcr energy and fuccefs, 
to reiign it up, and to deliver myfelf over to my ftudies, and 
my natural talents. 

The 
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The generoua manner you have, my lord, counienanced 
me when I firft applied fitr thii fchool, and the condefcend- 
ing- politenefs you have fince Ihewn me, lay me under 
many obligations. Influenced with tbefe tdeai, I thought 
my£elf in duty, in gratitudet and in honour, bound to 
impart my news, and my determinations, to your lordlhip, 
in the firil place.. However I may now regret my not hav- 
ing refumed this refolution, in confequence of (he araufing 
language of a few friends, a year or two fooner, I alTure 
you, my lord, nothing has coil my feelings greater flrug- 
gles, than my being necefStatcd, in compliance with the 
injunAions of duty and jullice, to develope recent circum- 
ftances, and thefc my determined refolves and ientiments, 
out of veneration and gratitude, and an emulative wiQi 
of not ever giving In any ihape, your lordihip the moft 
diltant caule of difpleafure, or of wounding in the leall 
your lordOiip's feelings. But, as they fpring from the heft 
motiveS) I fain perfuadc myfelf, you will, my lord, con- 
fider the actuating principles and the objeA of my wiihes in 
a generous point of view, and their true light. My inten- 
tions however, are upright, and I hope my conduA will 
never belie them. 

To improve the interefts of my iituation, and to form a 
fchool, has long been my ruling paffion ; but my efTorls 
have been ftudioufly left unprotefted, and confequently ia 
great meafure thrown away ; and procraftination, inde- 
cifion, and delays have already too long fufpended my ftu- 
dies, and kept me to a fituation the moft afflifling to a 
thinking mind, and a delicate conftitution — a fituation 
to which no temporal advantages or embarrafTments of for- 
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longer than my friends approve of my giving in my refig- 



As little patronage and proteAimi would be now of lig^ 
nal advantage to rae, I mean vifiting my friends, and rela- 
tions in South Wales, in the courfe of thi» fummer reccfs, 
.to court and {blicit affiAance to go on with my terms at 
Oxford, and my ftudies, and lo bring them, if I can, tm 
liberal terms, to countenance me there, till I finiOi my aca- 
demical education, and get into orden, and be able, with 
advantage, to fix my relidence in a place fomcwhat more 
congenial with the views and feelings of a peribn of a ftu- 
dious and refleiAing call of mind, and be able to procure a 
fuiiable proviHon for myfclf. If I can but have them now 
to protefl my efibrts with fpiric and promptitude, I may 
then carry forward my ftudies to advantage, and bring, if 
I live, the projeifb of my ftudies gradually into m honour- 
able iffue. As long as I will be obliged to live in this 
place, the moil .unremitting exertions and conftancy will 
never well enable me to carry any of my literary views 
into a fuccefsful ifiue, nor accomplifh any thing agree- 
ably to my wiflies. It is impolfihle here to exert one's 
abilities to any advantage. 

But if my parents, out of motives of prudence, or from 
confined notions and too hafly adopted opinions, in view- 
ing the projeifled defign, as means calculated to fquander 
intervals of leifure, health, and fortune, without profpeflof 
immediate returns, hefitaie, and (as life, even in the prime 
of youth, is but precarious), think that they are not well 
enabled. 
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eiubkd, nritbout injuring themfelvcB and the reft of the fa- 
mily, to extend ine ^ficieiu fupport b> go on with every ra- 
peited proprieiy with my college education, in the line I 
have entered upon, but ftiould rather difplay a wlfli that I 
fliduld abandon tty literary views, or at leaft fufpcnd pra-. 
fecutiog them for a few years, and perfcvere in my Gtu. 
9tion here, till I may gradually bring, by my own folitaiy 
ezeitions, pnideace and (economy, my termc, ficp by flep, 
tDadofe, my cirbomftancas will then imperioafly necefTi- 
tate me to finifh the remaining terms in the humble Hcua- 
fioit of a fcrvitor, as I have no other refource, without 
involving myfelf in debts, and endiefs difficulties : (my c!r- 
cumftancefi, indeed, are already greatly deranged), to ac- 
complifh them, and I am determined, at all events, not 
to abandon my ftudiet, or to be any longer loft in refolves. 

I have already, out of deference and gratitude to my 
friends, waited too much of my time and of my health, 
in this fequellered and diladvantageous fituation. My 
cffints to carry into effe& the only plans, which would have 
enfured fuccefs in forming a fchool, have been difcounte* 
nanced with a dMermined fpirit of oppofitioh. I have, how- 
ever, no caufe for remorfe on my own account ; becaufe I am 
confcious I have ufed every honourable means and exertion 
in my power, to attain the favourite objeft of my purfuit 
on that end. 

Whether Mr. HuoHEB aiflcd wholly under the influence 
and cantFoul of his own fentimenis, in fubordination to 
feme private views and inierefts, or fome raiftaken perfua- 
fiona, I Hiall not flop to cKamlne, nor even bellow a thought 
upoik The objeft was all the fame ; and our refpediive 
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views iind rentlments will belt Ipeak Ibr thenifelves. Mr. 
Hughes and his friends, Wnavi full well, in confequence 
of my being one of a large family, and a young man hav- 
ing no fpecific income of his own, that my finances were 
but low, and that they muft) in confequence of my living 
remote from my friends and relaiions in South Wales, and 
in coiUequence of my expenditure being, tbefe years, in 
every ihape, fo conliderable, have placed me too, in a 
pretty difficult and dilheartening Gtuation. 

But notwithltanding whatever hopes might once have 
been builc upon thofe ideas, and whatever lengths a kvr 
minds might, for a time, thought not iuadvifable to pur- 
fue, in hopes to overpower me, and to divert my views; 
they wiil eventually, I pledge myfelf, briflg them but little 
merit, and but ill accompliih the objeifl of any fecret plan 
or wilbes ; and the attempts are neither better calculated 
to abate my private friendlhip, nor my unlbaken attach- 
ment and gratitude to the true friends of my country, nor 
my padion for my Hudies, neither to blaft my hopes, nor 
to prevent me placing proper confidence. in my own powersi 
energy, and abilities- 

. I have long forbore many perfonal injuries and vindic- 
tive infults, with lilence, humility, and patience, and 
never deigned to notice them. My lilence and my patience 
have been ungenerotiily abufed, and conltrued into weak* 
nefs and abjcA pufillanlmlty. But now they may think 
it equally politic to endeavour fmolhering fome expedients 
with as much fludied precaution as my efforts have long 
been coumeraded. 

I Indeed 
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Ittdeml lite eonftmufneft of the liberality and difintcr 
reAednefi of my intentions, to pronMte the interells of thii 
fch ooliand du mode, my viewt, and my cfibrts havo 
been dtfcountcnanced and treated, have ottce made 4eepn 
impFefiiaiu upon my mind and my feeling* than I could 
have wifhed. But, thauk God, my fpirits have fupported 
me, the moit trying and dilhcartcning moments, ftora.Ank* 
tng i and, under the providence of God, I do iwt doubt but 
I ni:iy yet live la kt atlenipt* to csunteraA my esertlMii, 
co-operating, with other means, to cany fomard my literary 
defigns, and even to ferve my interefti In life. 

As the integrity and uprightnefi of my heart have hitheiM 
fuppliedme with fortitude, conflancy, and Fefolution to tread 
in the path of virtue, I hope the fame views and the lame 
pailion will keep ever alive in my breaft proper fentiments of 
honour, preferve my manners untainted, and infpire me 
with fortitude to bend my inielleAual exertions, uniformly 
fubfervient in performing the offices of a good chriflian and 
a loyal fubjeft, in the fphere the providence of Ood may 
place me to a<fl in ; as I am not Infenfible but the priiKiplea 
of the Britifli conftituiion andof Britifh jurifprudence will 
proieift private innocence and public virtues from the moral 
poffibility of being borne down and annihilated by the fpirtt 
of envy, refentment, or chicanery. 

Though I have been early expofcd to the cares of Hfc, 
and to cope with the difficuhies and frowns of fortune, the 
effbrts and fentiments of my youth will however give a 
decided teftiroony of my loyalty, my patriotifm, and of my 
high and decided opinion of the conAancy, firmnefs, and 
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public virtues of our public cliaradcrs. As ihc miftakni 
perfuaiioiis, and ^llruAive innovating principles, which 
reemed to me in any fhape leading to propagate profligacy 
and impietyi to laugh religious ideas lo fcom, to efface mo- 
rality, and every eflential difference between right and 
wrong, to damp national attachment, to fuhvcrt monartliical 
governtnentf to banifli mutual conHdence from civil rocietyi 
and to conftitute the preference of evil to juftice, upon the 
ruins of religion and of civil fubordination, have often 
n>ufed my feelings, and, according to the extent of my 
abilities, have never efcaped being expofed and confuiod 
under whatever covert or fpecious names I could difcem 
their operating influence, or with whatever flippancy de- 
livered. I ingenuoully own I always fyoke and wrote my 
fentimentJ, in a plain, and undifguifed manner, without fear 
of forfeiting the good opinion of the virtuous, the loyal 
and the patriot, or of alienating, «r offending in the leaft, 
tbe TCgard and friendihip of the friends of my youth, 
vbotn, (fls it ia my bounden duty) I (hall ever Dlleem and 
revere, as long as gratitude can influeace, or the powers of 
TtcotleAion remain. 

Intleed, to preferve iquanimity always in my conveifa- 
tion, and to prevent my ardour rifmg into impetuofity, in 
marking many illiberal obfcrvations, the fecret workings 
and dark views of a few chara^rs, have, at times, given 
my feelings to Tome of the fevereft trials. 

How far my charaifler and fentim«nts may have been 
diftorted and wantonly mifreprefented, and how &r a young 
man may be harraJTcd with impunity, for having exerted 
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his powers and abilities with fincerlty, and little indepeti- 
dencj- of fpirit, to attain virtuous ends, calculated to pro- 
mote public advantages: and as Mr. Hwghes makes a 
point of exerting all the means and influence he pofTibij' 
can among his friends and relations here, and wifties that 
implicit deference be paid to his views and fentimenls, and, 
under that pretexlure of authority, decidedly fets his face 
againft improvements of decided utility, whether he, in 
refufing his confent to efpoufe a propofal, which fo ma- 
terially embraces the general interefls of the fchool, and 
in making it a point of difpute, and of depreffing me, 
fubjefls himfelf guilty, or not, of grofs abufe, and high 
violation of privilege are queftions, 1 ftiall with faftty 
leave, byway of inference, to the adminiftration of equity, 
and to the wifdom of my country to decide upon. 



If my exertions and fentiments on this fubjefl-matleri 
daihed with fome favourite ideas, concealed reafons, and 
darling plans of Mr.. Hushes, and he, in confequence 
thereof, affefls thinking indignantly of me, and feeks 
pretexts to depreciate my fentiments, or to obfcure and fap 
my charader and credit, I cannot help thinking it cruelly 
'and unjullifiahly harlh and oppreflivc ; and, how far it 
may be a gentlemanlike conduifl, I prefer leaving it to 
fpeak for itfelf, and that others {hould draw that inference ; 
as I have neither animolity nor refentment, nor interefted 
felfifli views to gratify. For to live peaceably, in good 
underftanding and reputable union, with all men, without 
being obliged to debafe myfelf. In meanly complying with 
influences of mere local and vulgar prejudices, at the ex- 
peoqe of moral reiflitude of condufl, to (loop to the 
crooked 
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cmoked paths of fkfhionable foll!«s, eccentricities and 
diffipaiion, or without being obliged to facrifiee the fen- 
timents and feelings, unavoidably efential to conlHlute an 
upright charafler, is a line of conduift, and a principle I 
always endeavour invariably lo aft upon. 

But to vindicate my character and my conduA from 
groundlefs and afperfive inGnuation, and to biuni die keen 
edge of calumny, is a duty I owe to ntyfelf, as an upright 
ImneAtnan, and a moral chriitian. For, in examining the 
aAions of my youth and the fentimenls of my heart, I 
have the fatis&dlion to think my condufl and my manners 
are irreproachable and exemplary : or, at leaft, - 1 have 
the plcaGng reflexion of being not wanting in my endea- 
vours, ever to habituate my mind to the love of virtue, and 
detellation of vice, and to regulate my deportment by the 
pun<5lilio$ of decorum, and of upright behaviour ; as my 
religious fentimentE are firmly built upon the genuine prin- 
ciples of our ellablilhed religion, and my political maxims 
upon thofe of our excellent conftitution. I hope, too, my 
attention in private capacity has not been wanting in the 
facial duties of a moral cbriftian, and of a loyal fubjefl; or, 
that I }iMC beeif, in my rank and ftatisn, any way back- 
ward to WErt my talents in the caufe and fervice of my 
country to die extent of my abilities and years. 



Iflljave adverfaneswboitiay wiJh to gratify fbramtHiieat 
fome felfiih. [oHons, by endeavouring to injure my temporal 
inteidb, and by any difingcnuouB means to obllrud my 
prog^s, I hope they may live to fee their error upon that 
ciiil ; ai I am aoiiiiMed with that conUenq: they never will 

be 
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be able to iJeprive me of my virtue and my priociplet) or 
to divert my views from far nobler ends. The idea that 
thefe pitiful attempts, to diftraft my effi)iis, will 
foon be feen through, feives not a little to infpirit and 
ii)vigorate me to a fteady application and perfeverance, to 
patience and meeknefs in the difcharge of my ducies, to 
exert ray talents, and to profecute my ftudies, with chearful 
alacrity, upon a plan unifonnly fubfervlcnt to the interells 
of religion, morality, and of our conilitution j as the lans 
of my country wlU proteA my vinue and my innocence, and 
fettoo, I hope, the united effi>rts of envy and of jealoulies, 
to overpower me in virtuous and patriotic purfuits, ever at 



Upright in my views, and entertaining no mean apprehen- 
(ions of myfelf, my fentiments in converfation and writing 
ever flowed from a natural opennefs of foul. They may 
breathe the ardour of youth ; but I am animated with a Grm 
perfuafiea, the fpirit of liberality, and the enlightened 
undeiilanding, will never take them in an indlficrent light, 
nor take the leaft umbrage at them. 

Invariable in principle, confiding too !n your Lordlhip'> 
honour, juAice, proieflion, and generous feelings, buoyed 
upby my integrity, andthe uprigh[nefs ofmy vim, I feel 
no fon of mean ai^rehenfions ; as i reft fecured on the 
firm balls of temperance and virtue, of chriflian charity and 
chriftian fortitude. I am certainly but a young roan enter- 
ing upon the great theatre of life, without the advantages 
of private fortune ; but the path of honour and of virtue 
lies ftraight before me. Nor fliali, under the bldfings of 
Providence, any inconveniences and difcouragements, nor 
evil 
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oil tongues dilarm me of fonilude, dcprefs my fpirhs, nor 
link me down from puifuing undeviatingly, with patience, 
faumillty, moderation, and prudence, the boiwurable courfe 
marked out to my views. 

I am very fenfible, my Lord, of the civilitiea, the protec- 
tion, the condefce tiding goodnefs and polltene{s your JLord- 
Aiip has deigned to Ihew me ; and X fincerely hope and 
flatter myfelf too, my pad or my future condud will not 
ever give real caufe to link ray charader in your Lordfhip's 
opinion, or that it will ever put it in the power of man ta 
lay, at any future period, the confidence once repolcd ia 
me, haS) inanylhape, been ever abufed, orthc encour-age- 
ment and protetflion extended to me, treated with ingra- 
titude. My conditA and my ai^ions however, Ihall fpeak 
for themfelves. 

I have the honour to he, with every deference. 
My Lord, 
Your LordOiip's moll obliged. 

And moA obedient humble fervant, 

JAMES JONES MORGAN. 
Dolge/ly, Jane 22, lygg. 

P. S. I am atfluated, my Lord, by the interefts of truth 
andjuftice, humbly to folicit the honour of your Lordfhip's 
anfwer upon this occafion. For the groTs and unjufl manner 
I bftve beea made food of abufe by a few felf-interefied 
- individuals in this little place, for having exerted myfelf at 
an upright honefl lincere man in my fjtuatlon, is now fuffici- 
cmly known to your Lordlhip, and which may, beycmd the 
moral poffibiUty of any prevarication or reply on their pan, 
•nable you, my Lord, to draw dear deduAions how far ray 
afUons, 
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aflions, condign and ffxertions, are reprehenfiblc or honour- 
able. The low contriTanccs and defpicable means ufed to 
obftrua my views and cramp ray eflwu, never rofe in my 
breaft any other feniiments and knhi'umt, fave thofe of 
filenc pity and perfeft indifference. They may have ferved 
to animate my feelings, and to Invigorate my powers, and 
to illuftraie, the more forcibly, the never failing confolalions, 
and fublime pleafures, which always fpring from a religious 
education, and the fettled principle of upright conduift. 

Bu( how far my aiSions, my condiifl, and exertions for 
promoting the interefts of this fehooj, fprang from fenti- 
mentsof private iniereil, or private ambition, I think expe- 
dient, and, indeed, confider myfelf in juftice bound, to' 
leave to my cotmtrymen to determine. 

For as patriot-worth and private virtues may. often, in 
the fhade, be moft cruelly and mifchievoufly injured, and 
the beft charaflers blackened by the wanton mifreprefenta- 
tions, private whifpers, and low infinuations of malice and 
calumny, I think every gentleman of honour and inte- 
grity, fenfible of the' feelings' of humanity and fuffering- 
misfortune, cannot fail intereftirtg liimfelf in favour of 
injured worth and reputation, or can, with a fafc coirfcience, 
ever fpeak with the Icaft difrefpefl, in feeing a young man 
afling upon principles of truth, juftice, and' honour, to 
vindicate his charafber and reputation, and to blunt the ka«) 
edge of calumny. 
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LETTER 

WRITTQ4 UPON 

^^nnttplcs of g>elf=® efeitce 

AND 

PATRIOTIC POINTS, 

TO 

A MEMBER 

OF THB 

BRITISH HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Br JAMES JONES MORGAN. 



^ifiiwafsa vtrl iftm Ittat !n Dm, 
Wm beilii base vil, eai qualut dolui, 
SifiaclKt illataair ortii, 
Inclnaifigiei maam. 

Bdchahah. Pi. 
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A refurae Ac liberty of brcdcitig in on At trnic and 
attention of tbe clura<!ter vigoroufly afUve Id generous and 
manly employments, may, many a time be not quite in 
unifon with his feelingst for want of fufHcicnt leifure to ab- 
flraA Us attention from pre-occupationt, and to divert hii 
difceniiiig facultiei and judgment, to inveftigate with be- 
coming {pint, patience, and refolution, any concatenation 
«f ctrcumliances, to form jult views and right opinion of 
the fubjeS at iflue. Hie genius and morals of the timei, 
and Ae combinaeioiu of deceit, ofien pEaAifed to the pre' 
judice of religion, virtHe, and merit in life, unitedly 
pur to point out the political necetStyand wifdom, of tem' 
pering generoflty with caution in the probing of circum- 
fiances, in order to avoid impeaching one's own honour oi 
underftanding ; and from the given preraifes to form refo' 
lutionS) which will ever juflify him for having called them 
into life andaAion, in the opinion of his coantry and jult 
poflerity. 

But as there is implanted in the foul, an aAive principle 

and an Innate love of virtue and goodnefs, the fympathetic 

warmth and amiable difpofition, the dilintercAed condufl 

and enlightened piety of Ae charat^r inacceflible to envy, 

K and 
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and friendly to the caufe of viRue, religion, and learning, is 
warped by no party-politics and incapable of embracing 
opinioni from motives of intereft, or purpofes of ambition, but 
makes the confcience ofhis duty the fpring of hi« anions. 
For bia difceming judgment, parent fortitude, benevolence, 
and generoGty, will examine, with attention and impartiality, 
the motive, end, and defign of every adUon< application, or 
patriotic propofil ion, before he determines. As reafon and re- 
ligion, experience and example, will vlgoroudy prcft his ele- 
vated and fuperior mind to proteifb and cherilh every generous 
deGgn, virtuous refolulions, or any fuggeftions worthy of ob- 
fervation ; and as ability, in its every nature, implies duty, 
higher motives cannot be propofed to the promoter of good, 
and exemplar of virtue, than opportunities to call latent 
energies forth into life and aiftion, to the advancement of 
virtue, the improvement of morals, and the benefit of the 
fUte. 

I was heard to fay, a feleA number of men of rank and 
fortune, and other learned and eminent gentlemen, friendly 
to virtue, religion, and (he public Intereft, have, in Eng- 
land, formed [hemfelves into a Pkivate Socceti, for pro- 
teding and encouraging young men of talents, learning, 
and ingenuity, and of no fpecific private fortune, to com- 
plete iheir education and profecute iheir Audles. 

Though to be emulous to copy virtue, and to fecure the 
approbation of men of worth and honour, and to Hand 
fair in the public elleem, or to live honourably in the minds 
of pofterity, may be the nobleft of principles, and a mighty 
incentive to meritorious actions ; yet, upon a minute exami- 
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nation into the prevailing humor of the Age, one dlTccrns, 
that to poflcTs an undaunted refoluiion, topeifevere treading 
vritb firmnefs the path of virtue and honour, and a fpirit to 
fpeak with becoming confidence, in fpite of the frowns of 
fortune, or to poRefs the natural opcnnefi of foul, and gc- 
ncrofity of mind, to volunteer individual ferrice and felf- 
devotiMi (I mean the exertion of talents and abilities} to the 
intereft of religion, morality, and virtue, and a confcien- 
tious difcharge of focial and moral duties ; or out of a patriotic 
emulation, modeftly to difclofe to HONoua and to worth, 
temporary inconveniences; and, in virtuous affliA ions, to 
folicit the countenance and proteiflion of inen of rank and 
fortune, the muni&ccni patrons of letters, may, probably, 
inftead of making one's felf cflecmcd, fubjed hJm among 
the depraved and ceniurious, fura moment, to all themort!« 
fications which jealoufy and ignorance, envy and malice, 
may devife, and infliA on a delicate mind, in order to raife 
defpondency, and to deter the favourite child of nature from 
the nobler exertion of talents, for fear of being eclipfed by 
tiis fuccefs, and that be may attain to lionour, and to fortune, 
by the honourable ways which wifilom and integrity point 
out alone to genius, worth, and abilities to expatiate therein ; 
inorder, with fuperior aAivity, intelligence, firmnefs, and 
perfeverance in the ilTuc, to attain ihofe rewards and diftinc- 
lions alwayi open to fuperior worth, and to fuperior energies; 
and though, to every mind of aiutious and thoughtful ge- 
nius, the confideraiion that it will, fooner or later, be the 
inevitable lot of every member of fuciety to be called forth, 
to give account of their refpeifiive entruftcd talents, and to 
be weighed in the balance of equity, may, in ihefe days of 
light and liberty, appear a principle in itfelf fuflicicntly lively 



^yCOOglC 



68 

and aAive to roufe the attention of the moll carelefs prwftlTbf 
of Chriffianity to proper fenfe of duty, and to the praftice 
of morriity and virtue ; and, in comem plating the undoubted 
truths of God, and his immutable righteoufnefs, and that 
awful period^ when every fordid pleafure, and thoughtlefs 
jollity will grow in contempt with the gayeft votaries of 
prcfent pleafurts, to render the flower of years and abilities 
fubfervient to nothing but the purpctCss of wifdom, goodncfs, 
and aftive benevolence. 

' But, to the reproach of the public morals of the time9< 
the bent and genius of the world are, notwithlbmding, com- 
paratively fpeaking, drawn another way ; and the charaAert 
fcnilble of the duly he owes to Ged and man, and that may' 
t^ve the undaunted fpirit, refolution, and fortitude of mind 
to think for himfelf, and to advance the free rcfults of his 
own reafon and confcience- ; or to defend one's felf againlt 
fraud, treachery, and injuftice, and to turn the artillery of 
envy, malice, aitd^alumny, fo as to recoil againft any con- 
eealed affaflins that might have endeavoured to play it off^ 
againfl honour^ virtue, and innocence, Wilt be often obliged 
to Hand alone the objeft of envy and faifiious reproaches ; 
and to encounter, for a feafon, the fcofls- and frowns of the 
wicked and profane. By way of alleviation, it may be 
atledged, that fuch is the tribute which merit, in the com- 
mencement of its career, is generally obliged to pay to 
envy. But that charafter, confcious of his own innocence, 
virtue, integrity, and ability, is neither intimidated by 
threats of mean or defpicable adverfaries, nor lo be borne 
down by the itde of private oppreflions ; as his refolution* 
in the fleady Aipport of truth and religion, of loyahy and 
patriot ifm. 
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pBCrioitTni. are femiedontben>ckQfagei,«i>JconfiMpiaiidy 
nnyklifing : 

H Si fiaftui illAdur aft<j|, . - 



For to dare to think, and publicity of idcn, or ttie inm>* 
change of thoughtB and fentimAin, atv princtfto iiHerwo- 
vra in the heans of r«EE<BOEii BiiTOR«t mi m tb* A«r 

eicercife of rcafon and j adgatent, it not exduJtTely appKi^ 
priated, by God and nature, to any ftirUaged orden of 
mm, but Is, agreeably to the unernAg wifiloai of Provi- 
dence, and the genius of our civit coaflitutien) a fiel^ev«r 
open to the nobler fcope of talents and abilitieg; a>Q&- 
quenlly to advance femimenu, the fniit of experience and 
private judgments, or to bring fbrwaid ptopolitlona oQ tbe 
broad ground of juftice and national policy, -with due fub*. 
miffion to fuperion, with proper regard to the nature of 
the fubjeA, to the proTperlty of the ftate, and the vd&re 
»f fociety, is afting upon principlct, unnatural with reafoii 
and confcience, with tlie true fpirit of reUgicHi and phiiofo~ 
phy, and the genius of Britilh liberty. It is alfo cheerfiiUy 
embracing opportunities of virtue; and, under the potaAion 
of tile gracious Providence of Heaven, and tbe conftitutional 
principles of our political fyftem, vigoroufty treadii^ ihst 
noble traifl always open to genius, and to worth, and whic^, 
with becoming fpirit, and patience, with refolution and per- 
feverance, feldom fklls, in the ifliie, to lead to honour and to 
fame. 

But, to obey the calls of jujlice, the dilates of rcafon, or 

tlw feelings of aiftive benevolence, to aflcrt individual right, 

and witbltand lawlefs force of malice, inhuni»iity, or 

treachery, may, pnbably, carry in this palliating time an 

averting 
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arettin;«recii«DCei atu), Icoincide with the philoTopher, 
thai ii is a difficult matter to draw men, hy loarJs, frovi anci- 
ent an^invR«ri»«/r^'tM[tVff;andmylemi(Denisin thefequel 
of this letter, probaUy, may not be quite in unifon with the 
fact^^i.or, the prejifdicct and pre-occupations of the vo- 
t4f^ of. illnlivc plo^rea, ox of the depraved part of the 
miAttilje,. iBunerfed in inlblent cafe, or brutal ignorance. 
B|H I.fpettcto the GOMBiDBKiTK,and.iNTSLLicEHT, and 
Appeal, from ignorance and prejudice!, to the free mind 
and reafoiirof man; and ihe faculties which God has given 
me, I {hall, under hia benign Providence, endeavour, in 
fpite of " good report, or evil report," to hufbaiKl, as well 
ai my circumftancesand'&tuation in life will ever enable 
me, fubfervient to the interefti of my King and Country, 
and the caufe of religion and moral virtue. 



Adive exertiona may raife envy, and envy, detra^on ; 
but to fuffer, notwicbllandlng natural or acquired talents, 
or opportunitiet of doing good, to be obftru^d or Ihip- 
wreckcd by the guEt of tranfient pteafures, fupine negli- 
geiKC, or the fear to be expofed for a moment to the un- 
merited obloquy of mean or infuUing adverlaries, would be 
afling below the nature and dignity of man — indeed it 
would be the height of ingratitude and infincerity, the 
blackeft ii^redients in the human charaifler. As, to be 
bore hard upon ibr the moll patriotic or benevolent views, 
and generous exertions, has, unfortunately, often from a 
fpirit of falfe pride and envy, from barbarous ingratitude-, 
or the depravity of human nature, been the lot of the 
CKEATaiT and bist of men — a treatment which, compa- 
tible (rith the principles of humanity, jullice, and Ibund 
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policy, confequently, cotiTecrated SELr-DiriMCE, one of the 
firft laws of nature. For the intercfts of truth, jufticc, am) 
innocencci at veil as the deareft intereftt of private merit 
and vinue, unitedly tend, vith peculiar £>rce, to render 
the right' if felf-pTefiTvaikn, (a prmcipte which compre- 
bendt not only the interefts of the nfing generation, but of 
agei yet unborn), againft injuries, or any in£dions attacks 
of avowed or concealed enemies, whom envy and ma- 
lice may have clandeftincly armed to flab the chara^r and 
dearefi interel^s, indeed, of any one of his Majertt's loyal' 
and virtuous fubjeAs in the dark, and that in particular of 
any youth of merit and virtue, in affliAion, «hofe fortune 
and future profpeA in life, may confift alone in their edu- 
cation, charafler, virtue, talents, and laudable exertions, 
not only innocent, but manly, generous, and ihivitable. 

Influenced with thefe fentimenti and feelings, I humbly 
beg your permiflion, Sir, to combine, without defcending to 
minutenefs of detail, a few faAs and circumfiances, which 
influenced my conduA and afUons, gave birth to this 
letter, and charaAerized thefe my few years: and with 
confcientious regard to truth, juftice, and benevolence, I 
niall take the liberty alfo of interweaving, at the clofe of 
the portraiture, the free refults of my own-reafoniogsand 
obfervations on a propofed fubjeA, intimately conncAed' 
with the fundamental principles of our conftitudon, and the 
well-being of fociety. 

However grating it may be in feveril refpefls, to fenti- 

mentt of delicacy atid the natural difpofition of a ferious 

refle<fling mind, any way to delineate its own individual 

aAiona 
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a&imt, views, and ncitions, or any circumfiancet xnd laAa 
fonned upon its adopted tefolutioiu; and with whatever 
adroitncl^ or. nualig^aiu alSduity, a littlcnels of fplrit or 
tturatt|ng «wy ^qdi deCraAton, may induflrioully labour 
toiDiCrepiercnt lx\>eTal truths, patriotic [»:opofitioin, and 
fentinfsnts nf boooure, in order to coutitet^d the nobler 
exertion of t4tent>,aii4 to excite defponding languor, I 
appeal to the «s|periencei the feeling* and fcntimeatt of 
every B^tleman of* oblfrvacbn and independency of fpirit, 
attached to the caufe of literature^ fod tl^ welfare of his 
cowury and (ociety in general. 

For* agreeably to the genius and manners of the age, 
I am well aware that to defcend into a minute detail of pa- 
rentage, or family Infbnnation, and ingeniouHy to Intro- 
duce the general outlines, and full delineation of a fplendid 
efcutcheot^ might gratify little ambitious vajiity, and ex- 
clulively (cr^c, with fuperficial minds, the beft portraiture 
to trace individual worth, and, indeed, the only cognizances 
and, badges of birth, or antiquity of family, and confe- 
quetttl^ of that hi^ lenfe of honour, manly decif:on, 
fweetnefs of temper, noblenefs of mind, and, in ikon, of 
cYery virtuous quality that forms the accompUflied gentle- 
man, -or. ennobles the human charafler. But as I have, 
upon tlie prefent occafion, neither the teifure nor the genius 
to defcend into thofe mmitta, I fliall confequently wave all 
unnecellary preliminaries on that fubjeft-tnatter, and reft 
content in declaring that I am, by birth, a native of Car- 
dij^anfliire, and received my claflical education at Yftrad- 
neuiig, a reputable grammar fchool, in that pan of Wales. 
The 
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The youdiful p«Fia4i fromGn arCesea years of a(pe to 
fijKon, vbicb is rvdlowsd up in hjiog the CstuukttoR Cot 
the future fuperliniAure in a gramnur Icbool, and onij 
divided bec««enel>ffical puTfiiiit, aAive fports, and the ptr- 
fennaace of daUjr and weekly CKcrcifet, is, in general, of 
but one unifbnn tenor, and fJclSoia produces any iccideiut 
of fuf&cient brilliancv, to demand attention, or Dzcitc. 
muchcclat. But from fifteen up, where there it any precofity 
of niliwi and body, and nature put* on her manly attitudcf 
and gives vigour to exertions; poetry, hiflory, eloquence, 
and polite literature, then begin to diffjay their falcinating 
channs to the refledling Student, and the pFefagtiig period 
which gives colour to future life and aflions, is fail approach- 
ing and daily unfolds it&lf. 

At the general ufual period of life, and in Eafter'tenn, 
■yg6, I entered nyfelf of Jefu»-CoUcgit( Oson, ander 
die tuition of the Reverend Dr. Huorei. Sut previous ta 
my entrance, I had the honour of. being nominated to the 
Free Grammar School at Dolgelly, fi>r which I have, aaiong 
othen, offered myfelf a candidate, and fucceeded. 

My circumftances enabled me to engage a peifon conft- 
tently qualified to fuperintend the fchoolduting my occaConal 
abfences, and to carry forward my terms juft for two years 
regularly. But various unlbreleen incidents liaoe mtervened, 
wbidi have tot thefe two yean pafl kept me in embarndT- 
mentsof fortune, thu no e&irts or ceeoaomy of mine, have - 
hitherto fully enabledme to retrieve and fuimount them. Tbey . 
hive caufed a great chafm in my college education, con-' 
fiderably clogged my efiorts, and have, too, operated to the 
^ L prejudice 



5yGOC>^IC 



74 

prcjadiceof my pcrTonal intcrefts in various pointsoFvietf .' 
ind, in confequenec of various concurring circumfUnces, 
my fituaiioo is peculiarly delicate. My father is going dovia 
fall in the vale of years, his circumftances conliderably 
reduced, and his health greatly broke, and has too, bcGde 
me, other children to provide for; confequently, upon cool 
re6eftions, I cannot, with a free conlcience, look to him for 
any great pecuniary aid to profecute my college education 
and (tudies. As my other brothers equally claim his atten- 
tion, and my expeftlng it, (circumftarces confidered,) would 
rather argue inattention to the fuggeltions of nature, and the 
plain principles of reafon. 

With regard to the pecuniary, interelts of my fituation, it 
brings me in an income of about 6ol. a year, a fum more 
than adequate to cover my f-encral expences of living, had 
my education been completed. But, nolwithAanding it is a 
fituation of but little fervicc to promote my education, and 
the principal defign of my ftudies, it utterly deprives rae 
of the means and liberty to profecute my views, and to finifli 
my terms at college, in order to put myfelf in the way of 
preferment, and ultimately to accomplilh the literary objetfis 
I have in view. 

My fteady adherence to the general inlerefts of the fituation, 
and my honeftexertionsto remove from the wayevery meaner 
obftacle in the attainment of that obje^, have, fromafpirit 
of envy, fpleen, and mahce, raifed me here a few very unge- 
nerous enemies. Becaufe, on my fucceeding, the general 
interefts of the fchool were, from want of Qiirit, and proper 
interference, in a moit ianguiftiitig ftaie, and that from a 
cuflom 
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cullom arbitnriljr adopted, an^ purfued for a {eiies of yean 
back, to give the fchool to the fuccdSve officiating curate, 
who, from the extent of the parifh, and the great weight of 
itsparoclual and officiating duties, mult have ever found full 
cinployment in the bare difcharge of the great duties attached 
to that fituation, was alfb conditionally engaged to have the 
management of the fchool, as pecuniary confideraiion to 
make his lalary decent, and thereby, as means to enrich, in 
fome meafure, the ptirfe of the reiflor. The cuAomhad pre~ 
Tiou fly attained fome afcendency; and habits gained, by 
perverfion of nieans, ar? not- fa eafily refuedied as may be 
firilL 



As BO properplan had been propofed or effcifted, to pw 
motethefchool's advantages, I forbore my felf for a time, in 
earneft expe^tion of its coming from another quarter, any 
way to fpcak relative to the improvements wanting at the 
fchool. When I faw my expe£taiioti3 were quite fruttlefs, 
flndjiot the leaft fymptoms of a defign to propofe the ira- 
fvovements, I then made propolals t» Mr. Hughesi the 
ze&oi of the pariflt, and repeatedly expatiated on the great 
jiecefllty of carrying them into efk&, as well as on 
the praAical good which would immediately foUpw fuch 
an improvement. But my having, from the purelt 
motives, and moll diCnterefted views, prapofed the im- 
provements decidedly wanted, and which have been wan- 
tonly neglefted, and my having taken an aftive iote- 
reiting part (as may be panly collet^d from my letters 
to the Bilhop) to bring the plan^ of improvement to bear, 
and to profecute my education and ftudies, have, from 
frlifh views, and a fpirit of thwarting envy, roufed the 
oppofitioni 
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eppofidoD, and rcartQous inrentivn of a few pcrfons, Who, 
iirain vinue of the truft Tepofed in one, I nean the reAor of 
the parlfh, and from the general interella of the ttmn and 
fteighbouring country, and the geoerofity of the plan, AKwId, 
at leafl, be vann abettors of iinprDvenKnu fo truly nCCef- 
ftry, and propoled to attain fo laudable an end. 

Had my viewi and exertions been only fubfetrient to pt»- 
inote any lelfifh endi and inurefts of my own, feparate 
ftort thatoftbefchool, fome pretexts might then be afCgned 
to juttify oppoGtloD, and to alleviate the guilt of ill-t^ea^ 
ment and breach of iruA. But for aAivity and difititerefl- 
ednefs, I furred obliquy, and, inAead of piotcAors, I found 
oppreflbrs. My fentiments were wilfully diHorted, and ina 
place where things muft gire way tofome petty p«flkins,an<l 
^rtieular interefti, or to the arbitrary notions f»f ignorant ca- 
weak and prejudiced minds, or where the whim and caprice 
tif fortune, arc taken for the criterion of i*ifdom and merit, 
individual eflbrts to promote genetd adrantage«, can do but 
tittle : and what encouragement, juftice, or liberality can 
be ntpcOed from individuals of fucha caftof mind, requires 
neither great tiigacity, nor a great depth of judg;ment to 
Calculate. 

To urge ptopofed imptiivements, even of public utility, into 
efiefl by force of law, Is adopting a line of conduA the 
feall congenial, if it can be pollibly avoided, with the difpo- 
£tion of any perfon of reHeflion and ftudipus call of mind, 
6t at leaft it is what the natural dlfpolition of my mind 
highly deprecates. 
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But inlleid of laaklng repatsiiom fer the ICjiiries doDe* « 
Ijoe of cwdua was adopted in abfblute ot»|>efition tw tht 
general good and ends propdod. Being mylelf literally 
but a youth, little hackneyed in the ways and turnings of 
life, or acquainted with the natural propenStm, the mtn- 
nen and cuftoms of the chlraAera I had to dexl mdt, I 
thou^t it, when they could Rot help appFfrring die end to 
winch my views and exerUont were dtrefted, a Arange and 
very odd way of aCHng, aAd became rather impatient M 
carry them into efieA. As the adrantages were utilverfklly 
tecogtiieedi and It being ia obviotifly plain, that ihtt 
efpoofing a pkn of fucfa decided utility, could not, from it4 
cogent DiotiTCt, fidl in doing honoor to the feelings and 
judgment of the perfont any way concerned in die truft, or 
in pioTing betteficial to the mutual intcrefts of the town 
and neighbourhood, and confequendy of die mailer. Indeed, 
I long flattered niyfelf in the ideas of enfuring gradually 
adequate fopport and encouragement, to carry the plan 
vigoroufly into execution. But wheti I repeatedly marled, 
notwithftanding the ftrong, fotemn, and indifpenfible obli- 
gations tiiB reftor of the paiifli ia particular was under, both 
from conduA and afliotu, that all was evadonand.decep- 
Uon, or at leaft tricks of art to bribe delay, and by a com- 
bination of iltufions and deceit to keep me in obeyancc ; and 
uAdei theft pitiable corerts dtlccmed the leaven of envy and 
malice fecMdy wotfUngi and that nothing was more -watched 
than opportunidei M decry my exettions, merely for my 
if^icatioa and pet^cvet^tKe, and to mirreprefent my cha* 
rafter; 1 then, becaufe I conceived it a duty arifing from my 
filuation, flaied maiten at large to the BUhop of Bangor, 
who, fificc my firH recommendation to his Lordihip, always 
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in his deportment, aAd towards me with ctyilit;- Ufd polite- 
nelStandhaBbadnofubfcquent cauTeorKafoA toi«iii till- 
ferent opinion of oly charaAer. , < ' 

But br fear my veracity, or Gngle teftimony (at totat 
g^ukmea ai^i ^kfrM their enmity, noife and bulUe, 
reluft»atty reduced to the dilemma of Riling th; merita of 
their cafe apan that fingle maxim in the law — "turn Met 
fgi ufiii in pnfriajtta cluifi}, may lie fuTpefled, in confc- 
quence of the wealcocft and inconfiltetKy, of the dandeftine 
praAiii»s and contradifHona, the diffimulatjon agd injullice 
difpkyed by the acceflDiip, «ikI .engines concetncd in 
the myftery of the defign ta libel .my chan^Acr, «n4 
to mifreprefent my principles and a^tioni to my King 
and my Country, and their {ubfcquent attempts, upon 
inability to complete their dark defigning views, to 
throw a milt over the whole a&ir, by the undue influence 
and infidious endeavours exerted to fecure bade the dif- 
graceful documents mallcioufly drawn up and clandef* 
tinely circulated to eSefl, the purpofe pf their anxious hopes, 
and to er^c th; bafenefs of the attempts from ftaoding 
records; and, in confequencc of the language, and infinua- 
(tons indireflly li?ld out by fome charaAcra, with a leeming 
fecret. fatisfaiflion and view to jultify colluiion, to check 
literary ardour and generous emulation, and, by atacitconv- 
praniie, to injure the Jacred principles of law and jultice. 
I hc4>e, in further proof and illuftration. of the ia£tA and cir- 
cumftances) explicitly conveyed in the above. fpecified, and 
other paragraphs ; and for a memtnia of hit Lar^f's Jieadi- 
ne/f of charaller, andjincerl^ of friend/hip-, my fixing upon' 
•ne, among others o( the letten I received of the: Right 
Reveretjd 
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RfcvcrenJ Dr. Warren, as it contains a dacuiuetn pertaining 
to the benefaflion given by the Reverend J. TambcrUne, 
late reflor of the paiifh, to augment the falary of Dolgelly 
Graminar School, and its infertion in this place, can neither 
be considered by any police confideratc gentleman, the leafl 
infriogeroent on the laws of honour, nor of that good £aith« 
and fair conduA, wliich ibrm the baCs of moral a^ons, 
and which fhould ever invariably fubfiH between man and 
man in civil fociety. 

" Great Geargi-Siriei, Augufi 17, 1796. 



" I HAVE received your letter of the 12th, 
' and have enclofed a draught for nine pounds, payable 10 
' you, or order, at one month, on my banker, and any 
' friend of yours, or trade&nan will, on your indorfing 
' it, pay you the value of it. TJiis money is for two half 
' years dividends, one of which became due on the ^th of 
' January, and the other on the 5th of July lafl: ; and the 
' receipt to me mull run in the following turn — viz.— 

" Received on the day of , 1796, ofcheBifhop 

■' of Bangor, the fum of nine pounds, being for two divi- 
* dends, to the ^th of July laft, on the capital Turn of 300I. 
" in the 3 per cent, confolidated annuities, and Handing in 
" the names of the Caid Lord Bifliop, the Dean of Bangor, 
" and the ReAoroFDolgelley, and is the benefa<f)ion fettled 
" on the School-Mafter of Dolgelley, by the Revd. Mr. 
" John Tainberlane, late Reftor of Dolgelley, aforefaJd. 
■• If 
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" If you wifli to receive this money htlf-ysarty, forth* 
*' future, I will remit it to you as tt becomes du*. 

" I am glad to hear from Mr. Parry, that you are dili* 
" gent and attentive in the bufincfs of the fchool, and, 
" hoping you will continue to be foi I am, with my belt 
" wiihcs, " Sir. 

" Your raoft obedient 

" And humble Servant, 

" JOHN BANGOR." 

As the cares and duties of the fchool were generoufly en- 
trulted me at fo early a period in life, I was, out of gratitude- 
and duty, determined no efibrts of mine fhould be ever fpared 
to promote its advantages, and eftabljfh its repute. I fidl ex- 
pend Mr. Hughes, a native too, of the neighbourhood, 
who, on the late incumbent's deceafe, fucceeded to the 
reflory of Dolgelly, very foon after my fuccecdjng to the 
. fchool ; and who, confequently, as being reiflor of the pa- 
rilh, ia, by the founder's will, the principal, and in fi&, at 
prefent, the only aiflitig truftee of the fchool, would certainly 
have feconded my exertions in the attainment of fo delirable 
an end, or at leaft would have paid due regard to every 
thing that might have been propofed or fuggefted for 
that purpofe. 

I paffively waited for two years or more in hopes the reflor 
would, of his own accord, take an interelling part with me. 
But, after repeated fuggeftions, when I clearly faw my ex- 
peflations andconciliatory mcafures were abufed, and gene- 
roficy conRrued into weaknefs, and difcerned, as I obferved 
above. 
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above, foine uageBeroiu atumpu, {tcretiy taken In the moft 
unwarrantable manner, to cauimra.H my exertiMii, I vnMc 
the two fitft preceding lettera to the Biihop, who is, in pan, 
eoncerned in the trufl> My npre&nting the inatteri to the 
fiifhop, fo enraged Mr. Hvattia and hit joint'friends, and, 
out of abfurd motives of revenge, inftigated them to the 
adoptian of meafures with the fecret view of injuring ne, 
which, at a man, I am forry muft ever diihonour the le&ar, 
for hb fruitlefs ill-wiil and colfulive behaviour, and hN 
fartizaw, and fink them in the efteem of every gentleman 
of bonouTi iotegriCy, diliDteKficdnefi, and of any feeling 
and bumankjr. 

TliDu^ beif% prevbufly well aware of many invidioui 
defpiciJiEe attempts to injure roe in private ways, but from 
the uprightnefi of my views, and the honefiy of my inten- 
lioni. I yet never dreamed that any premeditated dtfigns 
of fuch guilt, of fuch mifchief, and of fuch malice, could 
ever enter into the mind of man, or any Cet of men, aa to 
attempt flabbing my character and dearcft interefts, in the 
dark, nitbout the leall umbrage and plea of reafon. But, 
however, in the courfe of lanfpring, 1 was confidentially 
tnibrmcd, from a refpcAablc authority, that there was a 
party -contrivance fecreily formed to Injure me ; as the fug- 
gefiion had to powerful prcfumptive proof of truth and 
reality, I thought it, in fome refpcOs my duty, filently to 
trace their ihoughtt and defigm in the operation of the con- 
certcd Icheme— a Ichemc, in its very tendency and objeQ, 
nothing fiiort, nor of any other dye, {ave to reprelcnt mt 
to my King and my Country, and the Britiflt Govemmeot, 
39 an impoAor, a fceptic, and a jacobin in maDjucrade, in 
M order. 
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biiet, by tbeir fubtlc fUa of operaliont, and ftn enforced 
interpretation of lawi as well as by the incongruous heap of 
nonfenfe and fabricated circumftances, .which their ridicu' 
lous malice and confident falfehoods, invented and propa;* 
gated to difconcert my plan of Audies, and arreft my fuc- 
cefsinlife; and, in hopes to fecure, as their arbitrary tem- 
per and arrogant meannefs, induced them to imagine my 
exclufion, by- expedients to daftardly mean, frem college, 
and to exterminate me at one blow ! I! 

Indeed, previous to any admonitory hints, I had fufficient 
private reafons to conclude that a few agitators were per- 
fidioufly mean enough to praflice, in the dark, every dc- 
figning art, cunning, and fubtUiy they were mailer of, to 
blow up the coals, in order to involve others in the dif' 
grace of becoming principals and accomplices to a mif- 
demeanor, which, in point of guilt, in point of miTchieff 
rendered them, and every mifcreant concerned, objeds 
highly defcrving of the utmoft feveriiy of the law. Their 
defpoiic meannefs, and impotent efforts to injure me, I 
never pretended to know, and always treated them will) 
filent pity and contempt. But to invdligaie, in this place, a 
collufion which might have originally fnbfifted, and any 
fecret connivance and dark defigns to Injure me, or to 
make any remarks on fuhfequent meafures, to confign cor- 
roborating fafts and circumftances in obfcurity and obli- 
vion, ate dlfcuffions I ftiall now forbear entering into the 
merits of. For be it fufficlent to obferte, for the prefent, 
that the fubjefl at ilTue is, to the fliante and forrow of feme, 
and the contempt and indignaat feelings of others, frefh in 
memory, and a fitter ohjefl for te^l pivcefs, and to be 
inveltigaied 
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Juftice, in a court of Judicature. I flull neither mifpend 
■ly friends' time, nor raiic your virtuous feelings, Sir, in 
the particularizing. 

But the combination of a party with every minutenefa of 
detail, becaufe the produ<5t and emanations of minds, regu- 
lated by ignoble paflions, that, inlleadof conforming their 
will to principles, can, in dire:5l violation of jnftice, right, 
and benevolence, wilfully prevaticate any part of religious, 
moral, and focial duties, or viakte ihofe facred ties which 
cement fociecy, arc not worthy to he reiterated, and can be 
partly anticipated by every refieffing gentleman tliat atten- 
tively ftudies the operations of tature, and the great vo- 
lume of human life. It is fufficiently humiliating to fay, 
I was difappointed in the opinions I may have firll formed 
of the charafters I unfortunately had to aft and reafon with, 
in my endeavours to carry my good intentions into eficA. 
I fay unfortunately, becaufe when I faw, in my (Iraitnefs 
<^ circumftances and dolorous moments, after Ihadprac- 
tlfed conceffiona even at the expence of my individual inte- 
refts, a party contrivance and profeflions, which fliould 
have entitled perfons to truft and confidence, and to every- 
thing lacred and dear to the chan&er, the interefts, and the 
feelings of man, brought to dilh«nour, by being made, is 
conjequenee of the malice and revenge of a few faAioui 
agitatois, fubfervient to defeat the ends of juftice and mo- 
deration, and to violate the laws of God and man ; and, 
perceiving that the agents concerned to obftruifl my pro- 
grefs, having the linlentfs not only to attempt at mor- 
tifying, but wickedly to site m pt, unier the dint of falfe 
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friti^f, to A*ti my charaAcr <nd ieux& ioterefis in tbe 
iadc, the mnced feii£atiotis I then bejaa to f«el upcHi tha 
developement of their Tiews, their frauds and impofitioni, 
may be more eafily imagined than expreffed. 

The contcmplatiannu, indeed, wounding: unprovided, 
in the niidlt of ray acadeoiical education and lludics, awl 
without any Qiecific pnraie fortune, my Utoatioc, as may 
be imagjnej, was truly critical, and profpeif): at tbe mo- 
ment, equally deTponding. Indeed I felt for human nature 
in gcneralt and for every jpaeiaus charaifter, in llraitneis 
of drcumftancci, oi uncertainty of feitune, p>&S«d oS 
any fpiritcd a^vity to ncercife hU ttaiaa and &cultiei, in 
favour of his King and Country, and the inurefis of fbdety 
in particular. 

But oat of implicit deference, and veneration to the ch»- 
rafiDra of a wobthk kw, and fram an einuloua wiAi t« 
pKferve faimeb and teinpar, aad good uodcrAAnding, t 
mwuned Slcnt, nilbout; making any manntv of caMpkin^ 
and in that interval of Ulence, tho mifgtuded conduA and 
a&om of a few individuak of the place, g«ve fufficioK 
ioleta foMi into their private viewi and dcGfrni, and juftified' 
opinions I pevioufly formed in my own mmd. Though my 
ialereft* were nagjefted and paticsee abu£tdt to court 
meannefs I fcomcd i and, Klyjnf^ on my own vatne, Iwti- 
tude and integrity, 1 preferred, hanaafe' I WM conlciouiof 
hkvnig alwayt diliilRyed ewry gcncront ootxsKon, and 
oUcquioua polilcnclj io iny aAioiB, and of httvtng bom 
equally Itudious to keep thai pMwvtioaaty mudm, qvah 
i>iu SI axxa ^saBuiT, iBvieirt to jvnft mraltefittm, 
and 
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and to regulate my conditA< ^pnlmg to the |Mi1>lic judg- 
hmm ttt my country, and tbe proteAion of tbs laws, bifbt* 
I (hould ever, fron defpoitding weakiwfi, wound my con- 
fcience or taraifli my charaftcr, in fufering myfelf, out of 
blind coraptUncc and abjeA fubnntBon, ignominioally to 
fwerve from liw lise of TcAilude, and imperious boTe 
«f duty. 

RegvdUTs of &own» and menaces, I canftt^uently kept 
a watchful and ll««dy eye upon the ccdlufioia and Gecm 
manaeuvres of my adverbrin, and time gradually enabled 
me to pcicrive, firom the pFOgicA of tbe machination, how 
true the admonitory bints ware, and ftady, to difoehi in my 
own. mind, tb« extent of the vitws fecmly formed. Then, 
as I vm conlciout of having ever aAed upon upright and 
difinterefted principles, and that my wifhes and endsaroura 
tenmnated in no tiher ambttien, £iv« to improve tbe gene- 
xal inlcrelb of my HtuaiiMi,. to' proiceute my ftudieat and' 
to be aAively emfloyed in doing adl tbe good I poffibly 
could in my generaiioii ; trudi, honour, andjuftice, Impe- 
rioully called upon me to vindicate my chancer, and to 
expofe mifdemeanort commiuad iw the bafeft purpofs. It 
was not the influence of a mere paint of homw that placed 
me under the difa)p«eable oeceOlty of adopting the expedi- 
OQcy, but my dearell intcrefta and profpeA in life were at 
Sake ; and I CDofequently. wrote the laft preceding letter,. ' 
(wbioh give* Ibmc ideas of my fludies, and the litsrsry de- 
figOB ufon wlueb my mihd was ocdalionally, as my iitnrary 
leifun would admit, employed in iketchins out the ;;ene- 
ral oucli|ic4 thereof^ and which Ihare refolTcdand pledged 
myboaouii and repuution to carry, if Ilivc, ituo execution). 
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ta the Blflutp, nho, by the very dim of mifreprefeniaiion 
wad anigces, or fomc mouvci equally inglorious, had been 
nearly, or rattier decidedly, fet againft me. 

Upon the reprefenution made me by a few friends, who 
wi&ed well to my interefis, I gradually faw into the fecret 
defign forming againft me, and the manner his Lordfliip, 
from want of proper enquiry, gave it connivance. Cir- 
cumlUnccs then, fmm a principle of felf-dcfence, obliged 
SK to adopt a fpirited line of condu<fl to enervate the force oP 
their malice, to expofe their fcandalous fklfities, and difcon- 
cert their wicked, fordid, and mercenary fcheme. From the 
opinion linvariably entertained of the reverend, the prin- 
cipal, and follows of Jcfua College, Oxon, I reft in confi- 
dence the infidious endeavours of aity concealed canfyiratan, 
ta undo me there, and to involve them in afh of injuf- 
tice, and in their conCeijuent contempt and dtfgrace, would 
meet with the treatment which the. crime of the attempts 
deferved ; and, indeed, it is with gratitude, I avail tnyfelf 
of this, opportunity, ingenuoufly to declare, that their firm- 
neft and conduifl, when their virtue, honour, and integrity) 
were put to the teft, juftified my opinions. 

For the honour of religion and humanity, it were to 
have been wifhed, the Right Revd. Dr. Warkbn, had 
the decifion, virtue, and gen^rofity of mind, to fliew the 
ooncealed defign, the fame naikt of difpleafure and repro- 
bation in its embryo ; but antecedent circumftances, fea- 
fonably forved to explain, what trufl, and what confidence 
virtuous exertions, in trying circumftances, might fecurely 
place upon tliat Ihfet of anchor ; and how far hit Lordfltlp's 
deponmenC, 
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MepDitnent, juftice or Ubeiality tovardt me, in my deepdE 
fcenn of afflifiion, merits either public efteem or vetMra- 
tion, I letve my friends, and every gentleman acquainted 
vhhthe iniquitous myftery, to judge and detennine. 

But whatever weight or undue influence, the finefles and 
ftratagems of the cmceaitd agailmn, (for I fliall not dwelt 
on particulars), might have had, previous to the fcheme 
fecretly projefted, being defined and properly underftood, 
with the Bifliop, or other refpeflable charaflers; hisLordfhip,. 
however, has had the difcemment, upon full developement 
of circumKances, and upon feeing the wrongs and injuries 
defignedto be wreaked upon my head, over-ruled and the 
Injufticc fupprefled,* and that by the difinierefled intcrpo- 

• If I lepofed Lmfl and confidence in chataflers who f»lthle{0r defcned 
me. In mjt diKcultiei ind aSi^iDni, tkere were olbni of fupnioi de- 
ferti inil fupetior vinusj, but whofe dipiiSed perfoii>i;e, esalted wait 
iTii delicacy, pieveni me now doing myfelf the honour of namins, 
who. from principle of uncoimpled integrity, and feoGbililjr of ihett 
du'r >° Co<l '>"I II'"- '"^f unbiiflied panialitf, and public benevolence, 
(eneiDuHy pmtefied my innocence, anil iii9giuuii[iK)ull)r efpoufed mf 
Inlerefl), Ihaugh unknawlnglT tarns, igiluilihe fublle aiti. tyranny, and 
oppiellion of mj CiKcaUd ad-uirja'if I. An aSion, whatever my fitualloa 
Di circumOancei in life may U, I hope my condtid will be ever invari- 
ably direded. in one uniform upright tenor, to render myfelf defervlDg 
«f, and, according to my eapacliiej, to rstum my Eiicere acknowleilEnier.i 
yiiri and I wlOi my power wa> but equal to my will, toexprcfimy feelingi 
ind (latitude foi fuch u adof jutticCt liberriity, and uprighiDefi of 
conduS. Bttl nothing I can (ay can add luy thitig to the maguaiimUy, 
Wifilom, and candour, whicli lafflied it i and m afiion fpringing 
from fuch a principle, and nobleoefi of foul, carriei with it ill own 
reward, and enhancei the chitmi of virtu*. 

" Cniei perfolvjre dignai 

" Non opii efl noflnt. 

" Dl (VoiTSj pTBDiii dl|na fenut.' 
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£tioii ftf a tiobic nugBWunity, Uonour and viftor, mi 
ia a manwr, and fn>m a quarter little eupcOed, to kt £a- 
tfier veto nuuen, and lamented in private the attaa|>ts made 
to carry &> fczudfiil and iniquitoui a fcfanoc into eiecution. 
But, at the fame time, wiChing to fmother, by tacit compro- 
mife, and to bury In oblivion fe notorious and flagrant an 
attempt, which, if publicly developed, would difgrace its 
agents, and a few other individuals collaterally connected ; 
and, in confequence of the line of conduifl his Lotdfliip 
adopted In the fubjeA at iflue, fecretly fearing an aiftion 
might be filed, general fcrutlny made, and that ft> high a 
tsifdemeanor, which if once made a legal point of, and 
brought before a court of judicature, could neither pdli- 
bly elude the juRice of our country, nor -avoid being 
treated in an exemplary manner. The Bilbop and others 
wiflied to decline giving up documents, which, in the iffue, 
might impeach their own charaifler, and which they might 
naturally know, might have been in fome meafurs indif- 
pcpfibly raquifite to conilitute legal evidence. 

Many ot my friend*, acquaintances, and relations, when 
tlie BlAiop, and others, from their adopted line of conduft, 
difplayed wiihes to avoid either giving Caiisfaifiory explana- 
tion, or delivering up documents, repeatedly and urgently 
requefted me to have a hundred or two copies of the letters, 
with marginal notes, and a concUe prelimuiary difcourfe 
prefised, by way of preface, immadiaicly printed off, in 
order, by the publicity ef my real genuine fentiments of 
fafls and circumflances, to expofe the mirrepreTentatlons and 
unlawful means of any conetaJti affailanu, by daring them 
Vt the left, in giving a faithful hiftory of the whole rraniac- 
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from being involved, by indifcriminately giving vay to any 
loiftaken remarlci, and firaudful dfona ef a Jefigning fmi, 
nho mighc have conibined in obfcurity nith as much imagi' 
nary adroitnefs and cunning, aa if an oath of fecrecy had 
been mutually taken, and to prevetu charaAers I refpefl and 
honour, and whom ihey tnGdioufly endeavoured to prejudice 
by treachery, and to play off againft me, irom being mifled 
by fraud and collulion, and conlequently of becoming, from 
want of enquiry, and ignorance of circumllances, unknow- 
ingly the accomplices of their own difgrace, which folici- 
tationi, as beiilg too fo powerfully feconded by the united 
fu&age of every gentleman of honour, integrity, and pub- 
lic fpirit, as well as by a jud fenfe of duty, and of juflice 
to the public interefls of the community, and to my own 
individual chara^r, \ certainly would then, without any 
heficatbn, bad it not been out of gratitude to the Bifhop, 
the mode hii Lordlhip was conneflcd with the fubje(fl at iJTue, 
as wellas out of deference and veneration to a few charaiflers 
belide, and for the general complexion of the times, have 
immediately complied with. As it would have been nothing 
more than what the interells of truth, and the feelings of a. 
confcieus reftiiude of condu£l exacted, and religious candour 
countenanced. 

Becaufe, from gro& mlfconceptions, an original excefs o£ 
ignorance, an air of defpotifm, and extravagant prefumption 
on power, (for the veftiges of the bruul Ignorance, and 
barbarity ofthe feudal or gothic times, have not been totally' 
effiued in all the recefles of Wales), a few individuals here 
feenwd, from their f^ptomt, willing enough, had they 
N teen 
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beni embled to accgmpliih tl)cir niOtftt lowork mjr ruin lit 
fecret, and to fecrifice m? a vidtlin to their gr»undleft j»>- 
Joufiei, petty accommodation, and low refeatinent; but 
wiOied, that neither my dUEculticsandfu&ringmisfartuDcs, 
nor the real objtA of my wiihes (hpuld be b»rd, pr that 
their oppreRive views and lecrei ttefigna Should be develope<l 
10 the world. 

Upcm (haping all the drcumltencCT in my mind, I then, 
in confcquence of tla fplecn, envy, and malice of a ffcw, 
figured myfelf, for tny good wifhea and exerticHts, fleering 
between Sty/la and CharyiJti, and from tlieir unmerited 
obliquy and grofs mlfreprefentations, found myfelf afhially 
placed in that pofition, which prefcribed (there being then no 
medium} the alternative, either by obfeguious filence, inde- 
cifion and apathy to commit my own fafety, difcemment, and 
judgment, or to unmab with becoming firmnefs and refblu- 
tion, a combination formed in obfcudty, with the intention 
of involving others in difgrace, contempt, and ignominy, 
and ultimately, had they been enabled to accomplilh it in 
filence and fecrecy, to bring ruin upon me. But, buoyed 
up with truth and fincerity, and the feelings of confcious 
innocence, and faithful to the principle of juRiGable perfe- 
verance, I adopted the meafures which duty, as well as juf- 
lice prefcribed ; and the miftaken notions, and (ecrct plea- 
fures they may have once projeded on fo unchrjilian an 
attempt, animated my exertions, fixed my rcfolves, and paved 
the way to an event direiflly contrary to the end propofei 

The coAtner* ifier all hii frultiefe emieavoun and tzeur- 
fions, udhts^ffrfi;;fMf fetingtlK; Brpre difittipamKd to diiir 
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r'u^St and that the anful tJefignV wickedly preiqediuted to 
itijure tnci were quite dtfcoDccned and antiihilat«d, atid 
themfelves thereby only confuted with iecrct flume — but to 
«tqj«Aent.ivy difcDung^mcnts, and to wound my feelhigs, 
as they hoped* foroc way or other 

< . , " uit'oiMetV tftni 

*' JtoHdatur, inJUiui mHupu ItBafanm" — 
the r«{burce of forming a party was deemed neither ii1e>t>£- 
4ient, nor inadvifable means, in order, through the tfrgaA 
ind cabala of a pariyi to render my efforts, in fcVming a 
ichool abortive, in hopes, by lecret artifices, gradually to 
wear out my refblutions, and fliut me out from the road ta 
fuccefs, to draw oflT niy attention from my fludies, and ei- 
tinguifli my fpirilt, to Cnk me down (6 a fettled life It) die 
obfcuriiiesQf Wales, and to a fituation, whieh would lnc&- 
paciute me to profecute my fiudtes to any advanuge, ahd 
«ver to acc«dpliih my literary defigns. 

If my perional fenunc had been adequMe w lay college 
«xpenccs, 4r had my college education been coiHtdeted, 
their artifice* could not inany fliape havi doni nie any confi- 
derable injuries. As my aAioni have been condtiAed on n» 
crooked principles, my views being upright, and my general 
line of coaduifl, I fain perfuade myleUj fuch as Will erer 
fecure me the cfteent of the good and virtuous. But, being 
in the midft of my univcrfity-education, and having only 
my own charafler, reputation, and Iblltary exertiont to finilh- 
it, and to undergo the exp^ncris of profccuting myflutHes, 
their artful and wicked defigns have, in many inftanees, 
^onfiderably injured me. But in fpite 4f their enmity, their' 
oppt^te' 
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sppoGte views, wd impreflioiis, not all tHrir fubterftigtfg, 
iniinuationE, and cunning, I hope, triUever difpiritmetU 
a loyal, and peaceful fubjeAi from purfuing invariably the 
objeA of my wUbes, or from doing all the good I pof&bly 
tan in my generation. For my integrity, and the uprighl- 
nefs of my viewaand iniflntionc,' have buoyed up mjr fpirits 
under my fevereft triali; and I hope God will grant me 
length of days to feemyfrlf triumphing over tbofe who have 
16 ungenerouily endeavoured to injure me, to obftruA my 
progiefs, and to fetter me down in my fludies, and will 
eijually grant them time to fe^ their error and high mifde- 
t upon that end, in a proper point of view. 



The flufUng expedient* 1 have feen often lecietly formed 
for the fole purpofe of benumbing my zeal, to impofe upon 
my underfUnding, to fill my foul with defpatr, and to deprive 
me of the ftrength and vigour requifitc to profecute my 
ftudiei, and to combat the difBculties of fortune, have indeed 
put my feelings to fome of the fevereft trials. But chrillian 
charity difpofes me to forgive them, and their impoltures and 
vhole lilTues of mifreprefenucions certainly delerved no 
other notice, but to be pitied and defpifcd. Probably in fome 
nfpe^ it might have been more politic, or'npagnanimous, 
had it not been for the atrocity of the attempts to injure me, 
my unprovided lituatbn, and the interefls of truth, and the 
ftudies I have embarked in, to Ijave palTed them pver unno- 
ticed, without pretending any knowledge thereof : as in a 
Chrillian and moral point of view, ^e moft philofophical prin- 
ciple* a young man may polTibly aft upon, in order the mbfi 
effeAually to overcome and refent the evils and injuries 
of peribnal enemies, and to be able to look down upon 
them 
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dmn with « dignified coiDpIacaxy, U, hy t-^jtanait fat* 
betring and exemplary tmntien, % windiiig uponc'i dayi 
in meritorious ^«y, ia «Aiv« ftodiei, afii of huMoltyt 
jtnd doing good. And » I hare niadei in fpite of oppoStr 
viewi and menacei, . a. confciemious dUUiaige «f dutiqit *nd 
moral oUigationg^ tbe principal point of my condu^l, and 
the rule of my aftions, their nidc attaclu of detraQicuii 
iht^tnjuriei and aflronts, I fliaUevcr, fin-.myovQ.pani 
treat mth beeoming pity and contempt, and leave ihnr agenti 
to die puniAimem (^ the fcaicber of all beaits, and their 
accufin g confcienee : 



"Pn Milin mfit ' ■ 

The inwud Jatis&^tion of having never incurred the 
confciournels of any' merited blame, and the oppreHed, the 
^juriout, and unworthy treatment I nave through the 
cabals, the perCecutitig enmity, and miltaken retnarks of « 
few, received of late, were, iudeed, more than fufficient to 
XOV& the feelings and nature of any upright young man, 
even of the mofl generous bearing and firmnefs of mind. 
But, regardleb of any frowns, and determined to perfevere, 
in the path of duty* I have, however, done in my ftatioot 
(though my defign has not been brought to perfeAion,) all 
that I poffihiy could, !n an honourable way, or chat 1 thoughl 
in confcienee to be my duty: and in fpite of their counter- 
action, or cfibrts to injure me, I now fit down in the peaceful 
enjoyment of a free confcienee. Neither Aiall I ever Qirink 
from 
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tf taf ynjfa&l cbanAH:; , bot avtr dnatl U^ VK'g^ 4X1(1 
jildkkM dddlutfKoj Ac nicsft konqurf ti^ »^ inflexibk 
«ifM> add iattgrhj,. tar cv«r fctr IcAng th« umud V^4< 
trtfMfl' o^ et«i7 gMllmui of v\Wa, reBpaa, and qmkV 

tialim ^ JuAkflr «f iW feelings of ■■noenn and biftripg 
•nfeftimrtW. Pw, fappohed'Otly by ll>f InvoccRu sgnqff 

muitiiit, and bffving no fllwU bUt my ova rinue, ^r 
titude and facultica, to vindicate my cluia^iBr and my- 
honour, againll the fhafti of calumny, and, in my moft 
doloroui momenta, to maifitaia ny gnunj^.ip pppofition to 
the united effbna of envy ^nd naUec, to injur* me, I fufr 
fered my deaicft tntefdtl to blead at every pote, before I 
have ever fet about the unpleafant tailc of exptifing their 
per&jious views, and iniquitous fcheme. But nhen I 
{iw that my filence, and every Confitlatory nicafore wen 
wantonly abufcd, afid that neither honour, juftlcc, ner 
piety, would have Ikreened me from their low refentmeut, 
I then &w the ill-policy of fruiting nyfdf in any ftiapc t6 
their generofity, and, indeedj the imprudertce aitd folly ta 
wink any longer n Conceaiei dejigm to injure me; confer 
quently I refolved to give a manly developemCnl of circum- 
Aaoces to (he Biihop, and to appeal to the jufllce and piUic 
judgment of my country, as to file legal afliotis it) Chaih 
etry, or in the Cow-t of King" t Btncb, againft a ftw" perfotn 
of this place, and to be obliged to have thofe charaflers, 
whom they ei^deavQured, in direfl violation of every prin- 
ciple of juQice, right and benevolence, to fet agaitifl me, 
fubpoenaed, in order to produce documents, irhich ihe^ 
might, 
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mlglit, pn bringing the matter to (be teft, niliinlly wIA to 
confign to oblivion, and in order to go through evidfence 
an4 through law, to give depo'lilions, and derelope unplea- 
fant truths, before the bar of jufticc, in a court of Judicature, 
verc expedients <]uite repugnant to my wifhes, and what I 
fcomed to do. Though, by the bye, few mtfdemeanors, in 
point of guilt, in point of mifchief, can be more deferring 
of the moft merited reproofs, and public refentment of the 
Ifw, than hidden fcetu! ef 'oillany, in attempting, out of 
malice and revenge, to murder the charafler of any young 
man, in ftraitnera of circumftances, merely for his having 
difplayed a confcientious regard to truth, and independency 
of fpirit, for having founded his principles of aflion in 
integrity, and the love of doing good, for preferring ho- 
nour, and the tS&tes of a free confcience, to the contralted 
f iew* and capricious whims of a few iiitcrefted individuals. 

The Impreffive energy of youth, or tsdier (he ardent 
fi-eling« of indignant rirtue, may have transfiiM forae 
animxdon in die compofition ef my letters. But upon that 
point or conSderation, 1 reA fatisGed. As my dtfintereAed 
exertions, and boneft intentloRs, the unmanly reftraints 
and wiAed mi ft epre f entaiio ns of ihofi; who oppofed me, 
will, I am well affured, ever fiilly juftiiy my fentiments, 
and the Une of conduft I hare adopted, even m t^ opinion 
of *v*ry reritdUng gentleman of advanced years, and Ws 
fire, upon being the leaft acquainted with the circumilances 
of the cafe, lite afRonts and in&mous detra^ons which 
tUetr conTummne impudence, and unparalleled meannefa 
dihiated tbem to ofler, as infults to my underAanding, 
judgment, and djEcemtnent, wore truly too low to be de- 
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fcnbad : snip indMd, at a man, I could not help I>cing 
forty, that fecret jealoufy, and implacable aniinofity and 
vindi^ve temper, had, without any manner of lunlirage, 
and plea of reafon, involved them in difgrace, and expofed 
rhem to the merited refentment, and indignant reprobation 
of every chaiafler, friendly to private virtue, and public 
juftice. 

But if f have, for my good intentions, been deeply in- 
jured, there ia a righteous God that judges the trorld, and 
virtue is his caie. i forgive them ; and the flings o[ their 
ovta accuGng confcience are fufficieat punifhments for their 
complicated guilt and ba&ncfs. But embarrafledaa I am, 
and though they may now pretend refpeA and honour, I 
cannot brook my fpirits to afk any perfonal favours, or to 
put myfelf under any pccuni^ obligations to men who have, 
from groundlefs refentment, and ridiculous malice, unge- 
neroully abandoned me to my ownfoliiary exertions, and 
calumniated my character, who infulted my misfortune, 
and abufed my confidence, the mraient they underftood my 
circumfiances &iled: as if they thought their dilcounte- 
nance, their cold difpleafure, and black defigning eSbrts to 
injure my lemporal intercfts, and undermine my chara^r, 
would, nith the then heavy {velTure of my circumllances, 
have drawn me from my purpofes, filled my (bul with tenor, 
extingutflied every energy, and deadened me with drfpair; 
or at lealt, would have caiifed me to lofe fight of my ftudies, 
and would havelikewifecaufed every hope of my being ever 
enabled to accomplifh my literary dcfigns to vanifli, and 
would eventually fo encumber me with embarraJIinenls and 
difgufi, as to force m<; to fall in with any interefted lislfifh 
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*\em' tttey migtit have been feCrttly aitnitig it [ dttithtit- 
*i(e would, fmm a principle of Wcaltiirfsj have funk in« iiito 
« ftoie of titconfclable (aVnw, inTulti and del^HA- T Thi>f 
were howeccr, miffaken ; and they now fee rticfr etnH^i iWf 
tbe Mqwity of thtir fraudfol afcrts. I fenCy too, fHe? itrty 
frel foine (eetrt compuiuftion; as matters turned out,- far tfiei 
tticked artifices, the mifdeiiaeanM^ and mjdties prai^fed iiV 
the dark againfl rtty perianal character and deareft inieraH^, 
#ithoiit any plea of reafon^ except a cdpricions diflike ahif 
. propenfe malice taken againll me by a ifew individuak 
here; for my having difptayed fome exertions, firmricfr, 
and difintereftednefi in my endeavours to improve the inte- 
refts of my fitiiation, and to form a fthool ; and' an unre- 
lenting fpitit of perional pique, and low nefthtmertr, for 
my not having meanly facrificcd my honour, and every* 
generous principle of aflion, to what their feWfll views 
and liillenefs of fpirit would fein diiflate tobemyrruefl: 
interefts. Buf their impoftures and whole tiffiJes of mif- 
reprcfentations, I only pitied and def^ifed : as their 
fordid arts, and inditeft means to attempt impollng upon 
my underftartding, to dimp my Ipirits, to ftiake my refolU- 
lions, have had, thank God, very oppofite efftifh upon me' 
to what they fanguinely expefled) and have only fnbj(r:fted 
them guilty of the moil confumlTlate folly. 

But if i have now in my youth found myfolf deferted, in 
my moft (Sfflcult and defpondliig fituation, by men, from' 
whom my anions and my conduift led me to etpcfl another 
fon of treatment, and under thofe circumftances feen my- 
felf abandoned, at this fcafon, to my own virtue, integrify, 
; to face the embarraffments of fortune, to 
O finiOi 
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finifh my education and uro&cute my lludiee, and to efcart 
me through the difEculties of early life — It is probably but 
what (he bell of men have cafually experienced in relative 
fituations and circumftances. Indeed, from the fuggeftiona of 
nature and the tutural feelings of the human heart, I may 
probably have the jufteft reafons (humanly fpeaking) to 
deem it narrow, illiberal, and ungrateful : But God's 
purpofes are unerring, coolequently it might be defigned 
for my greateft good, and, in that train of thinking, it is 
highly becoming I fliould confider it a blefSng, made, by 
the gracious providence of God, fubfcrvieni to a trial of 
my vinue. For, with regard to my prefent fiiuatton, it 
is, indeed, every way fo peculiarly delicate, that I believe 
the virtue and honour, the integrity and patience of no 
young man, have ever been put to much feverer trials. 
My propofed plans to form and eftablilh a reputable fchool, 
have, out of perfonal pique, and low refeniment, lieen 
oppofed with a determined fpirit of oppofitlon. Robbed too, 
by the death of a friend, on whofe afliftance 1 might have 
relied with confidence, and now, without any fpecific private 
fortune and deflitute of patronage, my literary exertions 
are moft miferably cramped ; and every moment alfo, I 
deftr puOiing my college education to a clofe, confiderably 
operates to my difadvantage. It is, befides, a fituation the 
leall congenial with the natural genius of my mind ; as it 
hardly gives me any time toreador to think, and keeps me 
abfolutely from the means of putting myfelf in the way of 
preferment, that 1 may gradually avail myfelf of the necef- 
fary aids to profecute my ftudies, and execute my defigns ; 
the attainment of every point I have been obliged to pro- 
pofe, and to remove every captious objeflion, and fecure by 
the 
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tbe (Unt of pcrieveraDce. The reflefBoiu, tllb, that tbe 
particuiar envy and eiunky bf 2 &ir, fhould hare obliged . 
ne to divert my attention to delcBt defigns fecrctly (braiedf 
lor the purpofe of fetting my {riendi, and other diflinguilhed 
Anders ngtioft' me, and to counterafl my literary exer- 
doDi hire, indeed, often wrung my feelings ; and the ill- 
treatment I experienced here, merely for having afled on 
yrfaidptea of honour and juftice, has fo raifed my difguft, 
that I fttl myfelf fo fituated and drcumftanced, that I 
nrotddbow, with fubmllEve deference and veneration, to tho 
siting hand of any gentleman of honour, probity, and 
worth, friendly totheconftltutional principles of the Brhifh 
(overmnent,' in church and ftate, or 10 that of any fociety 
of gentlemen of the eftabliflied religion, excited by fuch 
motive!, and formed for fo laudable a purpofe, as cncou- 
nging talents and youthful effort ij in virtuous and liberal 
puifuits; and it fhould ever be my conftant endeavour and 
unwearied diligence, to render myfelf worthy of the coun- 
tenance and protection, in public and private capacities, 
xnd to make, with bomefelt fatisia Aion, the returns, the mo- 
ment the bleflingi of providence put it in my power, and 
ever to teftify my gratitude forfo noble an inflance bf gene- 
rolity and ^finterefted friendfhip, and to tranfmit it to 
pofterity a tnemcuvble example, and glorious proof of chriT- 
. tian virtue and humanity,' fhewn a young man, furrounded 
in the profccution of his education and Iludles with embar- 
raffinent of fortune, and perfecuted wkh the chicane of a 
Jew pcr£ttial enemies, merely for having braved and expofed 
their wicked actifices, and for having aAed, in fpite of their 
«ppofite injiieflion, an uptight and an Honourable part. 

I thought 
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lih(nigI)t<heju»idI«MPi)cil. coH«ge tlitt ffrtwc vowM 
hav^ Gieti^d my vwn, ^ «!M^}f d loe -^ «xfM(f «» 

tudSo, in carrying forwctd my Wfm, sod ^htw it r«4y M 
be uflifted into tbs voM by the Jijw: I.flloqUtilK omS 
my Baidudor'i DcgKs^ whidb I thougbi migh; fdrovoAf 
to* tAyaiHtsf *o ro^ uttwefts eP my fitS tntrtHM i»(9 
lift, u it miglit tMd in, itroB tocvfttm to tdvMfe My 
oreilitanil ceputfttion lip li»yrDt\4, api rtnow ny. invUlr 
Mu liifptaww (fer !» wMTHltt t^ fiwcp pfrnfim^'^i m 
unilvA lod ^<ti»iu U «[(wl giiring prfcvlews, i^Mch nJgjht 
bit «ud< li«td)«a or ptnim of, fa vU^fV i^ l4w# f^ 
liurtAmty.tn^ ft3ive l>qV7tniMV ; wd which, cpnbqucBtly, 
is tkeir operMiBg jnfi^iwt^ ftdsj^ Apy avy prove pnej«dir 
citd«»thfl ini«(4fta »f uriyMf viitiK, ar public j^Ajcr. it 
ai)aiilti)gB.lioei)f cotultiA, vliicfa nunrc, sdiI rufo^, ^ 
KligiWi rfiTkufty joip^ «« »t^ fffefling pwws irf ctmit 

(JjSrwaifr of ijprighj yiefFS ap4 tonpft .intflnliopp), t])j)t my 
ff ifiiwli, in prftW^Ung fioy .q^rFs pr IJww.ing m IPy. iMfks f f 
ftyour, ware ^fljMfed "« ipy «««# ffpm *ny lUf^mJiiifd 
pfiYatf j»ni»(jfy: as it ^^^ »n ipv^rUt>te(l;aT)4iog 
majypi yfitt PK, tfiat the l^lfi «'W ftf i»«^ "V fHiv^ 
gfnerqfi^-rf tfiiti^ercf, a-rewet pr^rtipt 9r4 ^rx t*paCri>. 
ni^fi jufnowRble e^iTs of youth, flrngglipg wit}), 4i)4 ful), 
4ijiflg the viciffitv<lef gr flffiifli^ns of li^uqe, 9pd t*. ppijit 
otftTte W*b fa Hpiioiir 9n^ t9 **«?■ BK3ufc, from an im- 

partial view of the pFpf^eft bafere me, I hA<l pa reiffuii U 
4*rp8ir, but tlw «i^vc djllgnnoe, «n4 vigMwit . pnDfavtion 
ftf f^ifdjaB) might, iii tl^p ipt^rippdiate. time, han focuEcd 
me e)tli«F 4 Fcl^OiEp Qf r«piFi(HIng taniapiQunt r-*i)d thsfi I 
might cither lake orders, and make my refidence in a fitua- 
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^ mtfc^Kmdant M my v'vyni ox I tni^> Miti «V(lW)ge, 
ewrw^cCllw^s'rf Couptw ftjidy tbc Laiff, iH)dort}» 
ftftU&ifm, aa^ *u^if»» ef (omf liber^l^nuided Birnil«i^ 
by wbpfp 149T4L fft^liMdcj wd,{4lil>^ of frkndlhip, BBda^ 
wi»4mvft>Mf memiaPt eini irtfgrily, ^*w«bt greduaHy 
EpatBt the mean* tp teftjify my gtaticudf tp ib« pi^t^Aitig 
friends .of r^ younk, ii»d to 4o_ gHnp gsa4 pffices ia my 
geo«r«iooto<«|ifiTJ^»ftWiiig W^** wswrited pneflUrewf 
£>rtune. Bwt up&raCcea cvc^H^i^c^ ^lave cnn^dor^ilr 
thw^ned ay Wews 3»4 fwrtions br the nompnt, and cay 
being depi^veii of pecunUiy &i[^f)[t, and the meant to 
<iefray my otdinary and luuvoidable coUcgc <xpetKit», Uii, 
to iwititaiji tnylielf ^ Oxfeidi without iovolyit^ myfcif 
deep in aahaitiSfoaaxt, have.l£ert.ne fr«n attending cqttBB. 
it* tetter than a tw«fveBl«^tb back jwnfequeiuly, ifltUad of 
^c^ enabled (« rq&deat Oxfpvi, kordfrto avail B)y&!/ 
«f the «Id( aad uDil^d adv^otasps of the place, and to keep 
to one principle Qf adiont >hc M* of frifndiafid the want of 
toibuu:, .ai}d foiqa daxlt (kl^gn^f aiul unnunlyauen^ to 
injure my intereilB there and ellewherei b^ve clpj^ed my, 
s0}ftt, and, during tbi« and the prewiiRg year, cqi^Men^ly. 
tff^fi my de&ffUi and (^vntwUy obrige mi; to WiU mff^U- 
of ika LiagRTy ,o» thi Prbss to the fatisfsdlidrt of my 
friendii and tbc juflificatkui of my imi:\ cooduA. Tbefe 
dtJjigceeabk ictddems, and tbetoill<|iqe.&figuesof fupeiin* 
tending ibe »res and duties of a gramniar fchool in the 
obftwilics of Wales, have fincc ebicSy cngroffed the aitcn- 
V9n pf my min^ and diflipit^d cfCbrtEi wbicb niguld have 
been centered in the profecutiop of my (tudieSf.and tbeliiv^ 
of conda^ nwrked ou( to ipy Tiew- 

Wlib 
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. Wflh regard to mf literary project, the ftan I chalked 
out for myfelf wM to draw up, during ray ioUrvals of !«-■ 
fkre (for to what oobler reUxaUont can a young man enr- 
devote hu intervals of IciTure, than the caufe of Ikeratuie 
and morality, and the intereftsof hii country ?) in attending 
tcnni, aPjiELiMi(j»»» Bhiat, giving the general outlines 
of the defign. >r order that the public might, in the inter- 
inediaie time, form proper conceptions of the undertaking; 
at the colteifHng the whole mafs of materia and the 
execution of the whole ifefign, under themoft &vourabIe cir- 
cumftances, and upon the mofi judicious plan, is a work, 
ecen with indc&tigable exertions, fortitude, learning, and 
refolution, that requires the facrifice of. a great many years, 
and confideraUe expenceS) to cany it with vigour and fuccefs 
into an honourable jflue. It being a work aUb, that 1 only 
^gnedtofill up my principal vacancies, and other intervals 
of kifure; for upon confidering how inadequate at the pre» 
feni-mouMnt are my circumflances to my views, and upon 
calculating, in cool refleftions, the ftupendous dillictilties and 
cicpences, which will inevitably attend its execution, I thaug-ht 
expedient, from motives of prudence, to fufpend pK^ecuting 
ibe nuin body of the delign, till circumllances place me in 
a more favourable fituatton in life ; becaufe the united diffi- 
culties of (ituition and fintune greafly counteraA my exer- 
tions, and [ am reduced to the alternative, to combat and 
funnount them by my own virtue, integrity, atid refolution, 
or, by the damp of defponding counfels, orthe want of pro- 
per energy, confbncy, and fortitude, ignomlnloufly to yield 
to nncoward circumflances. But as my anions fpring from 
principles of confcience and fidelity, I look forward to the 
ilTueof things with confidence and alacrity. 

From 
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From emotions of gratkude and inexperience of youtb, I 
may have, probably, reafons to blame myfelf, for having 
any nay confided in palillanimous fpedlators of no vetf 
konourable manoeuvres ; and I may, too, in my education 
and ftudies, in fome inftances, from an ardent love of liiera- 
tuce, a loyal zeal and patriotic emulation, havecat-riedny 
(spencxs fomewhat beyond that point which the grave 
didatn of ptnidence, or the provident maxims of precaution 
might have prefcribed. But in all my other expences, I hai'e 
the confolation that my expenditure has been invariably con- 
du^d with as much oeconomy, order, and fimplicity, as 
my fituation and decency would admit of. And notwitli- 
Ilanding the difadvantagea I now labour under, my deter- 
mined refolutions arc, in the mean time, to perfevere, and I 
hope no obftru^ons of fortune or of foes, orfedudive plea- 
fures of life, will ever draw me from my purpofes ; for my 
honourand repulalion are unequivocally pledged, fiut aa a 
man, fenftble of the force of fecondary caufes, to accomplish 
fucb a delign, I mull, of necellity, as 1 am now fituated, 
reft contented to go on with it only ftep by (tep, till fortune 
feconda my views, or fome proteiSing genius invigorates my 
effoFts, and lifts me over the flubborn obftacles which my 
prefent fortune throws in my way. 

For to accompltfl), with fuccefa and fidelity, a work of 
fuch magnitude and elaboration, requires the preparatory 
labours and relearches of many years, and a no fmall 
fund of patience, and forbearance, to fearchout, with fcni- 
pulous exaflnefs, all the memorials and treafures which 
time baa difperfed to different parts, and confequently remain 
concealed and enveloped In obfcurity. And, as the labour 

of 
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•f carrying the whole projefl into execution is eweffm, 

and not to be aecom^fflied but by the foil devolqiement of 

tbe means and energws preftrribed by refolution and per- 

feverance, I mean to Jrawup, ayfoonascim 

Kterary leifure enable me, ths ?KKtiMiWAa» 

priCng a delineation of tlic propofcdl plan ofrii 

when its preliminaries are adjuftfed, to hare il 

(he opinions of fcholars and critics, and put 

favourable aufpices. Becaufe, when a regula; 

fign is once arranged, fhould I die in the inter 

before the comptetitm of the work, then anc 

find great difficulties to enter into my vieiVs, 

CutJon of the projefled defign, and to avail 1: 

labours and materials, to carry it fully into e 

adopt another principle of aflion, and lo ur 

pofcd' plan of the work, from time to time, i 

belied down to a precipitate pubUcationj by 

would be only marring the whole defign, confcqi 

adrifable to fufpenJ ccniering my effbris in t 

cution of the main defign, or at leaft to defer a 

part of the main body of the work for the p 

places mc in more ftivourable circumllances a 

that I may be enabled to avail myfelf of the 

nius of anifts, and to engage one or two ainoi 

petently qualillcd to perform the fubordinaie t; 

faithful tranfcripts of SfiS. minuted out to tht 

fufflclent lEiftire attd means to estecute all th 

parts of the defign, with judgment, tafle, a 

and to combine the whole fyftematically, and v 

into one entire monument of genius. When t 

be thus confumraated, then the work may be i 
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credit) to the irorld, and, 1 hope, defcend vith fotne ho- 
nour to pofterity. 

For, upon viewing tUe defign in all the points of view I 
am capablct I have not the leall lielitalion, from the gene-' 
K)Gty of ihe Britifli nation, but that jny views and my ' 
efibrts will b« adequately encouraged, when the propofed 
plan of the work is once laid before the public. I have 
now my difficulties, and my Gtuation is critical, but my 
feittiments and refolutions are unalterable ; and as I am 
ftruggling to attain a no inglorious point, and actuated in 
my literary deligns by no perfbnal con Gde rat ions, as my 
views are upright, and as I live in a chriitian and grateful 
country, my hopes to accomplifh the objed of my wifbes 
have not vanilhed ; the aiflive powers of genius may have 
its pride, its diffidence, its natural delicacy, and high 
fenfe of honour;, but, notwithfianding, to blufli or to 
beCcate accepting public or private patronage, on honour- 
able terms, to carry forward generous views and laudable 
defigns, would, oiily difplay falfe delicacy and fklfe pride, 
and even weaknefs of underdanding, in the opinion of 
every gentleman of charaifter, worth and experience. For 
often, to the mutual honour of the donor and the receiver, 
have feafonable countenance, and exertion of intereft, been 
the means of pulling many a young man, who, otherwife» 
might probably be ever loft to his country, in the way of 
getting forward in life, to unfold his genius and difplay hi) 
talents to advantage, to accomplifh many a noble aichieve- 
ment, and of doing lignal good in his generation. 

If there arc charaflers who fhould have raifed their views 

higher, and aifled on nobler principles, that have once been 

P inconiiderate 
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incanfiieraM tnough to endeavour) by gnmndlefi triiScet, 
to obfcure my perfonal charaAer, now in my younger years, 
and to decry my youthful exeniona, and of fo narrow vicirs 
and limited underilandings, to endeavour mirrepreftnling 
my fentiments, or to queftion my lincerity, in order by fuch 
pitiable means, to deprive me of adequate ftrength and 
vigour, to perfevere, and to throw the colour of collufion, or 
an air of ridicule on my proJeAed delign, I hope time, and 
the irreflftible conviAion of experience, have already ' 
began to difplay to them the impolicy, the ralhnefB, and 
prefumption of judging from envy, caprice, and palSon. 
For the attempts to decry me in the minda of others, and 
to bear me down by oppreflion, are plainly (een through, 
and only recoil with ten-fold violence on thefaSieut btrdf 
that exerted theit batteries of calumny againft me. 



But, indeed, after a moment's refleflioil upon the ways of 
the world, it certainly required a no great fund of fagacity 
and penetration, or knowledge of mankind, to ferefee that 
dilintereftednerg, determined refolutioni and independency 
of fpirit, to perfcvere in the purTuit of truth, in fplte of 
any party views or difcouragements, would inevitably, in 
my circum (lances, and contraAed fphere of aAion, have 
fubjefted my charaAer,at firft, to thcfery ardtal of crlikifm. 
As the mod energetic truths and liberal devices may not 
immediately derive that decided influence and afcendancy 
from their own intiinfic worth, unleft dilated and upheld 
by fplendor, force, and power, or at lead, fuch is yet the 
cafe, too generally in the obfcurities of Wales, and, indeed, 
with the mafa of mankind ; fuch is the force of prejudice, 
tnd the impoGng power of cuftoro. For though ihi» is x 
polite. 
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^litC) snlightaDed, and a raoft acconpliAied aga, I am not 
inlenfible but to advance fentimenCi, however loyal, gcne- 
Kiut, and noble in them&lvn, any way clalbing with, or 
undeceiving popular opinioni, formed in falfe ideas and 
prcjudicBt, or, indeed, formed upon the leaft difference e^ 
^litical fentirneAtii may be ^nwd tpiftiiu by the envi- 
Bill, the jcalout, and the herd of moclc-patriou and critici* 
or fediiioui newi wrilere ; dr by mindi lo& in unthinking 
jpiMy, in the flowry path* and deiiriumi of vulgir ple»; 
fuFMi or Ciug^ by vicioug cxamptes. and the univoidabla 
itdDCDce of Cuftom and bkd ttabitt, to uke all ihingi oq 
tfu&i and to place real merit and true greatnebof mind, 
M noblencTs of foul, in re&wd depravity, ia the often pre- 
cariout tenures of powen and affluence, in luxury, riot) 
fend dlffipation ; or by nMUi a* if they were bom only for 
ihemlelvet, blindly hurried away by the fafcinating power 
of intervft, and the diAaiei of mere worldly wifdom, to 
Mater all tbeir views in tbemielves, or at leaft in objeAi of 
perlbiul confide rationi, ai throwing great damp upon faflU- 
finable [Jeafures, reigning prejudices, and tha darling opi- 
luona of worldly nifdom and felGfh views ; For it Teems 
to much eaficr to 'deceive mankind, than to undeceive 
then* 

. And as thofe divine ener^ea and religious principles, 
/cqui&te to carry the mind beyond the prefcnt fcenc of 
ihingt, to improve benevolent aft<!iioni, and warm the 
beart to a£U of humanity, to call talenu into aAion, to 
ixsh the dignity of human conceptions, and to anioutc 
youtUwl Acr^na in the puifuit of virtiKf and tbe good of 
.feciAf. orCf » tbe prejudice of lefigion and luonUity, 
ulenis 
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talent! and learning, too vilibly in the focial and moral 
world, xod probably too ofien in the high civilized and ac 
complifflied circles, relaxed, deadened, and extinfutflied 
fcy wanton pro&nenefs and irreligion, by levelling princi- 
ples, and confeiled profUtution of conlcience : ' Hence any 
application, even to proteA the nobkfl purpoles, and. 
though eyeing to ever fo glorious a profpefl, tnay, by dif- 
felute minds, enervated by ditSpation, which never raife 
theiDfelvet fuperior to the temptations and fedudive plea- 
furei of life, or by minds narrowed by avarice, or over- 
ruled by felf-intereft, be dcTpifed and neglected. Confr- 
quently, upon thefe conflderations, the fituatlon of any man 
of letters, poflefled of an elevation of foul, prompting him 
to whatever ib great and noble and excellent, but deftilute 
of fortune, to follow to advantage, the noble impulfes of 
his mind, and of a fufficient fcope of inlereft to bring him 
forward in life, may be oiten peculiarly delicate, and, in a 
worldly point of view, equally difmal. ■ For the influence 
which pleafuTc, wealth and pride, obtained over their oppo- 
iiie virtues, has, in this age of politenefs," and luxurious 
refinements, become fo powerful, that the moment he 
difplays, particularly in ftraitnefs of circumllances, any 
freedom of fpirit, or fymptoms of moral dignity, fubjeds 
himlelf an immediate objedl for envy, malice and calumny* 
to direA their Ihafts againft — nor does its epidemic qualitir 
end here ; for it is a fource pregnant with every evil to . 
poifon the fweets of fociety ; as it exuliingly aggravates 
merit and talents, in virtuous afili^ons, and diminifhes the 
feelings of common fenfe, and difinterefted friendfhip. 
And, beHdcs, it has introduced, it is to be feared, too 
much of that fuperficial kind of reading, and thinking, 
and, 
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ani, by fubfticuting thofe habits of Indolence, a[«thy and 
diffipatian, in the room of application, perfeverance, and 
^nerofity upon unifoim principles, gradually faps the pu. 
rity of OUT morals ; and by the introdudUon of a fpurious 
pfailofoptiy, or levelling principles, may eventually work an 
abfoluie change in the national tafte and energin of the 
bbdy polidci ; as it o&en divemmlndsof fupariorcapacilie* 
and acquirements, minds that might (land models for wifdom* 
loyalty, andcourage, for patriotic emulation and felf-devo* 
Hon ; minds too, that might, in ages yet unborn, excite fenti. 
ments of public graiitude, and recall th« idea of every vir- 
tue by which glory can be embellifhed, from all attention to 
the public good, and from treading nobly in the path of virtue* 

But to fufier men of public fpirit, and of liberal ex- 
tended views, combining in their charaflers talents, virtue* 
and information, to fink under [be weight of affli:flior.s for 
the want of little feafonable countenance qnd patronage, 
would, in the opinion of juftpoflerity, conSderqbly eclipfe 
the glories of an sera; and when party -difiinifUons, or po- 
pular api^ufe, and all the fecret caufei and fprings of 
ambition and policy, fink once into indi&rence, contempt 
and oblivion, and the charafler of every exalted peifonage 
mult rife or fall by its own aflions alone, take, not z 
little ftom the virtuea and intrinfic worth of ihofc diftin- 
gui/hed cbaraAers filling the higher fpiieres of life, and thai 
ale, or ought to- be tbe munificcnc patrons of genius and 
letCen, and particularly from the patriot wonh, wlfdom, and 
reputation of the great public cbaraifieis, treading the flage 
of public actions, and Handing high In confidence, and 
filling, in the civil and other departments, employments and 
ficuatioRs of the firft refponfibiiitics, honoure, and dignities. 

A. 
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Astftbeab«idone<Itoone*io«nlbliUfyexcrtioDf, vjiXiW^ 
flidnierit, to Bui reCourcn lo carry iMwardfatrioticcMgo^ 
mi yortkulxT fludiea, fiibfervMiDt t« tli«; end, i» ^bably 
«iwof the iiK^ttryin{tAruggle>(o KluchciicunilUiwncan. 
«vcr fubjeA the intcgriiy, and fankudc, tbe fpirif and r*&^ 
ki(ioa> of any nan, am} pankularly of aoy youth *f ufesta, 
£«t^^ wiib patriatic emulation and politic^ bencftyr pm- 
yious ta hia completing his educatioD. The Buiigf^ ntay^ 
bytbciTOaYHT iiw be c«nlMlcredg}aiious,aBdffhcn all (he 
sbOaclcaarc &inwMmed, the victory bMwurabk. i^t^ ia 
tbc^cnne^e liaM.wbat diffic^ilucar what ui£ulbt what 
■K^;iuiic» BHifi be eiu;ovmc!rcd, ani magpaaimottlly braved* . 
{raatthe Uitlcncla of iJMriti the illUtcral jodi&rcoces, and 
Ihon-li^tedncfB of fardid or fuperficial mind* P And wheit 
ifae attention ii divided between the evils of combating the 
nnited difficulties' of fwrtune and fitouion, and of roaitttain- 
Rig one's ground agaiaft the wile* of perfecuting animoficy, 
and the defponding counTcls of the timid, the ignorant, anJ 
thevravcring, and at the fame tine to center, nottnthftand* 
vig the cisef efibrts of the mind, tridt unrdaxed me:^ 
movegrandobjciflof purfuil, is a line ^ conduft, that re- 
ntes a roagiianimity, a refolution, and dexterity which yontb 
is feldom mafter of. And how it muft troimd the feelings of 
every humane reflefUng gentleman to fee the child of 
genlui, or the promiGng oAspring of any dSftingoilbcd cha- 
raifkr, who, out of noblenefs of Jbul, loyalty, and patri* 
otifat, or the love of letters, anJthe good offociety, ecer 
preferred honour to intcrefl, expofed, upon family loObs and 
reverfes of fortune, or upon the parent's premature deatb, 
in his tender yean to the thorny paths of care, unprotedled, 
atid fijpported but by his own fuperior virtue and fpiril* ; or 
reduced 



5yGOC>^IC 



Ill 

inluced in the midft of hit education, unprovided, and fur< 
nunded with prodigious difCculiies to a Tcene of diftref», 
eren when the Init fisafbnabk fupport, and countenancei 
might hare brought him fi>n*ard, and enable him to difptaf 
bis ulcnts, and high cnergiet to advantage, and to fupport* 
with honour and reputation, the fphere of life his exatied 
virtues oaf unequivocalljr entitle him to move in. 

Influenced with ihefe fcntimentt, and con fide rations, I 
*i(h De Motvaa't principle of Annuitv-BiU, or an inlli- 
lution formed on a piinciple of a fomewhai fimilar nature' 
had been fanAioned, and eftablifhed by govemntent ; as it 
h aA^ng to think ingenuous fpirited youths, of talents,' 
infermmion, and capacities, firm and Aeady to their pui^ 
pores, are of^n, through the narrow and abjedl fpirit, the 
ftrdid views and penurious habits of friends and relatmns, 
obliged, fnnn feniimenti of delicacy, and the want of 
fertune and generous friends to wafte their fpirits, and nobkf 
energies of mind, in ArugK'i"^ foi^ years with difficulties of 
fituatiou, oreiHbamiffmentor fortune, in the profecution of 
ftudies, which tnay center alone in the gsmd of fociety and 
icommftn inteivft of the ftate. 

Sordid, hardened, and contrxfled indeed, tnuft the heart 
«f that man be, who can, with unfeeling indiflerence, and 
without perceiving any painful thoughts, eye a fuperioriiy 
4>f genius, who, out of loyalty and patnotifm, and without 
any views of intereft, dares, bearing up with more than 
manly finnnefs, under the accumulated dBKculties of fiiua* 
ticMi and circuraftances, lo brave many inconveniences, dif' 
couragemenu, toilfbme iatigues and hardlhips in bonour- 
abte 
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Alt purfuits ; and who likewife dam, with undaunicd reH*- 
lutionand generofiiy of mind, to raife, fuperlor to every 
vulgar pleafure, and iDeaner obllacie, flu^oufly thrown In 
the way, in order to difguH him with his fludies, and to ob- 
ttraft his progrefs in the path of virtue, and the accomplifh- 
meni of noble atchievements, which eventually may raife 
him to wealth, fame, and diftindion, and render him an 
honour to his fiiends, and an ornament to his country. 

The wifdom, goodticls, and benevolence of a bill founded 
uponreligion.reafon, and nature, and confequentlyuponaprin- 
cipte o£ fuch found policy and humanity, in a constitu- 
tion which has but one common interefl to promote, wOuld 
immediately tend to flrengthen the hands of adminiftiationt 
to raife the glories of the ftate, to improve the morals, and 
infpire noble fentiments of religion in the minds of the fub- 
Jefts ; for the benefit of virtuous indutiry, (the foundation 
of wealth, and the finews of power,) of chriftian morals, 
and civil tinion, its principle, may probably, be good means 
of counteraAing every fpirit, and fubtle operation of JaAton, 
Infidious fcepticifm and intolerance, and of reclaiming un- 
principled ambition and licentipuftKfs, and to give predilec' 
tjon of loyalty, patriotifm, and moral duly. It may like- 
wife fervc a noble ftimulus to roufe latent powcn of invni- 
lion and (kill, which, by due application, and proper 
encouragement, make thofe mighty firiktng di&reficn 
' between man' and man, and bring characters into light, 
who, by the brilliancy of their talente, may becomes credit 
and ornament to thair country ; and who, otEerwile, 
through temifsnefs and defpstr, or want of exercifing aed 
knowing tl^e Itrength of their own powers^ might have been 
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nerlsfl, Or, whit ii ftill vafTe, might, by die alfkpfli- 
cadon jind proftltutbn of fuperior pans, prove the molt 
dangerous eneipiei to our eftablifhed religion, to out 
public morals, and the conAitutional principles of the 
Britilh government in church and flate. Hence, with 
proper difcretioiif and jufl: dilbrimination of objeAi, the 
bill may, in Its operation, prove, in Co well policed a 
country, one of the nobleft means to fttmulate mental exer* 
ttons in moral refinement and chriftian virtue, to ftrengtben 
the energies of the body politic, and to raife its national 
grandeur; confequently, the laying fo noble a. propontion 
before the wifdom of Parliament, could neither fail refledling 
the higheft honours on the patriot feelings and moral dignity 
of any fenator, fUtefman, and lawyer, of the moH inde- 
pendent fpirit, liberal views, and confumniate wifdom, nor 
&il attaining a dignified place with the fplendid annals of the 
time, in the temple of immortality. 

Superficial minds may ftartk at the difficulty of bringing 
fucb a propolition forward, with due advantage to public 
cotifideration, and fuccumb under the weight of defpondlng 
apathy and indecifion. But as impotent oppofition, or invec- 
tives, ifluing from ignorance, rafhnefa, irrellgion, and the 
tongue of cenfure and malice, is the fate upon earth, too 
generalty, for a feafbn, common to moll things friendly to 
virtue and religion, to the advancement of polite literature, 
andnatbnal grandeur; (bthe carrying the nobleft propofi- 
tirnii into efieA is feldom accomplinied without the adoption 
of very energetic meafures, and the refolutioii, fortitude, 
and patriotifm fufficient to encounter adverfe views, fjlfe 
preju^cn, and feme momentary ftruggles in bringing them, 
Q though 
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thbugb eyingi to ever & extenfivti bleffingf , to meet fome 
foR of miiKlfc 

And » the beft fnuncd inditutions, and the moft humane' 
and patriotic deCgni, \rhich the fublimelt eSbitt of the 
human mind and human frlTdom ever projeAedt feldom 
efcaped, at &tH, the jaundiced eye of envy, mifconceptioni 
and prejudice, orthe wilful mifrepre&ntadoni of malice, it 
would be idle, and difplaying but fhallow infight into human 
nature, or Into the genius and manners of the age, to 
queAion, for a moment, but that there exifl individuals, 
affefling too, the charafler of fcience, of philofophy and 
politics, of fo immoral a caft, as to feel a fort of fceret 
pleafure in obftruiJling the moll beneficent purpofes and 
laudable endeavours to inculcate the precepts, and enforce 
the praflice of virtue; untouched with the dillreflcs of 
their fellow- qreatures, and devoid of moral honefty, or 
living in a conflant Rate of enmity with religion and virtue, 
and having neither a genius to be rouftd, nor a fenfibility to 
be awakened ; confequently, fuch fwom enemies roay be 
ftubborn, and ready enough to infmuate, that vice, or gothic 
ignorance, may be beneficial to focicty, and that good 
anions proceed from bad motives ; or, that human nature i) 
neither endowed with the capacity nor inclination for difinte- 
rclted friendfhip, and the more ennobled fentiments of hu- 
manity. And, according to the difpofition of fuch minds, 
nothing probably would be lefs intereAing, or more diame- 
trically oppofite to their views, than beckoning merit in the 
fhade, calling talents into a^Ion, rendering them available 
to the community, and the noble triumph of virtue, becaufe, 
men of fuch a caft of mind, may have a natural antipathy 
to men of talents, honour, and virtue. But God forbid that 
th* 
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the low intrigues tnd cabah, or unnunly reftr^tt of any 
mui or fet of men, fhould ever have that decided influenoe 
to cnilh the powen, or break the fpirit of any rifing geaiui ; 
or that generous esertkHU, and genuine talents, be ever 
IliHed by want of liberality of patronage, and public muni- 
ficence, in a itatioB of loyal patriots and merchants; at 
Ibch a fpirit would foon fink us in the fcaleof nationi, otid, 
from being the admintionof thewholeuitiveiie, inevitably 
plunge ut in B galfh of miferiet, and all the meannefs of 
gothic ^ 



For if that virtue, that elevation of loul, and infle%i< 
Ue integrity, or that genius and turn of mind, whicti 
chara^cifei our aocefion, and produced charii&n of the 
noft tranfcendant worth, and difplayed the moft fliining 
virtuet, liave loft their vigour, in luxurioui refinements 
and liftlcf* indifference, in pcribnal regards and liitleneft 
of fpirit; and if the nation can once lend their voice 
to break down invariable and acknowledged pnnciplet, 
feunded in political juMce, individual right, and mutual 
confidence, and to lanAton injuftice, treachery, difloyalty, 
orprivate oppreffiM), genius and talents, reli^oa and virtue, 
decency and order will foon defert us, and Great Britain, 
though ngw the Queen of IHei, will fee, the moment ihe 
H&s upon fuch principles, her genuine liberty enthralled, her 
^orious privileges curtailed, her national hMtoun obfcured, 
and her proud independency loil; beciufe it it a true and 
Iteady maxim, though man feei, but in parts, that events 
correfpond with their cauTct. 

But, notwithftanding, if that aAive valour, patriotic 

ffQuIacion, and heroic grcatnefs of mind, which touted the 

ene^t 
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mcr^ Mai animated die exsrtioiU of x K<»aati pttrieti »r 
a Grecian iDoraliftt when in Scenes (^ the doepeft diftt^s 
and under ftanns of public calamitiett arc by the cormp- 
tioD of principle, and tbp fafinii^i of tuiniiy and ploif«i«. 
the want of courage, iiAive loyally and patrintifiii> or the 
perils of tlie unjuft icoms o£ fuperfcial mindi, or of espo- 
fing one'i &lf . in any ooblc enteiprize to fcU-^eniaUi and 
wapmntable dangera, no longer confpicuoin, or oblilenited ; 
and that ne iive in coiUin^uence of tbe unmanly foitneis, qr 
pulilIaniiDous fpirlt, and dcead of reproaches, vJuchrpraag 
from that inverted operation of means and principles, in 
an age witerein wraith is idolized, poverty detefted, and 
Tirtue defpiJed ; and, in order to enfure populanty, that 
interdl, and pleafures muft conlequently be made the 
main Ipring of aftrone :— May Heaven yet avert, 4}i« it 
fliould ever, through corruption of morals and nWDDCre, «r 
raeannefs of fplrit and venality, have fo complete an afcen* 
dancy over the public mind, as ever to become tbe gcniu* 
•f the Brkilh nation. 

- For aa truth and nature ara ever the fame, and ^leak 
tbe fame language, and that the langua^ of religion ; 
the oppofition, the cenfbrioufnele and fentimcws of tbo 
fcofiers and'de&mers of religion, reafon and human nattBfe, 
can have, in the unprejudiced eye of common ftnfe, expe- 
Tienee, and genuine pUlanArt^y, no greater vdgfct at 
arguments, nor indeed, lay a ht^r claim to the «A«rtsi)# 
human wifdom, than the impious bylngt or Uafpbemiesof 
the thoughtlefs libertine, or the wretched fenfuallft. Se- 
caufe in fuch fchools of [^ilofophy, and under the influence 
of fuch a fyftem of morals, tender and enlarged fentiments, 
favouring 
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fwronrinn:' a&B a£ .^vcpamty, ctutftUn vittuc* and monl 
i^fineinentt un exge& but ]ittlc countenance ;< aji4 tQ 
lifton cither to the refineti (leiir^vtty of the libeninct to tti^ 
ooQceited pc^vcq^fs of igaannx, or to the contemptuous 
ftcpalins of the Icepiki «t the difEOura^ng voice of {i&Mtt, 
wotdd be highly impeaching ooe's tara «iidc[ft«ndi|ig, uo< 
pardoaaUy criininil, and di^layiag the hjj^lt ingi^tityde 
to ^ Qod who endowed i|t with &eult)es> talents, aod 
abilities. And. 03 all the finer iJKuIttcs of the iiiindt vA 
the ability tp do well, prweed alone b^ja God>. bouoty ; 
the exertion of entnifted talents, and influenced in the 
intcreft of nc^lity, of oivQ ibciitty, and the conmon good 
^f the coma^niiy) it mt^S but what ev<;ry hujpane and 
thinking nsind, upon a calm conGderatc view of thjo^s, will 
(on&dci obligatory, Of) pveiy icv^vidual, in pt0(>Qrti()n to his 
lability, hisAation, and influence. . 

Not that I mean in tl^e iqoft djf^ant manner, or evor 
wHbedfoz a moment that atmuUy.biU, or any other pubUc 
meafure of fimikr nature, or «f any moment, Oiould be 
ever adtqtted and l«{^ized, hut what vrould at leaA, in the 
iflue, mikf the flate returns .proportionable to the afligned 
means ; to any ipeafuEe ten(^ng to fwell up a lift of ufo^lj 
annuitants, in order to encourage idlenefs, and to multiply 
.dijifipations, I am a dqcided encmy> For my wiAes ooly. are 
that tbcK fltould be fuch a. national idource spptt^riated tor 
th^t purpoie, aod.that it ihould be ever inviolably kept 
(uwl, Jor genius, worth, and abilities; and consequently 
^icb«4 with, ilie moll jealous eye agdnll all fmitleTs at- 
tempts oi fraud or iinfoflAii^ ; and out of honour, regard, 
and qftecm &tr real «K(it, at well s£ out of jufticc and pro- 
teflion 
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leAion to thr eSbm which produce it, to be ever kept Cepa- 
me, attd dlftin A &om all inferior and fubor^nate ioftitutiotn 
of Itmilar nature, in order to exdte and keep alive that 
ardent and generoinfpirit of emulation, and to enhance the 
Tahie of the b(X^> Nor would any confideruicint ever induce 
me to wilh to fee DiMoiTKi'i principle of annuity bill cfiab* 
lilhed on no other gmuod, lave to'alleviate the affliftioiu of 
the deferring, or to reward fuperiority of genim in femes 
of diftrefi, or the honourable patriot, for fervicet done the 
itate — ^FoK arn-icTio oehiui it a «acaEO thino. 

But in taking a otnn^heallve furvey of our politick 
tranlUtions, and the general complexion of the raoroent, 
I prriume it may be urged, and with fome reafbnt, that this 
b not the moft feafanable moment to lay fuch a propoGtion 
before the wifdom of the Legiflature, in confeqtience of the 
enoimoui national expenditure and mighty exertiom, whicli 
this fevere conteft has calied and ftill calls upon the nation 
to m^. It may too, be a fubjeA collaterally conneAed 
with the principle of the projeAed Icgiflative Union, and the 
time when the final difcuKon, arrangements, and fettling of 
the Union take place, may be the more feafbnable moment 
to lay it before the wifdom of Parliament, 

As there may he, at the prefent political crifis, probably, 
fome legillatorsi fiatefmen, and philofophers, deeply verfed 
in the knowledge of civil affairs, and civil ceconomy, but 
wedded to their own favourite fyftems and opiabns, readjt 
to afltgn many fecret caufes, operating to the prejudice of 
aligning any fum of money to conllitute a public fund, t* 
ptoteft and promote the polite arts and fciences, to infpire 
patriotic 



5yGOC>^lC 



patriotic emulation) and to invigorate the drooping fpirit of 
genius, learning, virtue, and integrity, under unmerited 
preffurc of fortune, or when overborne in fcenea of diftrcfs, 
with urdeferved oppreffion, and who may ingenioufly of 
fophillically argue, that fuchan inftitution or provifion my 
not be politically neceflary in a conHitution, where all tne 
avenues to promotions and preferments are open to fuperior 
worth and fuperior merit ; and that the true genius, where- 
evsr it appears, will, infpite of all the accumulated diEGcul- 
ties of Ctuacion and drcumftances, blaze, burit forth, and 
bend every ftubbom obftacle in the way to attain its objeft, 
by its own fuperior force and energy ; or that no weight of 
affliiflions will ever fubdue the firmnefs and vigour of the 
virtuous mind — For "Degenerts anmas limur arguii." Such 
logic may hold good, and fuch phenomena or prodigies of 
genius may appear. Virtue, too, has certainly a dignity 
which outfliines all outward fplendours, and religion a for- 
titude, which raifes fuperior to the moll Imminent trials. 
But, however, from the experience of my few years, and 
from the general tafte and fpiril of the age, I have no hell* 
taiion in faying, that ninety-nine, though endowed with 
fplendid talents, may fink for the otte bom with that texture 
of brain, and with that vigour and elevation of genius, 
and heroic greatnefs of mind, to brave, remove, and tri- 
umph over fo, many formidable obflacles in younger years, 
with fuperior etiergy, applaufe, and fuccefs. 

But as the experience of my few years, and the reach of 
my abilities, may not enable me to fpeak with accurate con- 
ception, or with that acuienefs and precifion'«f FcaTonlng, 
otta fubje£l of fuch national importance; political ei^rl- 
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MiCe, and eonfcious fuperiority of talents, may natnraM/ 
impel fuch cturaflers co conlider my' fentimenis the ment 
fpecuUtions of an inexperienced youchi jutt in his three and* 
twentieth year, whofe reach of nlind, and vjews of govem- 
mem, can neither be fuffieicntly extended, nor judgment 
fiilly matured, fas our underllanding makes but gradual 
motion Towards perfetflion, and daily experience and obfer- 
vaiions bring in new acceflions to our knowledge) and nhich, 
GonTequently, can neither carry in theAi an/ great weight, 
nor be deferving of much attention ; or, probably, from an 
overfwaying humour, or jealoufy, and paffion, they may , 
arrogantly prcfume to treat thcin with ftudied indifference, or 
afieifted conteinpt. The concluGons may alfo, by the common 
laws of inference, be natural, and particularly fo at a period 
when the public-opinion has been fo often confounded in the 
mafs of human events. It may, too, be very ju8, and 
my youth imputed to 'me as a crime ; but, be that as it 
may, I fhall neverenvythcm their talents and fuperibrac- 
quiliiions : to the barofreafon and experience, I fhall be ever 
ready to appeal, and to matter of faA. For, after all, a juft pra> 
pofition. whether it fprings in youth, in manhood, or in age, 
carries inlt at once, that internal, irrefragable evidence, which 
no political cafuiftry, no Tuperior Bations, no impofing influ- 
ence of fame or human power, no fweeping force of elo- 
quence or talents, no cabals or interefls of a party, canever 
effeflually baffle or obfeure. Thefe may, probably, even 
for a moment, force a blind compliance, and fecure, uncon- 
fcioully, the fuffrage of the unthinking, the limid, and the 
wavering, but never extinpujh the force of truth, nar /mother 
the voice of nature. The provifion may, tikewife. In its 
nature and operatioji, be unfriendly to the difpofitiont of 
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worth, or true ambition, or of genius and energy to dire^ 
chem, but, immerfed in pleaTures and indolence, or ever 
influenced by the didates of fome worldly intereAs, or from a 
fpiritof falfe glory, and unprincipled ambition, having fome 
ends of their own, feparate from the common good of the 
community, to ferve, or fome dark defigns and mal-praAices 
to cofer. Men who are generally apt to judge from palSon, 
caprice, and jealoufy, and pretty fure to Gnd iault with 
every public- fpiriled deGgn, that tends to infpire noble fen* 
timents, or to diHtnguiOi and reward private merit and virtue 
in the Ihade, with the honour and remuneration due to fiipe- 
rior talents and exertions, and that tends not equally fub- 
fervicnt to their own private views and fenfual pleafures. 

For loyalty, patrlotifm, equity, honour, humanity', diUn- 
tereflednefs, and rational grandeur, are fentiments and 
virtues, that have but little weight in influencing the conduA 
and anions of the man, regardlefs of the future, and unprin- 
cipled enough to run counter to. reafon, or to nQ againll his 
confcience, his knowledge and judgment in fraudulent tranf- 
aflions, andihe gratification of ignoble paffioDs, to aggran- 
dize himfelf upon the ruins of another. To him fecial 
atchievements, moral obligations, and claims of humanity-, 
may onlyferve as fo many opportunities to degrade himfelf, 
to infuU afBicied merit, and decry its noblell eiFufions, For 
fuch a charafler may fecretly exult to fee the man of genli;s, 
worth, and integrity, borne down by adverfe fate and anguifli 
of foul ; or to fee him in a critical fituation, or fcenes of 
diftrefs, facrificed or necefliiated to feek that proteftion and 
fupport, that gcneroCty and power, in foreign countries, 
R which 
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whick {invate 'opprriEoni injuftice, (cepticira, or^ bsiiit' 
lous ingratitude might hare denied him in thdwromoF 
hi> own : and may too, vith VMeh indiSerehce, he&r in- 
jured vinuc and deprefled talents, cryingout with indignant 
feelings, in the words of the nobleSciFio-^" %grma'f^na, 
mta offa tm foffidthh" — and to fee foreign countries taking 
advantage of the circuroftance. 

But the full extended view of the loyal patriot, ttelihetil 
llatefman, and enlightened philoTopher, takes In 3 much 
larger circumference, and aims at far nobler ends, "thefeare 
the difiinguifhed benefaftora of mankind^ the guardians of 
public virtue, the fupport of the throne, the omametita of 
religion, and champions of civil liberty. The ennobled few 
who cultivate fentiments, and difplay enei^es worthy of 
firitifh genius ; bom with capacicies, and digitized wifh the 
approbation of their own initlds^ their exalted rirtiiei aUd 
piety* vigoroufly prefs them to call their fupcribr pSrls and 
talents into aflioti, and render them fenfible of the duty they 
owe to God and man. Their virtues, their ffirits, their 
fuperior pans and eharadler may not probably, for a moment, 
efcape the envenomed rage qf malice, of calumny, or of 
parties ; " but immortality Ihall write their names on bif- 
tory's proudefl page, and endlefs yean fhiall wonder at their 
worth." Nor can their fuperior genius and vinue, their 
wifdont and integrity, their obferVations and knowledge In 
ancient and modem learning, &il penetrating into the dSe'n- 
tial caufes and hidden fprings, which have confpired to give 
different nations at different xras, fuperior power and autbo- 
■ rity. How fer, under the Medici'Sj the AnausTDi'B, Ac 
' Alexandck*b, and bow far, in our own favouritOiOe, uriderfhe 
aufpicn 
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^uTpicn o( our pTefent Soy^keis^, 4n4 io9 Pieii.ici^boile, 
have virtue, fi^Ttttude, public munificence and the proteA- 
i^gof til^nt^ fonttibuted to tl)at glprioiis end; andi in 
tbe revqluf^tu of the world, how often have power, gran- 
deuif aivl dominion, through corruption and venality, 
through flot^^nd cabals of overbearing parties, been loft 7 
From tVrathi: political wifdom of f plan to convert, under 
fhe munificence and auTpices of a Patriot King, and an en- 
lightened and upright Admini^ration, a fraall part of tite 
revenuei into a publip fund, for the protet^ion of talents, 
and the rewarding of merit and integrity, according to their 
rank| their wants, and tbeir deferts cannot fail leceiying 
warm protean, Npr qan it, indeed, fail fecuring the appT(h 
batic^ of every gentleman, imprelTei} wittt a mo;^ ^tife of 
^ut7, and attached to his King apd Cpuntry'9 interefts, an4 
(hft fludies rcli^on and good i:poi;aIs, 

Novice in political knowledge, and the true ans of go-' 
venting, and deficient, indeed^, In difcemment, in viergy, 
in deeifion, and moral virtues, tnufl that ftatefman be, who! 
■annot ferefee the happy national confequences, which 
wouM accrue from fuch a fource ; and from the nobler pri- 
vlfege of fearching out men of talcntf, learning, and inte- 
giity, of hringiug them forward under public patrotiage, 
of rewarcKng theni according to their merits and perfonal 
hraveiy, and rendering them available to the community. 

At; it i( Uie gounJ iatero&fif the Egapireto nutfiilt its con-; 
^Dttnt pattt. an^ the itnprareoKtU of local circumftancei, 
fuivly |)vt|l>cnv>uicc«cpto proteA the ovly davnaf ge> 
piiff, afid t^e devaiion of men of gewu^ tabnta, and ia- 
l^^tjf, t^m ^Siii^ifSt iicqafbnn^bteta^gwiiiivi^ . 
and 
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«nil principles of the BriUfli ConAitution, an objefl worthy of 
thcfirft «ttention. Private patronage may do,cenamlyt a 
great deal, and has, indeed, often rendered the ftate moft 
fubltantial lervicei. But the liberaUty, and unalSfted efforts 
of the oENKKOus JEW, can never prove a reii;^«||r Tuffici- 
ently adequate to meet the exifting evil ; and for the truth 
of the obfervation, I only beg leave to appeal to the tefii- 
mony of any gentleman who fubfcribes towards that lauda- 
ble inflitution, the Utfr<ayFund, and competently examinei 
' the ttanfa^Uons of that honourable foclety. 

If any diftinguUhed charafler, moving in the higher 
fpheresof aflion, were, at intervals of leifure, hut to tran- 
fport him£elf, in inughiation, to the wilds of Ireland, to 
feme parts of North Britain, or to the folitary comers of 
Wales, and other parts of this Ifland, and were, from the 
general compleidon of the timet, and the caufes which often 
flrikingly mark the charaAer of the lower orders of fo< 
ciety, to examine, with Ibme diligence and attentioti) the 
general ftate of the human underftandjng and public morals, 
in fome of thefe refpcAive parts of his Majelly's domini> 
ons; and afler his having thus divefled himfeJf of all p^- 
tical fineSes and prejudices, after his having ftiaped a|l the 
circutnlUnces ui his mind, and examined them with anab- 
folute indifference of judgment ; if after his having fecn 
ingenuous fpiriied youths poHeffed of tafte, and uniting in 
their charaAer, genius, learning, judgment, and integrity, 
formed to enlighten mankind, and bending the trtiole fbite 
of their genius and underftanding, to the interefts of lite- 
rature, and the good of their country ; and having too, 
eitherthrou^ the inability, orfbort-fightednefs and indeci- 
fion, 
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fion, or & too penuriom temper of parents, xbe treuhery, In* 
juftke, and ingratitude of fncndi, or the envy, and malice of 
enemiett to ftniggle, and to bear up, under the accumulated 
difficultiei of fituatton and fiiRuiie, in the profecution of 
lioiiourable ftudics ; if, aiter his having heard the voice of 
oppre&ed virtue, or the complaints of opprcfled innocence, 
and then, as a lover of bis King, a friend to public virtue 
and fjnrit, and a promoter of his Country's interelts, deny, 
if he can, with a free conTcience, the fuilic uiility ef/iah 
an inftittaitn — I lay, if be then can be inexorable enough, or 
offomean, blgotted, andfunkageniustooppofeit, orthink 
its efpoufing any difparagement to his honour, dignity, and 
qualities, I Dull neither envy him his feelii^s, hit ipirit, 
hit fenle, his honour, his policy, his virtue, nor Us talents, 
but ntber confider him in efleA, however diflinguifhcd his 
fphere of adion may be, and whatever external decency, 
and nominal virtues he may fiudioully aSeH, or whatever 
dignity and charms his eloquence may poflefst wretchedly 
de6cient in loyalty and patriotifm, in politics and philofophy, 
in moral duties and religious deeds ; in Ihort, of all the 
great virtues and qualities requifite to confiitute the great 
public charaAer, and the accomplidied gentleman ; or, 
under political fineSe, and accomplifhcd hypocrify, a fwom 
enemy to the true interest and prerogatives of his King, to 
the glories of the ftate, and the effeniial rights of the fubjedt. 

As I 6rinly believe there is not a moral and loyal fubjed: 
of any reafon and reflexion, and political honelty, in all 
his Majefty's dominions, but immediately lees, upon a fliort 
curfory view, the public utility of an infiitution, in its very 
nature and operation, as much fuperior as liberty is to 
tyranny. 
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tjpmtt « ^^ tft *c ^l<»pi of igpwajKS a.ii4 fupcir- 

mttp)^ th^ ^ficKyu interefts hgve different vieyn, or th^r 
tl^ ^q^, ^'f^ pKteatfi itfi;lC ip various Y'^f. t? t^ >ffi,4^t.-, 
Ilai]d!n^ ifi va^ii; circumlbj^ces,; and that, confeijuen^].^ 
in the poljf icfl vie^ of t}^ {[T^^ eu1)lic chara^era, who, yut 
of {ptriotilj)^ difintereftednefs, and public fccpnomy, bcri^c^ 
ihe'ir days, aijdexen tlwif fupertqr i^Vta, ^ the free and 
open, difcufliqn of public traota^Uon?. and vita, in their 
Political career, Hand a« counterpoife to ^dmintflrqtion,, the 
pro^iCoi^ may Ijjt^y, upoQ firft thoughts, agpfar nther 
ineligible, as it mi^^t appear operating as n^eans to throv 
tQQ exot^iUnt a power into the hands of Adminiltratipn. 

Indee.d, it is very n^tur^l t? conclude, extreme p^trioti^, 
and that love pf liberty, ever equally jealous tq p^efervc ib/f 
prerogatives of the crowo inviolate, and the civil righu of 
thcfUbjcAt undiniinifluid, jnay, .oi^ fiiA refledtiops,. en^n- 
der douhts, ev^n in the i^jnds of eDl!ghtc;ied fenators and 
Itatefmen, byt which,. J firmly belipv?, fecond thoughts wHl 
totally retnpve. For the public niind would inftantaneoufly 
revolt at any wicked tyrannical {neans to attam, and to 
cflablilh unjuft afcendancy ; at\d the minillry ^ould fubJeA 
themfelves to the merited anlmadverfions of their King and 
Country, the moment they would defignedly fwervp from 
the line of reflitude, and Ihew any fymptoma of a defign 
to attain the worft of ends by the worft of means. I.nieqn 
by the degrading expedient of wiping a.dvantagc, and impo- 
fing ohiigaiifins on genius, talents, worth, and iiiKS"?! 
under 
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ttib obutb -^ MteUui and hf the m^tffikiVtbti WiA pmaC- 
'G.tatio'a d( Titperibr parts, Sny trty to wound Ac vital ipl*i- 
'd^te of fl» tonflfttttion cf -their ^atititry. Betltewltag 
leavt tolie otadiMtoiid ; 'for no genttelnbn of tHif teystt^ 
firiiAefs ini pitnoHfth, -nih) for a metoetk, "den^ his affi!a^ 
^nt tliai the affiiirs of ftate, Si order to rennet tht ■(StecWi^'fe 
l^tniii fiffictendy fttang, trisy fRdli)jenfiblyM<)alr«, 4ftNt 
certain 'cAiergendei, the Uecdlitr of tiliiaihg fefHai^ 
))f6VtiIoHs, Wtthnedy eify hiddeh <:6iif{ilrt(cie»v 4d»ch Might 
ibjute l^ Vtjfbri^ Aid indeplchilAioe tff the Cinnttiy, ar 
=that rhight, in their hataw and opentkttK, have the leaft 
*iMl(*M!ylo iiibvert the (TonAitutftm, or endanger h)«iMa- 
jHly's "petfon or ^veniVntnt ; (AfJ that eotifiH]iaeMlty, fudi 
fegSfaAive flAsrabyt compatible xrhh founfl^Hcy, eRifliti 
fi»«fci t^rflft piAtddtil Wils which gST« ifaem itinh, itnc 
'4ubiidie<]. SU ^b giv«! iheth'a tfigHlBiitie Ianai«n,.k tMOHHt 
feeyftnathat iftriod, woutd beds injBdfdoas-asil.*wildbe 
nifpiAftit; ; for (hfe.genius'of <Mr civil conIti(iai«n, WMehes 
" d*er in own deftinies. 

As good lind evil in intermixed !n the moral wtfrld, (^r 
God alone, and his eternal truths, arc ^l*a and inrall^ttile) 
-fii in the p(^iti<!a1 wo^ld, inde^ien^ently «f ftfch a {nwiftun. 
Venal hirelings and proftitutes may equally abound in vvery 
nation and every age, and fadHous <fefpatirb, fophifmB, and 
liceniiottlheft find accomplices xnd abeiton. But as we live 
in ihelandof -frdedofn, ^f loj^lty, and national untdn, and 
ti^atheltut tine and the feme <pkit, where oar adrainiftra- 
^n 9n<lpubHccharaA«rs are adteKedandupheldbygivaicr 
principtes and nobler VitiiieE, it would be vncharnable to 
think 
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think enbed peribnagei, fiUing fuch high pods of honour 
and advaaugc, and combining in their chandlers the great 
virtues and qualitiea requilitc to ionn the loyal patrioti anil 
ctHifumoiatc politicianti and honouFed too with the full con- 
fidence of their King and Country, and emulous to lire hc^ 
nouiably in the minds of pofterity, would ever fo in^ori- 
oufly betray that high truft and confidence, or fuffer their 
diarafters to be fulUed trith the indelible ftains of ianAioning 
private oppreflion and breaches of the mofl Gicred and unal- 
terable rules of jullice, (as fuch charaflers would be equally 
as unfit organs to nunage public aSaini as they would be im- 
worthy of public confidence and fupport), by perverting to fi> 
feulacbannel, aPuBLic Riaouaca, defigned by a patriot 
King) and by a loyal, a grateful, and a generous nation, for 
fo noble and glorious a purpofe. And to what higher ho- 
nours can genius and talents, can patriot worth and in£>nna- 
timi afpire, than to promote the public interefts of their King 
and Country, in efpoufing the magnaRimont defignt of aa 
admioiftration of enlarged and upright views ? And the per- 
fon who dares, direAly or indireftlyi to blame fo laudable 
and noble an ambition, gives the grealeft room to fuf- 
peA him of black envy, or grols ignorance. For fuch 
a line little comports with the fentiments and feelings of 
the loyal, the generous, and the good. And under thepa- 
tFonage of wife, enlightened, and upright mtntltfrs, and 
confequently of a government of inflexibleintegrity, firm 
nefs, and vigour, what fublime plcafurcs, and heartfelt fa- 
tisfaAion, muft an inltitution, formed for the noble purpoTe 
of enlivening, encoura^g, and invigorating the feeds of 
genius and virtue, of loyalty and patriotifm, and of reward- . 
ing patriot worth, virtue and integrity, in ftraiinefi of cir- 
cumftances. 
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cutnltaaces, or fcenca of diftrefs, reciprocally ffvt a patriot 
King, and a loyal nation i , 

My fentimenig may be vrantonly nifinterpFeted. and I 
may be told by men who do not perfeiSIy know my peribnal 
cbarafter, and private TentinienEs, butwhot notwithftanding, 
may mean well, and may entertain proper fenfe of refticude 
and moral aftion, but may unfortunately labour under the 
prevalence of party fpiric; or, fy a denning fne, who may 
abfolutely guide their conduA, aflions, and fcntiments by 
the love of prefent plcafures, perfonal inierefts, or pufillani' 
fnous indolence ; men too, probably, deftitute of perfonal 
wonh, political honefly, and public virtue, and who may 
always delight to view the chara^r, the aflions, and Ihining 
virtues of others, through the wrong end of the peTfpe<9ivet 
andregardlefs of the motives and fpringsofvirtue, and every 
objedlof confideration, may feel no fcruple of confcience to 
couple private injuries with public crimes, and confequenlly 
to forfeit their honour and reputation, with every charafler of 
abilities, difcemment, and humanity, by endeavouring, by 
dillngenuous means, impotent inveflives, or private opprelli- 
ons, to divert the direfUoriof talents, loyalty, and pairiotilii], 
from their natural channel, in order the more eafily to attain 
feme petty accommodations at ibeexpenceofafellow-fubjed 
or their country ; and, by fuch fubtle mean sand operations, 
to defeat the ends of jultice, and to form an imferiim in in- 
fn-(», thatmy femimentsappeartobe thefentimentsofami- 
nillerial hireling, who proftitutts his talents for gain ; or, vitt 
vtrfa, to be the iffnes of a mind that muft have fome fecret 
caufe, or right to complain againft fome of the dtllinguilhed 
charaders, who guide the reins of govemment, or that they 
S V tacitly 
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tM of pcKiiasf :l an P*rl!y dwxM lfc« inctpcriemsf / the 

tfoigltt as a^gmMEtHi )• iifplaj iwjr nadt. o£ piiqw: 
jtaeaaa, m jtliEpCnanr W fffiM, wkk atsaracyt that i%bt 
joi^iBMi: of ihc Kcnnit imdarfiandingi an^ pcKdtatiaw, 
iiAi^ «^ the DnCerfnne* of.the t)li)*« aii4 ^tcibd- 
Iba to tfas ;iAira of tW ■»«) or the jx^itlos «f BMnpt. 
iild««4 dK]r aw qksfttontt *bk Icwapcfenif I maft A^toa- 
tMMQycMfAflr I fto&td inlhh platoi dnUm ctatsiil^ sMd 
4h»frM 4ifeufi«B of. For totalua fdU wing tntft tbe h««kUdfc 
«Bdvari40itc<l ficJdaf p«I}iio«y«{ul.to HMOiheabofitieiiaiMl 
^ii^«f tW £i«dt public cvahtiy orMttefaoM vn AefiM- 
tJBsitiesof iaUFe&of JiuToycMv$ovtt«IgWfi»qti» fam^ 
-•»Ar Vkm^lodt a taflc fltotn wUtii I Arink irith ^iMWdtf- 
MeAoa. Foe ihou^ man itwy form ia buttfedf-dit noUaft 
ttfToiafioniy aad, frani ihiA M^tmrnxi ta >iAk4 gAsMiSf, 
addlfbol bsns<ndailDe, niniftp&lf ifi^vlW'Me^MitftiiMll 
ftnoB dF aAivity } periafiisBv tloMdiftcnfliig/ li* aw^ tai 
bat falKttr stMaabhi vr tin vaM^ asi duffefon M tMirit 
t6M Mif faoittw iflMMVMHorpMjbAi, lH>gM*9r«i£iAy«)ff- 
ccned, have ever been wrought up to iAMiacAfasei ftftilPf^ 
are, at leaft, but fpeculative notions ; consequently, to fpeak 
vith-dtBifibtVoMtlw'p^ciEid nutmiviw of ttw sat, Mid to 
-JatfB rigjM judgriaent Apan Bkctai, m laeit profKity dJcfNi' 
«f«a a^ wOtk af paO^ty. 

• Ftir die piv%rTty of raritne^ ant Ad ytriAntif iti«4l 
£wiety» it wctctabvehEeBiirifteltbvpt^Meildiflbt^Mift 
■af fiB w yaan paarcra wertt adjuAei, nei ttmt fS3$ vAtMid 
fttimof hofitlitaes lAfch oikM^d 1^ iMtih trtftifiitfc, tM 
|U3, iiw Ifl maittr ftarst b-mttvetd tke ^oSticdl !ioti«H 
and 
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■Ad nude a fccne of blood in Europe^ were con£ftent wkh 
Ibiind wifdom, and the intierefb of liberal policy, brought to 
a crifii ; uid that peace, and ideas of lodal harmony were 
once more reftored to all the cabinet! of Enrope, iriiicb 
would loon revive the arts, commerce, and agriculture, turn 
the political interetti of Europe to their natural channel) &n 
virtuous induftryi and promote the happinel^ of the world. 
Indeed the magnanimous condud the confederate powere -iif- 
played in their combined ope rationi and political aAions, and 
the £ivoarable turn which 'their political a^rs confequentlr 
took this laft campaign, have difpelled that difinal gloom 
which hung over many minds, and infpired fublimcr coid- 
dence and redoubled energies. And, notwithftanding the 
pro&fled fimtimrati and wifhes of France, intheraidffl of her 
revolutionary chaos, for immediate padfication and national 
.compaA, I am afraid great things yet remain to be done by 
the allies, before the wilhed-fbr period arrives, of eftablilh- 
ing peace on a ftable and lafUng foundation, by bringing 
toa glorious ifltie this arduous and complicated contefl, and 
cfie<fluaUyextinguifhing the jealoulies and public animofities 
of political diicord. 

But, to inveHigate the final obje^s the confederates may 
fecretly have in view, or what farther advantages, orneW 
internal arrangements may be politically expedient to wreft, 
by force of arms, unrelaxed energies, and coercive meafures, 
to preferve the balance of Europe ; or bow far it may be 
politically expedient, previous to anyovertutes of peace. 
can be ferioufiy liltened to by the belligerent powers, to 
depofc the Frtnci Legijlatort of the day from Sovereign 
power and authori^, in order to eftoblilh in France, iIk 
reputed 
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rioted Batumi enemy t( Great Britain, t&e asaent line of 
ftin cBi, and legitunate goveminent, on the broad groimd of 
natioiial policy, and on principles fuiting tlie genius' of ita 
inhabitants, and the ciitnimftancei of the age ; or to inTcf- 
tigatei in a ftatefinan-like manner, the preconceired o^- 
nioni, tlkf pmidples xpd pc^ular prtjaiieOf ifiaeii ratf 
adhnte the bulk of tlie French nation, irith regard to the 
ptMic tnifl of gorannerit ; or, fmn ptditicail idaneebvrei 
and dendied drcumfiances, and tbe geniuaof politics, to 
icanthecbaraifter, abilities, and views of its kadingjlatcf< 
■en and politicians, in order to (es, witha dcgtec.oPaceu- 
rscy, bow &r the govetning powers of the Hate, and the 
whole body of the people in that unhappy country, aie 
unjibn in fiKlings to end a ion of,confular govcmmciit 
upon the ruins of monarchy, their hereditary princes* 
Doblede, and clergy, and upon the particular eledion of a ' 
aillUry geniut into the office of &tt ma^Aiacy, and to 
afliime ptcroguivea royal, uidto rerume at his will the royal 
diadem, and accord in ientiments to fet their feal of ratifica* 
tlon to die ftipulated conditions of the contraA that frxcm- 
mifiy fobfifts there at the prefent moment, between the go- 
▼eroor* and the governed, are quefUcuu quite foreign to my 
nemand purpofet. I lay that frecarifiifiy fubflfts there, 
bccaufe, without religion, without govermnem, and witluut 
law, but that of the baytHMt and a palHoaate impulfe, it 
cafuiot he ftable or permanent ; and military defpotifm u a 
hideout fyftem. 

' Bat, at a fteady friend to peace, (I mean a permanent 

peace, worthy of the honour, independent, and national 

fpirit of Great Britain, >a well at of the other Eun>pean 

ftates) 
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Kcri nawv ^ (JsniM htkf i g p r n r tH y cMcmtig k Aor tO 
tevt bc«n iiiflKd, th>l a. for of Ar ahinflrn m Pnncrv 
wkwu -fenane jwsraiiAtrei'OMtlfiiitKkis Mlibe thettM vSiAc 
world, Bod'by «'«pnctiruBoe of, cictikinftHlMs^ elcTstQ^ inu* 
CMfidcaarfmete«Rig(Mnimbu8ani,patndlK«*nglilooiFH&^ 

tb« ftmdnwtitliiR of «very-ci^ gmatiaeu, wid ithkfa 
hive JSaicipt wMjr n^erpUiic brnf^mttx, anU jonAvfai^ 
tfafe 'awtoi')' iri taiB hM iak^fa of ^ntifeiy i nxl'^gBricnn* 
cMrt^H i^'BAR <!>mfSakwi and ftsaui vMry.nbcitti an 
feWmtih^tNe eteiie of ite> nbb»p^ («A?rtiy of (h« «Mf«)rM-> 
nate touW XVI. and' to Kik« an tffive itlt<»l«Biig p*r! in 
tficftienHMftigattd faftty rffte fe*«fiifH[Jfeiigloyi«fl!f,»Hd 
by the iid of ftffi, courage; an* alrffitift, to tunrtife J«fr- 
fie ffprnion to its r^htchatmel ; ancT, by (ubftitotfng pa*tr, 
«^fijbni, ' snd gaoAets, ill the nb»t of (AHbttfttmray. fttttdf; 
in J fcTPintereft, at In etfcerWarijf ift tfie Wpw gf fl U tom 
(M^, wbot {efflitft}t;ly, from ihi-ir M^fitwt, dHJ: riM wy 
ftimit and «lencc <e>f Aetr gsmmxittttf Alt « plViCtm iil 
Trikigihe' rights of vtAoiy WiA tigvuff tnS tbcfer fucorlln 
AMy «a enfiove ; find, «<»flftiai» of Aek «nf» JtiCWpasMms 
diteA with wifdDRi, iMderalioa, Md^fimmcftiAc mlaaaet 
■ad vnergtes- of iIm ftaie, and nogsaUvfc- irf'a'Kvf tto«f 
)ioa«Utv (riefidnrip, and iM^fHsn, « mil tn «f laWt ttH' 
giany atid.li&eny, wntMdyatnftedsMrrof tfil«tit>, »)R*i^ 
and etKTgy, on bare fulpicion, and exultingiy tjJ M leia Md 
them unheard and untried; in order, by a more practical 
ffflaai of policy and happiai ccnjUiiftiDn of cven£s,iD AuRch 
Itfcant utter rinn, and m rsifA gcstnaiij, froa£'theallK>«f 
tbe iwobirioa, adicifatv jRid ineUgiw, anoinitlAcld fenn 

of 
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of g^FcnuneiU, eompriicd otKma, ho^M, tad C»MU«itit 
lifm ibe cftjiblUlwd priiu;ipIaB which oonAkute -raiHuul 
libc(cyt tol upon a nail ettaSedfyfleni of lawt to irtfoft 
propmyt and to guarantee the ng)u«> iibemee, and bcaatf 
of the goveroor jiod the govTEnod. 

A( it feemi, on all handc, to he the decided of^nion of 
every veU-lnibmed gemlea^ni who hu h»d oppaitunitint 
aod direfled his atientjon apd Tagwitr to ewntDc -natrowlr 
into the prJncifileB and features nhtcb ferm the leading traits 
of the national cham^r of the Franch, that pcaos and har- 
mony, th^ natifMial profperity and mutual canfidence, that 
(sUlcd priDciplea and good g»V4nnnent vill be but precari- 
008 Ccnurci, till Kingi and n iimitf4 oonitiiution, are icdoted 
to France. It is an qpinion loo, fminded upon no bypo- 
theGs, but unequivocally fanflioned by ancient and modem 
hifioricsi mi wbidi expoience hai pnivcd to be u ionriafcle 
f«^, lor »3i republican formi of govcmnieiit, that attained 
to My (nodotni independencet and dignity, dilplayed only 
the angimd gniw tf tbt forau Jhek ; and Tihatever ground- 
left pnjvdicei and ioconliderate hatred, the people, ohite 
ilie radKal power woa nomuialiy inveftcd in ifaem, (for To 
ungovemahle have f^nerally been thec^^tricc and licentiouf' 
Mia of a inob)eneTttiiiedajpu]ft the nameof MoHARCHT, 
cbey alma^St ia their aufpiciousxraai leaned to the >rHifio ; 
and after having proudly fcoracd, for a time, the acknow- 
ledgHKfK of rejpd authority, and civil fubordination, be~ 
ctme in the cnd> itoai their onn tyranny or folly, or wealc- 
Btit, the paffive inibunems of thplrown deftat ; and &om 
whwh indafieieaoe, and wiuched c«nmuiuty, they either 
gredtialiy refc into elevation of ideal, and by the teflbm of 
experiencf, 
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d the fleady maxims of wifdom and policy, 
modelled anew their genius into monarchy, or became* 
through the means of internal feuds and divifions, eafy 
conqueft into. foreign powers. .And how far the military- 
parts, and afpiring genius of a Buohapakte, or the dexte- 
rity and political talents of a Sieves, are adequate to the 
taSk of forming from the cliaos of the revolution, and the 
prefent counter'machi nations and civil difcords, a fpecies of 
legijhuion or government in alt its ctrcumfiances, upon 
republican principles, or bafis, fuiiing the genius of France, 
and the equilibrium of Europe ; or,' indeed, contiftent with 
the ellablilhed maxims of European polity, is, I foitcy, a 
problem too obCcure for human fagacity, wifdom, or fore- 
light, t* clear up in the intermediate time, or afcertain the 
confequence to a degree of precifion. 

Indeed, the fatal cataftrophe exhibitedat the clofeof (he 
eighteenth century, to the world, in the Bourbon line of 
Princes, will ever ftand on the page of hiAory, a perpetual 
monument of the itiAability of human greatnefs ; and, in 
eoniemplating the tragic fubjeA, what fublime plcafures 
would fpring up in the bofom of all loyal patriots, in feeing 
again, an illuftrious fomily, which, from the highefi gran- 
deur, foil, by this revolution, in a moment of time, into the 
moft bitter afflit^ns, misfortunes, and calamities, (calami- 
ties which have nearly hurried Europe over the precipice of 
dedruiftion ; and in their enormity fuScient to caufe any 
charader attached to the welfare of fociety, to fhed tears 
of grief,} refiared ly the fpantaneous vtice of a free and bytl 
feoplf, into their ancient rights, dignities and honours, I 
appeal to the fontiments and foclings of every loyal, vir- 
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tuoin Tulqefif (Ufinterefted chtiftiao,- and iHtnd of buna* 
nitf. fiat, in making this obfervatioBi I once* for all) 
beg leave tooUerrt, that. I am a no party man, nor ever 
wHl be the tool or abator of any fa^oui party. In the 
lanx light aaerery other, peaceful fubjedl, I enjoy, in cam- 
nan, the cb^nered rights of BritiOi Freedom, and of ouf 
invaluable. Conl^tuUon — the pride and boafi of Britain^ 
and tlK admiiatiiHi and eovy pf the world. Neither it my 
pen .gui<led,by any party vtcws, indiridual iniereft, or 
unqualiSed.paniality. I love and revere my SovsaaicH^ 
and rcfped hii MiNisTsaa; andtoefpoufe, tfaeintereftof 
my King and country, and the .upright meafuret of MiniAry, 
is a duty which every rcHcfiing, loyal fubjeA, as well 
aimytaltf will ever hold, facred and inviolate, and are, ac- 
cording to our ftations, ranks, and abilities, in allejgance 
bound to diliiiiarge. 

With regard to party diftinAifins,, and political cabak, 
they are. expedients! ever have, in principle, aodftiUdo 
utterly deprecate. For party intereft, in general, aroufci 
jealoufy, and jcaloufy inflamo diflerence, which fecretly 
hurts the public interefts, and the vital principles of eftab- 
liAied <»der. Beiides it may ferve as a prologue to ftital tra- 
gedies; as it may eventually have an overbearing fway, 
and make rapid ftrides in its pTogrc^, to form head.againft 
laws, and i» defeat the ends of juftice, and, by little and 
little, be impemepubty carried into the uunoft llretch of 
defpMifm. A ftate whiclLvould even fluckle the fneedom 
of inquiry, and enflave the powers of the human under* 
Jtinding, and change us, from an enlightened, into a barba- 
rous peo^c. 
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It fa a <tid«atli<iy r rfb d i i w, d»t dwartfid gteriaM^ 
and Aeret -cAbak, ^ obfiHwe/^ijpMtT Md p«Wr-iuc(wn'- 



5yGOC>^IC 



»3» 

«»Rldliii0b ioiBwiftd in prefent . pleafuret* ft(ip4 f«tlu' 
alit4ii.or la«lBfi,wenTisH)a?% ifuroifbc pcecqm of juf' 
tipf, ma4M9M<n tiO^ bon^yolcRoe, and vioUte : the fixed 
w4 inftrMtbit d«t»li«» oftit^ dvtwfi and ntu^V obklpiloM, 
or whateym'fcorB.Vfid coMsmpt tlMy mf iMBtonlT! uft oi, 
piety and viriue, on aAs af tnuni&cence, and undlflembled 
Ifyal^ Nid', dtfiAtui piiAice;^ 4w¥. «!^ c'bi'^c)^ I OM 
ogOytRMwilb'ilntiNtjb .and ewof kvw to tVi'inoTPr 
tmhit, :^'wiA.' flicb pw&nit' f«ne cf aqpiniiM M or jif. 
i«aft»)i anili nothingih' e i ^ j ter i mttr Kf Mufe th^te finoi'' 
thafe MiidwHatti wAnavi pnAifMw a*d foidU tRc««ieA|r 
yAaiA nay'lMtnimb -the jMRM^'o£dieiFfiwl<and&cu)tin^ 
tB'tfadnablMnteraifeof iUifltnoWtfttof riitite- an4' AilF' 
tti» liboaUiy^' M Atf diArinw««iotw ^ lAyftby* **A 
4itoN«fted[M^&f- tfrety fliOij^wlM g«Al«maii: W IH^lslr 
vfam. Md-poUtiiM Sifpcknf* will tMUb hiA to litoiMiUir 
IpMtlM-lM4t»«f Aftdbje^ th wNidMtand jrtiyMf p*iU»- 
«f »!•«)' vtdr eoBftq^iMdyr *» dAvMUn idSnIitMatf) 
tv-liin- 1' dai» *t^t' >»^ W ItiiB- '■l' l«Miwa*M* MI M< 
fupported. Truih and reafon are not to be«1lAedi'tHr< 
principled ambition, and particular interefUt nsayi for a 
moment, affiia^difiNgardiiisjlMt*^ but tbc]>«iil-«ltlmatcly 
triun^VAd pn*»l; 

And as ni«a'( con<^^ tditjfS'iAi tttl ifU fiMf ^plana* 
tion of bis mMivct, upon ihofe points 1 reft fatisfied, Be- 
caufelestf. fttcbrifefeneeanJfaftWur, cattfiAfttfy'aA'aiKif; 
liar dim? !s' iliu. iif sk 6is' M'ajetty^ ^rtduiuni^ 4 dii^^ 

the public work, andto dojuftice-totbc-great afiutting prin- 
«plei» 
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cipl», add oceitiplary virtues, to the political wiHibM, and 
fupcrior capacidn of oar AdrainifiMtian, and the'other 
great public cliaraflen, who tread thfc ftage of {luUic lAianr 
and thathave any way figiulized thmirelvet in ikc fervke ' . 
of their King and CboiUry, and the good of "SHeletf.' 

For, hmfleAing lipon the pTodigiousi and' complicated 
AfficuUies, our piUblic cbariiAer*, among whom your T»ik 
and virtnet' enable you' to Jbnn a' dUIihguilhed ifigure,: 
have had, fromdme tothne, K> bear up utuler, andtofiftr*' 
nount and gain, on confidering the magnantniity, the con* 
flancy, the energy, the wifdora, the integdty, : difiMe- - 
teftedncft and ability, difplaycd in the execution of all the 
arduoui afiaira, attached to their high offices and fituaiione, 
and indeed in all the public aiSimi of the thnes, to wlxmif ' 
coUe^lively and individually,- may, I prefume, with truth' 
and juftice, be applied that juft and well earned eulogy^ 
which the itigeniouB and leanied Poet Laurbat, paysdiaf 
that illuftritfus" patriot, and ever memorible charaite, niy 
late Loap Chatham : — 

«• With Urn M pwtb! fiimnir InterrenTd, 

» Cbcdc'd cifins woith, or floch and tmdKi? fluEen'di 
'* True ajunge, only, honauT'i meed could cUim, 
" And i«a2 laeiit led to certain fjune*"* 

And upon tbefe conlicferaUons, which, I trufi and finnly 
believe, are founded in truth and Juftice, and fenfible of 
the advontagci which muft inevitably accrue from liberality 
and public munificence, to the advancement of the arts and 

• Vid. H. J. Pt«, El^/i. N*Bci*T.*, ptgt id, line 588. et fcq. 
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the iciencM, and confequentlf to the interdU of fbdety, 
md the glories of the fUte, the liberal experienced ftatef- 
nan, and getKrous patriot, by nhalever namn they may 
be difl^nguifhed, by the ignorant, the unt h in k ing, and the 
vulgar, will concemplatfc it in more elevated and gldrioiit 
polnti of view, and their political f^acity and elevated 
undeillandbigs ; their magnanimity and difintereftednerst 
will, with peculiar force, tend togive'it every countenance 
and fuppbrt in their power. For every inferior conliderationi 
and unjuft jealoufy, will be utterly abforbed'at once, in 
the great national objeA it afplres to eflabli(h;'and to do 
juAicc to tnirit, and the virtuous motives and honourable' 
exertions which prbduce it, is always the part of the gene* 
rous, the byal, and the brave. 

, Becaule an aUblute indifference and unconceinedneft for 
die chanfien of men of talents, virtue, and integrity, in 
affliAion, or fer protetfting the early dawn of genius, and 
pronifiog wonh in the fliade, and reduced circumllances, or 
fat the general intercfti of the arts and fciences, and to keep 
public virtue and fpirii in countenance, would be unpar- 
donable in any civilised liate, and greatly finning againft 
poftetlty. 

I. mull hoiteftly and Ingenuoufly declare, notwithllanding 
the high ofuniohs arid unbounded confidence, which arife 
from the deference and veneration I entertain fof the plibllc 
ind private virtues of the perfonage I do myfelf,' now, the 
honour of addreffitig, and which, confequently, prompted 
me to give, in this letter, a full developement of my fenti- 
nents, that T feel myfelf imperioully called upon by every 
fcntiment 
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fentuiMiib 9f ttgui, e&tm^ and coiifideTiitfon, hua^ t«, 
loficit Tour ptrdon. Sir, for having trtfpofled fo Iqng oa. 
yttur nalted . Kclins^K «i4 g«narolity o£ nund: for I 
(^9ufd'grav too y^IumiBous for a lettor, if lw«fc [ofeUov- 
uj> this, fub^<^ as &r as it htquM (o. Indeed mf Utta haa.. 
already &r exceeded the bounds Grit' picf^ribedk., apd^ be-. 
fides,, ftom my pr«fei)t (t^i^gfments and hurry ,<tf trritilgf. 
tiK opprdfive device*, and gounter-nw^hinatioiu. of « tuf. 
eea!eJ cert/firing fiw, X am avaie Riy rentimofi^ Ifi curfiirily. 
hinting the expediency and political necelfity of eflaSlifhing^ 
a Public Fundr under legiflative patronage, baving for iti. 
objeA and tendency, the relieving and re.»vding o/ meiit- 
wid virtue^ in ftraitncfs of circunjftancaB, and feenes pf dif- 
trefs, and by removing the obfirutfUona of fortune,[to-lliinu- 
late genius and talents in honourable purTuits, are neither 
conceived with that accuracy of concepticHi/ and depth- of 
judgment, nor CQinbined with that precifion and ekgfuiec o£ 
language, nor with that coolnefs and clo{eue{»of Kaiomagf. 
I could have vilhad ; for depth of reafoning^ elocpKncCy 
and nethod. v c not oviy the fok produce of mere natuiai 
talents, aad. logical iaculcicsi but aUb «f; Uteraiy leifure. 
My feotitneut* and pofitiona, tw* (n Hk e^mnwudinKlkU^ 
of logic a^d nice ramification of fuperior arguments aw 
feldom the- portion of youth), ate probably liable to be mif- 
ippiebfiiifad, and laifinteif reted by nuads Aat bRVO: aercr 
boen properly qilt^teoed by educatioar or that (uvci. ui^ 
lbitunatel)r|^ by the. deep. imprdSont of &Ife prejfidioev ia 
their drft tnining, and by (uhfcquent c^nmedUons and con-. 
vetfationq,^ been narroved'te, perfonal regyrdsi. and bit to. 
benevoknce^ But by Yvp^ Sir, who have fo eminently 
and f9 long diftiqjpiilhBd youifelf in the «nml>. and poli- 
tical 
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If I luve ««t lueanly renounced my widerftancKng; fa». 
varnifh the bafer drudgeries of vice, or to fubfthuM fnjuri* 
out deceptions for truths ; and if my conceptions, my fenti- 
MKiHs, And fcrioitsffre not MMiIdjidM^polifiwd'Wii^ allelic 
depdi of reading, (he grace&l etegonoc and f>MM{Mam 
poKtene^ of the aooooipIifiMd cawnier, ^eHr-gencmut feci' 
bigt, and Uberal frntlmeiMt, and elevated idcM of humMitl?, 
■re dw powerful advocates I htxve ta^ead myMtaHfa. Yoof 
ditceliiing tpirit, and c^rtwA judgmvnt may kavcwiAM^ 
n>y ^lou^EB tiad bc«ii more ootaprefled, or xhu I fluked 
more rtic gnceaof fiylpi tht deHfUe^iunt of cKptcCenand 
cleganca of difcourle. For I can «i^ly amicipate mj 
ihoughta, and open franknela «nd ityle I doti««rcd ro>y 
leniinwntt JA* may appear too civcianfianita), prohalilv 
^fJay too imicli ^ntiment and «locution, to tnindi acctif- 
tomed to aoutendrs'of argumom, profoani tliinking, and to 
CMnpiize thair tbougfaig witfa niajeltic force and grandeur ^ 
'ftw wwds, and that have attained to all the force of rigjbt 
nafonlng, and purity of fiyle, but dm may be an ardiM'ns 
ditng for thefublimettcapacttyt audit an acquiiilion.attatned 
only by the juoiciovs *nd wortht f»w, the t.uaiiM<i- 
Kies or KKowLEDOE, THE oaXAHENTs or aELtciosi, jtvv 
THK HONouas Of CKiTiciGu; andt depending too, not a 
little on experience, on diligence, and attention ; confe- 
quently, every atknonledged judge of Ayle and compofU 
tion, 14 fenGble anougli of thefirftdifBculties to fisirmouckt 
one's felf, a polite, elegant, and appropHate ftyle, and-to 
approach that ideal perfeftion of compolition. And as his 
fentinients 
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finuimetits we tlie jattr noima, his intelleAuftl deginw^ 
or inbred greatnefi of nund in the contempluing of objefb, 
knoiri too, how to make juft allowances, and from before 
his tribunal 1 ftull never flinnk, and by hit decifions I will 
readily abide. 

The wiTdOm of crulingi in an ingeniom and profbuod 
nation, a public refource upon principles of prudent oecono- 
my, to encourage pu^Iic-fpirited deligns, andprotefl patriot 
worth and merit, againft the cafualties, or cruel reverfcB of 
fortune, is felf-evideiU to every welt -informed gei\tletnat)t 
|>o0cSed of raafculine fenfe and penetration, to trace the 
fintrcc whence a nation derives internal llrength and vigour, 
and acquainted with the fprings of politics, and the obA«- 
cles which men in power, (however grating to their generous 
fenfations, and repugnant to their' patriotic wilhes) may ofteii 
'feel, through concurrence of clrcumliances, to proteA ta- 
lents and merit in emergencies, or unforefeen preffurc of 
circumQances. And, on the other hand) to fufier yonths of 
genius, knowledge, and independency of fpiriC, to Hand 
alone and unfupported, wheh not accompanied with the fplen- 
did popularity of fortune, till their premature lofs may be 
publicly experienced, or, their noble fpirit, vigour and viva- 
city may be fubdued with affliftion, tends to heighten the 
prejudice of ignorant minds, and to iink, in the midlt of 
commerce, and its concomitant companion, wealth,'and plea- 
fures, and otherwife regulations, polite literature, the arts 
and fciences in public ellimaiion, and to ha that dellruAive 
fpirit of party politics, avarice, and mean prodigality, and 
to difplay to the world and pofierity, calloufnefs of heart 
toward the dlftrcffes and neceflities of charaAers, whom that 
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cxfOicioui goddefa, Fortunei who, often nuintaiDB a fort of 
rivatfliip with otafcvilipe fcnfe aod wifdom, may not have 
diflinguifhcd wltli all the glofi <^ falhion, and tinfel trap- 
piogs of w«aUh, CO meec the vulgar or empt/ minds, but 
whO) Dotwithflanding, pofieiled by the bounteous gifts of 
nature, of fuperior part*, public fpirit, and Integrity ; con- 
fequently to remove obftaclcK from the way of genius and 
talenta, (the original fource of all our indufiry, commerce, 
wealth, and power) ; and to raife humiliated worth, and 
injured virtue, fuperior to the vile arts, ftraiagems, and re- 
fencipeat of private oppreUions, by generous encourage- 
ment, and public ifiunilicence ; and to call fentimetUs of 
loyoltyandpfttriotifm, of honour and vabur, into life and 
atfUon, fuhfervient to the mutual interelts of our King and 
Country, of religion and morality, are the noblefl ideas 
ckeri(h«d in tlie foul of man, and of the lalt importance to 
the publk good and wel&re of Ibcieiy. This generous print 
cifilc of a^UoHi or ennobled maxim of policy, renovated 
public fpirii, and, in fanning geniu) and emulation, ratied 
many ft nation, in the fuccelEon of ages, from indolence and 
ignomice, langiwr and decay, Into wealth, tumour, power, 
and independency. Indeed, thq public records of the world, 
as far as they reach us, exhibit unequivocal proofs, that 
where uniformity of feniiments exifted upon that point, and 
adi&itcrefted di&eming fpiric in the Sovereign and the Ka- 
. tion, to fele^l fuperiority of pans, talents, and integrity, ta 
he the adrainiltrators of public aSiun, and public juftioe, 
and a dttermined rcfolutitHi to fupport them againft clandef- 
tine arts and fli^tagamfij the innincancous eife£tt wrought in 
die profperity, refource, an4 dignity of fuch kingdoms, 
hive never been indiifercDC. T}us is afTuming a no difputed 
U part, 
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part, orpattyqueftion, nor thedecilioaof pailionanil preju-' 
dice ; ibr where there remains but a fpark of generolityv 
humanity, or genius, there can be but one mind and one 
opinion upon the main fubje<fl. Emulation is the foul o€ 
aflion ; and the adoption of a well concerted plan, founded 
upon principles of loyalty, honour, and pairiotifm, and hav- 
ing for its objeft, the proteiflittg of talents, patriot worth, 
and integrity, from the iron fcourge of afflidion, and to fti- 
rtiulate iheir refpeiSive geniufei, virtue, and capacities, in 
purfuit of laudable knowledge, the polite arts, and fciencea ; 
and that in order to prevent fuperior talents, under any cafual 
misfortune or cloud of affliflionsi yielding to defpair,but to 
rife in perfeverance and valour, proportionable to thedifltcul- 
ties orcrowd of obftacles, they may inevitably have to en- 
counter in the atchievement of any great defipis, would be 
of undoubted advantage to the public good, and, in every 
, point of view, deferving of the unequivocal.fupport and 
countenance of the higheft authorities, and firft-rate ftatef- 
men and politicians. Becaufe truth and nature are every 
where the fame, and invariable in their operations; and, 
whatever gentlemen may fay, the fame caufei, " caimt 
parihu:," will ever produce, while the world exifts, the fame 
effWts. 



The hiftory, the charafler, and manners of a nation or 
kingdom, are infeparably conneified with 'as literature ; and 
while every individual member of the body politic, panici- 
pates of the public advantages atiling froih the labours of 
men of genius and letters, there may be, comparatively 
fpeaking, but few, very few, who may have tlie gift of dif- 
ceming and patronizing aflUAed genius—*' a gift, which, 
like 
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like that of genuine poetry, is only bellowed on the chofen 
few, by the peculiar care of Heaven :"' 

" nequeenim, nlfi cxirui ab orm 

Dili ftipoiii, polerlt migno fuiffe Poeue," 

Uhconfcious of a true greatncfe and dignity of foul, and 
judjfing of enterpriies by events, the molt fortunate man 
pafTes with the unthinking for the greateft ; and, without con- 
fidering how lar the event of an enterprize depends on 
caufes and external circumftances, the public often impute 
■ that fuccefa or viciflitude folely to the condufl or njifconduft 
of the man, which may appear, when all the caufes are 
weighed together, to be the effeft of the manners, of the 
fpirit and genius of the age, and other concurring circum- 
llances of the times, I am aware bold ingenuous trutlis may 
-be decried, and ignorantly confldered the offspring of pride, 
vanity, and prefumption ; but, be that aa it may, this is 
neither a political paradox, nor an empty chimera. Caufes 
have their eSe^, and, indeed, by the laws of nature, there 
ii nothing llationary under the Sun. And, in better itluftra- 
lion of the point iu queftion, I beg leave to quote a paragraph 
from the writings of an elegant author, juAly admired as a 
legiAator and pbilofopher, by the civilized world, for his 
confummate wifdon, pohtical knowledge, and ennobled 
fenttments of humanity. He is Montesquieu; and, if 
tbefe principlcG are falfe or precarious, I appeal to the reafon 
and underAanding of the learned, and the reile<5)ed light of 
experience. His fentiments are thefe : viz. " Fortune never 
interpofet in the goifernrocnt of this world, as we may be 
convinced of this truth by the Romans, who enjoyed a con- 
tinual fericsof profperity, when [hey regulated their condud 
by 
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by one invariable plan ; but they fuffered an uninterrupted 
train of calamities, when they aflcd upon different princi- 
ples. There are a fet of general caufes, either moral or 
phyTical, which operate in every monarchy, and either raife 
orraaintain it, or elfe involve it in ruin. All accidental con- 
jeAurei are fubordinaEe to ibefe caufes, and if the hazard of 
a battle, which, in other wordt, is no more than a particular 
caufe, haa been deftruftive to a Rate, fome general caufc 
prelided, and made a Gngle battle the inevitable ruin of that 
flate. In a word, ibe tenienty ^ the main frmcipJe Jrtnus 
tfler it ^l the particaJaT inti^nts." 

The loyal thoughtful cbaraAer may, however, aOert vrilfi 
truth and juftice, that naiional indiflerence about enterpriee 
of public importance, ever proved unerring fymptoms of 
langvor atKl decline ; af)d tbcftliiiati coBftltulion tnay, in 
fome me^ilre, refemble ths ImtnoH, which, the faculty ob- 
fen«, often carries within it, even when moft firm aai 
Uoomy, noxious qualities and feeds nf death, from want 
of flcill and ettcution to the principle of human It/e, and 
proper regimen of health. But, be that as it may, the prin- 
ciples are felf^vident, and re^on and experience fet it be- 
yond ditputei that there ai« certain epochs or conjunflures, 
in the hiftory of nations, trhtch indifpenfably require a 
greater portion of magnanimity and wifdora, of predent 
iirtegrity, moderation and difintepeftednds, in the manage- 
ment of public refburce, aad great affairs of flate, in order 
to keep the great maxims of policy, and fprings of power, 
in cotKert, ftrength, and vigour, dianlfte world in genenl. 
(at leaft in appearance), may feem inclined to acknowledge ; 
and that is when the influx of commerce, and glory of arms, 
have 
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have reached their meridian fplendour. It is then dial 
fpint of honour, loyalty, and patrioiifm, wants affimilated 
eSbrts, and renovated vigour, or, in other words, maflerly 
fchemes of politics, fagacity, and fortitude, toraife fuperior 
to the temptations of furrounding pleafutes, and the footh- 
ings of intrigues and private intcreffi. Becaufe, to cultivate 
the public mind, and civilize the manners in fchools of po- 
litenefs, and to keep affive loyalty, martial courage, and 
heroic patiriotifm, in full life and vigour, in the centre oC 
commerce, wealth, and pleafures, requires a power, a 
greatnefs of underftanding, and addrefs in politics, of which 
the generality of minds can form no adequate conceptions^ 
nor make very liberal allowances. 

If the coalefced powers are cordially united by a fpirit 
of honour, and are, in their fettled plans of operationa 
fuperior to any contrafted viewt, of private inlerefts, and, 
vfiih their combined forces, breathe but oat and the fame 
fplrit; and it being alfo true, that in the political, like 
the inleltcAual world, great objeAs alone extlted the 
latent enei^e 9 of great powers; neither age nor countriest 
ever exhibited, in the flow of centuries, to mankind, afield 
more worthy of martial courage, and united efforts to pcfcuc 
monarchy, religion, worth, and nobility, from the fullage 
of demolifliing principles, and of terminating all our wifhec 
and endeavours, in that one generous ambition. The con- 
federate armies, by received accounts, have the advantage 
of numbers, and with fuperiority of genius, or judgment 
' to plan, und an irrefillible intrepidity, to execute, their a^ 
ing in concert and clofe union, with each other, may enable 
them, this enluing campaign, to crown their joint-operations 
with 
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with (uccefl» that may have decided confequcnces. If ibcy 
a& itpoD diSerdnc principles, I wifh others would draw the 
inferences ; but to admit even now for a moment, though 
purpofes maybe thwarted by events, that the attentions and 
ulents. the vigilance and experience, the military know- 
ledge and intrepid a^ivity, of thofe exalted geniufcs, who 
conftituted the foul of the coalefced powers, will be fwayed 
by any inconfiderable motives, or remain undetermined in 
tlieir meafares, and fulfer the glories of their refpe&ve 
countries to be collapfed, would be ungenerous, and preci- 
pitate— the tajk is arduous, great, and noble, and the high 
refpcoi&bUities of fuch a lituation, require invincible forti- 
tude, of vigour of body and mind : — Far, viitioul qucfiion, 
whatever coUifion of fenliments may, in confequence of 
the d^rufUvc genius of the times, the private intcrefls of 
party, or the effervefcence of paiSons, cafually exill for a 
momcDt, upon the main fubjefV, this is a war that makes x 
confiderable asra in the records of hillory, and will be fo 
contemplated by poftenty. Perhaps the landed and mer- 
cantile interelb, bad never, from impending dangers, more 
ar ftake ; and (to the unpleafant fenfations of humanity, 
xnd the regret of loyalty and true patriotifm), it feems from 
the adopted principles of public adlimi, and the concur- 
rence oi Europe, that a fuccefsful termiiution of the com- 
mon cauTe, or the accompUIhment of political views, de- 
pends alone upon well concerted preparations, and the full 
devclopement of national energies, and national refources. 
In a word, the glories or misfortunes of ages yet unborn, 
XK now made dependent upon the events which are about to 
be difplayed to aftonlfli Europe, on the great fcetie of aAton, 
and, it may be faid, that the civilized world is kept on the 
tiptoe 
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tiptoe 6{ fufpence, and wrapped up in the cloud of unoer' 

But, after all, in this age of civilization, and national 
polity, it is neither military parade nor tranquil courage, or 
boldnefs in firing the cannon in the fielJ, nor appealing with 
fprightly impetuofity to the bayonet, (aUhough it nuy hold 
fortune a little longer at bay), when circulation fails within 
the body politict credit Magnates, and nothing difcemed 
within, in confequencc of revolutionary mavims and demo- 
lilhing principles, but mutual jealouHes, fplendid tnifery, 
accumulated wants, and financial derangements, that diftin- 
guifhes the wil<loni and goodnefs ; the magnanimity or true 
heroifm and benevolence of » nation in the opinion ot fur- 
rqunding powers, nor -the wifeR means to reftorc Its fortunes, 
or to revive public confidence, and to raife into weight aiKl 
power, in the fcalc of nations. That is founded on a nobler 
bafis, viz. — Upon the reftotation and eftablifhment of good 
and lawful gnvemmetit, the arts of peace, moderation and 
equity, the improvement of agriculture and commerce, the 
cultivation of- the polite arts and fcienees, upon gcncrofity 
of anions, reciprocity of friendftiip, and a fpirit of emu- 
lation ; the fuperiority of genius, like that of Adminiftra- 
tion, vifibly appears from its principles of aiiian ; and the 
fate of every ■ great or confiderable enierprize, depends 
upon ttmct profound policy, or deliberation to plan, and 
intrepid courage or abilities, to conduft well concerted 
plans, .and'fortuiia^e circiim fiances. The names of Alez- 
AKDtR, of AvouBTUS, of LosENzo DE Medio, would 
never have fecurcd the efteem and veneration of fucceeding 
ages, as being the guardiaif geniufes of their times, had they 
been 
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been only cmutous to feck ieU-aggxxadixemeat, or th^r 
virtiwa been only milicary. The truth is, inftead of dmv- 
ing their whole merits from force and poner, they had, like 
TiMOLiOH, Other more exalted qualities, and nobler virbies, 
and ti were thofe alone, that eternized their iminortal glo- 
ries, and fpontaneeully fecured them the a^^nvbation of «il 
charaAers, in fucceeding generations, capable of ob&rving* 
with diftinftion, and of admiring, with knowledge. Upon a 
retrofpcAive view of the genius of poilticsi and the complex- 
ion of the times, Ui», however, to the regret of the patriot, 
ilwifenllbility of the friend, and the fulUge of honour, a 
lamentable h&, and admifiible truth, that loyalty and pa- 
tnolifm, intelligence, and fpirited aAivity, may, for a 
moment, particularly among the illiterate or tnligDificant 
fubjcA, the virtuous and deserving, for their eeconomy, con- 
i\i£t and valour, to many an unfounded imputation ; and 
difloyalty and dllaffei^ion, maybe the watch-word, or bafe 
weapons reforted to, by left-handed wifdpm, and confcious 
inferiority of parte and talents, or by the heart-bumiDgSi 
lonr policy and ambition, of a Jealous few, to deprefs, iq 
the dark, and to keep in the back ground, (if poQible) the 
man whip vigoroufly dares to think for himfelf, ^nd to fub- 
due the afflifUons of fortune, or that raifes himfelf, is being 
the aichiteifl of his own fortune, into fame and celebrity, 
by all tjie ways of a man of genius, honour, and fortituder 
But to alfent to (ach abfurd noiioni, or doctrine, when 
once di&(ft(dt and traced [o the ortgiiwl fourc$, wbat 
VHNild it be in effefl, but imperceptibly or tviliiUIj 
wknowledging the fuperiority.(wliich i».iar from being 
tlie c^), of republican ifbnn of govcrDmnit, and tacitly 
conveying an implied cenfurc upon the genius and liberal 
principles 
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principks of monsrchy, univerfallf acknowlectged tlid 
twil political f; Item, when comprized of Kino, Lordsi 
and Commons, and jm^wrly balanced? When emu- 
lation perifties, the confequences are obvious ; and to make 
external circuuiftances the otily criterion of merit is alfo a 
negative infult on genias, and an unjuftifiable affront 
upon humiliated worth. But as wifdom confiAs in tiling the 
beft means fcr the attainment of the beft ends, fuch fcnti- 
ments will have but little weight in minds formed upon right 
principles of thinking ; becaufe juft notions, when once pro* 
pofed, carry with them their own eridence, and will make 
their own way by their own weight. 

Quitting the field of politics, and waving all general and 
implicit preju^ces, if the liberal-minded gentleman was but 
to appeal to his own reafon and underAandlng, and but to 
place juft for a moment before his cy«, the refpeftiVe cba* 
raAers of the man of genius and the man of mere vxtiify 
HilfJoiB, (the former from an elevation of fbul, and a^ive 
employments, of fuperior abilities in the field of talents, 
unable to bend his genius to trivial actions, or to devote lits 
time to fuperintend with minutenefs his more immediate pri- 
vate concerns, or to raife himfelf, by a dull uniformity, or 
the hackneyed wayi of life, into affluent fbrtane, and ccmC- 
deration ; the latter, unconfcious of the lively feelings, and' 
aftive powers of the extended views and noble difinterefted- 
nefs of aMified genius, or humiliated worth, wiiolly con- 
cerned about his .cnemal interefts and circumltances, and 
everlaftingly calling up his income or his gains, and confe- 
quentty blaming himfelfupon the imaginary mammon of un- 
righteoufncfs), the undoubted public advantage of an infti-' 
X tution 
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tution to afford prompt refources in emergency or preOing; 
exigencies, to proteifl: patriotic deCgns, and liberal plans of 
lludy, under legiHattve patronage, would foon work, clear 
conviAions (if he carries a mind open to conviftion) in his 
thoughts and reficftions ; and, from feelings of humanity 
and feeming fenfe of moral duties, meet his decided appro- 
bation and influence ; nor can the propofed defign, if once 
but properly brought forward, and ■ fupported by fortitude 
and abiliciei, fail meriting the regard, and liberal fupport of 
every gentleman, nho, afling upon principles of honour 
and Jullice, has any affeifiion for wifdom and genius, or for 
the honour and glory of men of letters, when counteracted, 
in noble projefls by inadequate fortune, or overborne with 
undeferved opprefTions. But to bring fuch a delign into per- 
feifUon, depends upon the munificence of the Throne, the 
. wifom of the Lcgiflature, and the liberality of the Nation ; 
and it is an undertaking truly worthy the attention of the 
ftaie, and the prompt countenance of the public. 

For, notwithftanding the liberal patronage of the Throne, 
and the tranfcendant lullre of our moft auguft Sovereign 
and illuftrious Queen's private virtues, the muni6cent fpirit 
of their Royal HighneiTes, and the great afluating principles 
of our dillinguilhed public charaifters, it cannot, after all 
ihefc roya! and illuftrious examples of public and domefiic 
virtues, I prefume, becaufe their fiiuaiion, or exalted fphere 
of aflion, may make it impoiSble for them to find out 
genius, talents, and private virtue, in many an obfcure cor- 
ner of the idand, or other diftant pans of his Majefty's do- 
minions, lefs than forcibly ftrike the obfervations of every 
intent refleaing mind ; nor in faifl and truth be too great an 
afflumption 
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adiimption to remark, that the wifdom of a Socrates, the 
genius of a Plato, the fire of a Demofthenes, the perfualive 
eloquence of a Cicero, or the manly fitmneft of a Cato, or, 
in other words, the higheft mental endowments, the hrighteft 
wit, the richeit fancy, and founded judgment, in virtuous 
poverty, or diftrcfsful circumftances, vigoroufly adive in 
combating difficulties, and inculcating fenlimeniB of loy- 
alty, patriotifm, and virtue, may, comparatively fpeaking, 
expet^ but little attention, countenance, or proteifUon, 
from the indtflerence of mean prodigality, the apathy of. 
felfiflincfs, or the fubtilly of cunning, but may, in reaUty, 
for aught fuch eharaflers care, ever remain unnoticed 
in obfcurity. Nay, and even in attempts or dellgns worthy 
the efibrts of the greateft talents, and nobleft virtues, affiifled 
merit, may, for manly exereife of unbiaffed teafon, or vigo- 
rous exertions of mind, infearchof tnithand laudable know- 
ledge, experience every morttficaUoQ, obftacle, ot infults, 
which thwarting envy and ridiculous malice may devtfe, to 
improve his embarraffmenu, or inabilities of fortune, in or- 
der, by the aid of calamities, to decry htm with the public, 
to obftruft, if poffible, his progrefs in the path of honour, 
and injure his credit and reputation, when in fccnes of dif- 
aek' And with indolence and ignorance, or fuperficial 
minds, it is an uninterrupted feries of fuccefs, or external 
fortune, that gives force and popularity to talents, and the 
want of it has often difconcerted the nobleft projefls, 
and buried them in oblivion. Such prejudices are the great- 
eft bars to fcience ; and people that have once imbibed fuch 
ideas, hrre a natural antipathy to people of merit and 
virtue". 

Literature, 
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literattiK, like commerce, gliiu flrengA from eiKOU- 
rsgeitaetit ; and when geniui, kiwudedge, and talentt, are 
bleffed, in the bofom of their country, with fuit^^ pro- 
vifionc, and the mind fteeled wiHi virtue, loyalty, ind ani- 
nge, ss well as excited with nc4>le ami elevated Tentiments 
of religion, nationality, and gratitude, and endowed with 
innate energies and reaibning faculties; neither the cabals 
of party, nor the ill-defigns or fruitlefs Ul-will of daik aT- 
failants, noreventhe alluring profpeAs of foreign climes, will 
^ienate dwir aXeOioni, nor caufe their noUe immoveable 
confiancy to deviate frran the path of honour, and congenial 
Audie« : and, furely, no rational thinking ehara^r, of any 
intelleAiial accompliflimentt or elegance, will, in proporti- 
oning hit time and ftudies, however decidedly requKite, relb- 
lution, confiancy, and valour may be, to fuf^rt hia charac- 
ter, or efponfe hia caufet whcdly exclude, from his m)eral 
Ichcme of procedures ra ftudiei, ar adive fanes of bufinefs, 
the fweca of virtuous frieoddup, or the esfy gaiety, and 
fprightly wit of polite bduviouf, and gracefiil elegance of 
raanaers. Indeed, to attempt esplactiiig thoif generons, uni- 
form principles of conduA and anions, would be unworthy 
of honour, merit and viitue, and deflating the defigta ami 
CKpreis will of divine Providence, and true religion ; that 
would be injuring the inKRiflx of monl duties, and the com- 
forti and enjoyments of life ; becaufe, decency, benignity 
of manners, independency of fpirit, and fair cotiduA, cot^ 
ftitute the cJIence of true poliieneft, and the fiiul and vigour 
ef focial lift. And conlequentl]', upon an impartial exa- 
tnination of the (k&t aiiliDg from the Confiitotion, i. g. the 
nature, relations, and fitnefa of things, and the axioms c^civU 
duties and moral obligations, the ioterefling fcene, opening 
from 
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fnaa fucb cranbined eaufes aad efiedh upon the facultiee of 
dx mind, devatcs tbe Ibul, and raifcs dignity of conception ; 
and* I bin perfuade myfelf, that to be adive, generoue, 
beneficent and loyal, upright in charafler, and fteady in 
priticipln, alert to patronize genius, wonli, and integrity, 
and emulouily employed in improviiig the circumftancei bcr 
longing to our refpeAive parts, taleoti, virtue, or abilities, 
it adliming a line of condufl, neither prejudicial to the 
public neiiare of the prefent age, nor giving pofterity x 
bad model or precedent, but ts, in eficA, the afligned duty 
of fuperior power, loyalty, and patriotifin, and what the 
rifing generation has a n^t ta expcA ; or, if there are, 
or quy be, charaOers. who can, dire^y, or indireAly, 
in dieir conduA aiu] a^Uotu, b« ignorant, proud, prejudiced, 
and arrt^ant enough to inJinuate the contraryt to fucb en- 
giim of private <^prelSoa«, I wifli, for their own good, and 
that , (^ the fommiuuty and ladety* in genemi, it Kcie 
authoritatively allied— 

Was nian horn only ii*r himfelf, and ori|^naIly defigned 
hf hia great and benavolem Creator, when he fUmped bit 
0WM/w^«on hit Ibul--^*' In the image of God, niade he 
man,"} to be the mere bubble, the ephemeron, or the non- 
entity of a day, or the mcrccreature of ielf-iolereS ? 

la private nwiit, courage, patrio^n, integrity, and 
dtfiUereflednef*, the nobleft of vtrtuei, nbon, under the 
cloud of affliAion, or a cruet reverie of fortune, tobeftah- 
bcd with impunity, in die dark, or to be perfecutcd and 
difcauntnnaneed for having, from an unfeigned atticl^ 
ncnt to the intcrcib of bis King and Country, the ho- 
nefty 
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ncAy and lincerhy to declare unpopular truths, and that 
nen at the rilk of any pcrfonal interefb, or ihe popularity 
of any paay ? 

Are Ulenti and cecoooTOf, moderation and clemency, to 
be ftlfied by the artifices or mal-pradices, of any concealed 
confpiratort, or to be laid up in a napkini and vice, pro- 
faneners and iromoratiiy, to raife their banners triumphantly, 
opoo the ruins of religion, »iriue, and public morality ? 

Is it the emblem of wifdomand juftice, or of diiinteTeEled 
behaviour, and chrifttan praflice, or, indeed, the mutual 
interefb of religion and morality, of civilization, and po- 
litical focieties ; or, compatible with the dignity, the high 
nfponfibilitiea, and facred duties, of a Sovexeich, who 
reigns in the heart of' a free and loyal peopje, or, indeed, 
with the law of natbos, and the rights of humanity, any- 
way to countenance private conTpiracies, or to connive at 
any dark defigns, wickedly premeditated to extinguilh, 
among; hia Majefty'a dutiful and loyal fubjctfls, every fpark 
(^ genius, and to nip in the bud, all the feeds of virtue, 
loyalty, patriotic emulation, and independency of fpirit F 

Or, b it generous, manly and brave, or patriotic and 
praife- worthy, or giving that noble precedent to pofterity, 
or example worthy of chriftian imitation, or the way to be 
promoted to dignities and honours, or to infinuate themfelves 
-into the affe&ion of their King and Country, to add the 
weight of joint-difpleafure, to attempt crufhing the efibrts 
of any youth, who may have the perfeverance, and inflex- 
ible refolution, the patriotic fpitir, and elevation of mind. 
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to raife fuperior to all meaner obflacles, and to exert hi* 
talents and abilities, in flraitnefs of circumlUnCes, with 
aflivity, vigour, and independency of fpirit, in favour of 
his King and Country, and for making the confcience of his 
duty, the fpring of hia ai^tom, in order by concerted arts 
and premeditated defigna, to deter othen, who may pofleft 
talents in the prefent, or rifing generation, from placing 
proper confidence in themlelves, to call their powers. In 
fpiie of the frowns of fortune, or the relaxed fpirit of the 
tiroes, into aAion, ami in fpilc of any oppofile impreifions 
to difplay their enet^ies to advantage, in invigorating the 
genius, and efpoufing the inccFell of their country, when 
liirrounded with impending dangers P , 

Mull truth Hand unarmed, againft treachery, wifehoods, 
and clandefline pratflices, or are laws to be infratfled, and 
the facred principle of felf-defence to be annulled, or frora 
fecret artifices, or undue influence, become a meii fhadow 
to meet the wili and pleafure, or caprice, of any private 
oppreflbrs ; and private virtue, and public juftice, confc- 
quenlly, obliged to give way lo the chimeras of ignorance, 
the mother of error, or to the fooleries, the indolence and 
ignorance of inf fell i maiire, or to the unthinking ftupidity, 
the oppreffive devices, and collufive behaviour, of any 
mean, ignorant, proftituted attorney, or any other r«fl/«frf 
bullies, which the working jealoufies, or eleflioneering 
views of fuch a charaflcr, may afluate him, in obfcurity, 
to ufe, as auxilllaries to his views, or exprefs willies, in or- 
der to opprefs and harrafs the upright charaifler, that dares, 
in fpite of names, noife, and nonfenfe, to think and to a<fl 
upon principles of honour, and that may, from ovcr-flowings 

of 
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of loyalty, have the welfare of fbclety asd ihe good of his 
country, the fcope aiid end of his endeavours, and be over- 
borne f 

Ii private worth and integrity, in the fhade, to be reck.- 
•iwd for nothing ; or^ in fcar of being any way robbed o*" 
tite honour and glory of any affionsf which the conduA and 
valour of an inferior, in fituation and fertune, that might, 
from loyalty and patriotifm, have neither feaied the infults 
or enmity of a party, the cxcluGon of its patronage, nor 
the frowns of adverfily, to.exert in the moft glocmty and 
defponding feafont, his parti and talents, fubfervient tothe 
true interefts of his King and Country, to be facrificed, 
condemned, or profcribed, for meritorious fervices, to en- 
mity, litttenefs of foul, jealoufy, and per&nal refentment, 
unknown and untried at the ihrine of ambition ? 

Or, is tbatinvariable and acknowledged principle, which 
conltitutes the elTence and ardour of the British Conftitution, 
andfecures tothe fubjedthcblcffingaoffociety, and guaran- 
tees his life, liberty and property, to be trampled upon or 
fiifled, without knowing why, or wherefore, by any rafh 
arbitrary notion), and nnjuft fentences of individual def- 
potifm ; or, muA the clandeftine arts and Aratagems, or the 
fuhlicpurfe, of any obfcure wretched community, or of a 
(on/piring fcv), deter the injured from legal profecucion, and 
by illegal interferences, and undue influence, render merit 
jultice, and virtue, the viAiras of cruelty, ingratitude, and 
falfehoods ? 

Have genius and learnings virtiie and honour, have ffea- 
dinefs of character, in ilraitnefs of circumflances, and libe- 
rality 
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rdlity m a more affluent fortune, ceafifd to be a diftln^ion ; 
or have at^ife exertion of talents, valour, and conduct, and 
the generous pnociples of loyalty, virtue, and patriotifmi 
loft in Great Britain, the nurfcry of heroes, ftaiefmen, and 
philofophcn, and the lacred afylum of freedom, all their 
fuperior regard, or mutt cruel aQs of injuftice, be pafTed 
over unnoticed) in filence 7 

Does the exalted perfonage, the upright ftatefman. Or the 
private charaAer of Tirtue, worth, and integrity, commit hij 
honour and his dignity, in becoming the patron of chriftian 
liberality, and chriftian praflice, or does he ihew the reverie 
of a noble foul, or fufTer, in dignity, rank, and condition, 
or deferving of the mean, unqualified imputations, of dif- 
loyalty and difafieftion, upon difcovering any ii'ac^s of an 
exalted foul, or for winding up his days in one continued 
fcene of aflivity, generofity, and afts of humanity, or in 
nuking merit to Intcrtft himfelf, from firm attachment, to 
the glories of his Sovereign, and the wel&re of fociety, in 
the &vour of men of letters, or of merit and virtue, in afflic- 
tioQ> and fceoes of diftrefs, to countenance the early dawn 
of genius, to call it forth from obfcurity, to reward it ade- 
quate to its deferts, and render it available to the com- 
munity ? Or, do we live tn a ftatc where learning becomes 
dangerous, and emulation treafonable ; or where the genius 
of the Gothic fyftem, or the bigotry of the feudal times, 
is renovating in an unexpected fliape, and, confequently, 
where fentiments of honour, and the nobler energies of 
merit and virtuCi are to be unjuftly infulied, or uncon- 
troulably trampled upon by the wiV/ aid pliafuTt of any pri- 
vate opprcffori, or through any ridiculous fcheme of jea- 
loufy, and political adjuftmenis of cunning, orthegravei- 
Y ling 
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ling ideas, frauds, and ccllufions of any ignar»i[, proinlt 
and prejudiced minds, to be contemptuoufly called- the ef- 
fufionsof phrcnzy, and the impulfe of vanity, or, in order 
to make way to a little low ainhitian, and petty aceommo* 
(lationE, to be worked up with impunity, by/ur^frfaccouiits, 
and arbitrary CDnftnuAlont of fraud, fufpkiont and ridicu" 
]ou3 cxcefTea of malice, into circumftantiais of ticafon, ex- 
tortion, or rebellion, in order by arbilrarj- meafures, and 
afta of tnjullice, by undue influence, and coliufive behavi- 
our, to faciifice innocence, and that in glaring violation of 
the rules of honour, truft', and confidence, and- of everyi 
prindple of law and juftice, to tyranny and revenge, or to 
arrogance and opprellicn, and, confequently to extinguilh 
every fpark of genius and generofity of iniikl,' among his 
Majefty's dutiful and loyal fubjefts, and to force talents and 
virtue to feek for afylum among foreign powers? 

Or, is it againft the genius of the Britifh conftitution, or- 
fhe uniform principles of firitifh jun'fprudenee, the di&tcs 
of nature, the common voice of religion, reafon, and mora- 
lity, or the rights of humanity and civilized nations to dif« 
play good examples of, virtue, or to delineate good rules of 
life to the world, or blame-worthy in the court of confcierce 
to expand the powers of obTervattons, and cultivate mental 
feculties in moral and religious gratiSeaiions? GooFb-KBio. 

For if fuch principles and maxims were to give law to 
opinion, where confiffa the boafted fuperiority of the Britifli 
Conftitution, or the nobler protciflion of Britifh jurifpru- 
dence, which orders juftice, without favour or affeiflion, to be 
done between fubjefl and fubjeifl, or of that judicial autho- 
rity which protefta the liberty 'of ihefubjeft, and invigorates 
the 
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the powers of genius, takes cogmzance of milconduA and 
abuTe of power, and redrefies the grievance of the injured ? 
And further, if contraAed abfurd notions, {bunded in igno- 
rance, ddpotifin, and (he ntoll ignoble paOions, were, by a 
cOHcurrmce of circuotftances, the llrengifa of faAion, or the 
influeace of any ambitious pany, tortured with envy and 
jeabufy, to be Infinuated by little and little into the public 
jnind, andwereinan eafy and filent manner to attain an uni- 
£ona afcendancy, whatwould it be but impeaching the loyalty 
or rather the underilanding of the nation, confpiring againft 
libeny, " the bell birth-right, and nobleft inheritance of 
mankind," lipping the very energies of the body politic, 
creating a change in the minds or aScAions of the fubjeAs, 
(and that in the minds and affetftions of fubjedts, if neceflity 
required, that nould die in defenceof tbeirSoverdgn'sfkcred 
perlbn, family, and government, as well as of the lam, reli- 
gion, and liberty of their country), giving way to demoliAi- 
Ing principles, and the dialeA of corruption, and but. even- 
tually planning our own ruin, and, from being a gallant 
nation, degenerating into an ignoble body of pe^le, by 
adopting that very line of condufl, which our external and 
internal enemies only wife to fee once realized ? Becaufe to 
put any high confidence in fadious cabals or ftrifl defpot- 
ifm, would be only lulling ourfelves into falfe (ecurity, and 
relying on broken reeds, it would be banifeing frtMn fociety 
cveryfentiment of loyalty, patriotifm, goodnefs, and bene- 
tvlence, and, upon the ruins of every principle of genero- 
.£ty and humanity, introducing the glocuny difpofitioti of 
inlincerity, furpicion, infidelity, and a diigufii:^ aSeAaiion 
of virtue, which would only remind us of loll happinele. 
In fhort, it would he making the acctifing parties the judges 
snd the juries in cauies the nuS impoftant ta private faappi- 
aefs. 
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the bofom of Great Britain, the reputed land of liberty, loyalty 
and patriotiCm, any individual private oppreflbrs, milan- 
thropes or incendiaries, whofe minds are fo raiferably narrow- 
ed, views confined, and fentimenls debafed, nho, after having 
ferioufly recapitulated the above conliderationa, andexanuDed 
them in public and private points of view, can have the efiron- 
tery, the rafhnefs and prefuroption to deny the legality, the 
propriety, and juflice of combining tbe spLENnoua of jirts 
wiTHTHicLOKi OF LETTERS, andof making thefe patriotic 
principles and important points joint-fleps to the niore noble 
confiderationG of raifing this favoured ifle higher in the fcale 
of nations, and confcquently of calling them into life and 
aflion, fubferviert to the interefls of our Sovereign, and our 
country, and. the countenance of public virtue, and private 
worth; or in order the more effeflually to fap ihc genuine 
fpirit of liberty, loyalty, and honour, and to corrupt public 
morality, can he abfurd and befotted enough, infidioully 
to maintain, and induftrioully inculcate an oppofite doflrine, 
or fentiments, with the applaufe or the nominal friendship 
and apoftacy of fuch men, I fhould ever reproach myfelf. 
For as the learned Jostin, with his ufual good fenfe obferves, 
" a morality built upon our own interells, diltinA from tbat 
of others, is a doftrine not fit even for the fchool of pagan 
philofophers, but for the dens of boors and lavages/' Bccaufe 
to fuch beings It would be fpeaking to no eSeift. As their 
ignoble apathy, or the fcom and contempt they defignedly 
and wilfully throw on piety, charity, and virtue, may uner- 
ringly teach the friends of humanity to anticipate what can 
be eipefted from fuch charaflen. For vice, vulgarity, Ig- 
norance, and meannefs, or little worldly wifdom and cun- 
ning, may, with fwch inielle<^s, be amalets fufGcIent againft 
the 
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'the durmt of the molt virtuous adlions. But u we are, 
in confequencc of the genius of our civil Conftitutioa, 
aod the benign charafter of our gracious Sovereign, and 
the public fpirit of our great public cbaraAerg, heconie 
an enlightened nation, the inal>pra£Uccs of any fecret 
engines of oppidfion, and the arts of fophiftry, nought 
avail. For the public good requires but one upright uni- 
form conduct ; the demon of party, or the heart-burn- 
ings of jealoufyi or the intrigues of private intereft, may 
require another fcheme policy. But fuch fenUments (fen- 
timents unworthy of an inlet into the loyal and virtuous 
mind), will have little weight in minds, that have but the 
dilintcreftednefs and fortitude to think, and to aft, and 
that atfo have the inflexible refolution, and unfeigned at- 
tachment which loyally and the love of our country infpire, 
and the reditude of moral aftioQS and proper fenfe of duty 
to God and man eonSmi. 

' Indeed, to inculcate, by the mod diAant inlinuations, that 
fuccefs and good fortune, that fame and celebrity in life de- 
pend more upon favour, indolence, pleafures, or external 
circuroftances, than upon merit, honour, virtue, and the 
nobler exenlon of talents, would be, in direft violation of 
every generous principle of conduft and aftion, trampling 
upon public jullice, and engroHing advantages that ought to 
be left open for talents, worth, and integrity. The field of 
talents is a field for all. It would alfo be an idea, though the 
writiDgofbo(^ may not always be the moll eligible method 
of recommending one's felf into the favour of the great 
world, or of raifing into fortune, rank, or titles, that would 
only grow from abjeft lownefs, or confcious inferiority of 
paitE and talents, and fentimenis no way very honourable for 
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A-MttvcAf 6int SnUin to dMrilhi and kbouri^g to afix- 
Idilh'liprinaiplefroniitsoppreflive nature, however iboiiung 
'itm^'be^to the pAlitieal'Kfineineitt* of cunning, .or to the 
rpw^MtiUMnt psflibna tif ffcak Blinds Idl in pufillanimous in- 
^nimcstthe moft pHnictMH inlts caoTcqaenccst and picjudi- 
«islto tbo'tiift-intetcAs of tke filte and pofisnEy, a principle 
'WMtertbegoverjuidtuaf the British CcmAiiutisn, and cbe 
ganiua of the 'times, -or the-cjrcumfianecftof the age, as im' 
ptliiic ss it irould be unjuA, and caofequendy deferving of 
cvety- peculiar ftigma. Becaufe it would, in all intetils and 
fxtipofcs, be preachii^ upnithrAiarndful-notoTirety, the doc- 
uioe 4f avlrke, felfilbueft, mean prodigality, and artifices, 
billyii^ the reputatbn and glory of the lUtc, trifling svny 
ultnts upon points of little or no confequence, and corcefl- 
uigone extreoie by the cxnavagance of another. In the. 
biAotical records of pall-txaturin, it bitifcemable, that a 
Ipirit of bigotry, coercion, and de^piion, were the leadii^ 
or iavourile principles pf aflion ; but with fuch paralleled 
cafes, aitd principles of aflion, or the cry of ouliawfy, the 
»£U«e loyalty, humaniiy, and the true pattiotifin «f thefe 
times have nothing to do- Thank -God, the genius of our 
civil conftitution, and thc'wifdom and experience of the 
ei^ceenth century, have laid the prejudices of bigots atleep, 
and fubftituted nghler principles of cooduifl, as well at of 
law and juHice. 

But quilting f« unplrafam a train of rcaloning, ^ndfpDn- 
taneoufly led 10 give the preference to the more ennobled len- 
timents of humanity, jullice, and liberality, conlequcnt^ 
let us contemplate the loyalty and powcr» the.gcnets&y-and 
benevolence, of the Britifh Nation, in thole elevated points 
ef view, which the ^latdian geniiu* that watches over cuir 
ddtinics. 
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dcAinies, and thofe of the (Uie, whon furtmiculed wiihthe 
nioll impending dangers, juftly merits ; and, byconfequcnoe 
every refleding charafler in evejy fUtion and rank in IOk,- 
that hat proper fenfe of religion, redlitude, and nuralao. 
ttcms, cannot help fpeaking, witbj raptures, of the libony 
and fuptrior advantages he erqvyi.. Nor can ftiperiority of 
parts andtalents, fee any lolidreaibn' or caufa lor innocnoe 
todefpond, or geniut to be inadivs^ under the protcAion of' 
a Conftitution, that enabie» it; in the field of talrniO, to 
foar into elevation of ideas, and th^t keeps public jultise, 
and private virtue, in countenance, and.und^r the-aufpices 
of a Sovereign, who loves and protefh his dutiful and loyal 
fubjofls, and when the fuperior oCGces in the St^te, the 
Law, and the Church, are filled by charaflersof fuperior 
wifdom, virtue, and tried integrity, and who, in their ex- 
alted ftations, confider it their refpeftive and diflinft offices, 
and duties, conjointly, to iniereft themfelves in the caufe 
of religion, pubjic morality^ and juHice, by. invariably- di- 
refling the power and authority, invefled. in: thun by their. 
King and Country, fubfervient to no other ends, fave the, 
purpofes of wifdom, goodnefs, jutlice, and benevolence. 
And when the general and particular interefts of religionr 
talents, and learning, and the genius of commerce andagri- 
culture, concenter in the welfare of the ftate, and the confti- 
tutional . balance, is magna nimoufly kept in its equipoife, 
' by the fuperior parts, and publit fpint of public chara^ers, 
and jullice flows to the public, through unpolluted channels, 
and the ftate becomes a one regular whole, every line of 
which terminates in the center, then a nation may be truly 
faid to be great, formidable, and magnanimous. Such is 
the attitude, (a mofl auguft fpeflacle), I figure to myfelf 
Gkiat Britain, in her energies, and refourcea, a fenfi- 
bility 
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hility of her own ftrength, difplays herfelf to be under the- 
aufpicM of our benign Sovereign, in the i^ce of Europe, 
and of the whole univerfe, and that bhe may, under the 
he aufpicei of bis illuflrious dcfcendanti, preferve, till time, 
it no more, her genuine liberty and national fplendour, her 
flrength and vigour, and ever raife fuperior to feuds, divi- 
fiont, and animofities, or any foreign blows, Ate mt first 
AMD LAST WISHES, and are alfo fentiments, innate, and in* 
terwoven, in the hearts of Freb-bdkh Britous. 

To coNCLUDB — ^That You may, under the provideftiial 
care of Heaven, enjoy length of years, to devote your ho- 
nourable leifure, to the interefts of religion, and to enjoy 
the unequivocal pledges of your country's high regard, and 
approbation of your loyalty, patrioiifm, and uprightnefs of 
conduA ; . to difplay a noble Independency of fpirit and dig- 
nity, without pride, in all your councils, and in all your 
aflions, and in the endearmenta of private circle, to com- 
mand the affetSion, and tender admiration of a family, dif- 
tinguifhed for their loyalty, generoCty, and private virtues ; 
to be the munificent friend and proteiflor of real merit and 
virtue, and the exemplary patron of chrillian praflice, and 
chrlftian liberality — are the earneft wifhes, and unfeigned 
feniimcnts of him, who begs leave to fubfcribe himfejf, wi[h 
deference. 

Sir, Your moQ obliged. 

And mod devoted humble Servant, 

JAMES JONES MORGAN. 

Dilgillj, March ijl, 1 300, 

BlnninEluin : Priiiud by Siviiuicr Si Ikiwkinb 
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